
TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 1 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 1 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning what text structure means. Text

structure is how an author puts a text together.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a real STAAR question, like how does

the author organize the events, and we will learn to spot trap

answers.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Text Structure slide deck for Prepare Cluster

Module 1 . a class or student copy of "The Recess Question" . the student

tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to tell three things they did this morning in order.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 1 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 1 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice how a story

begins.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Authors often start a story at the very first event. Listen for

words that tell when.”

▸Read the sentences twice. Students circle a moment later on the NOTICE

row.

ANSWER KEY: First event: the class goes out to recess. Time words: a

moment later.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what happens first in the story.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may describe the playground instead of naming an

event.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What are time words? Words like first, then, a moment later,

and soon that tell when.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing the first event. Keep

the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what happens right after the class reaches the playground.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 1 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 1 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose how an author

organizes a story.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Look at how the story moves. Does it go from one event to the

next in time?”

▸Students choose privately, then point to the first and last event with a

partner.

ANSWER KEY: C. In time order, from the start of recess to the end.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student which event comes last.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because the kids give reasons near the

end. That is one part, not how the whole story is built.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is a Wrong pattern named trap? A real structure that does

not match this story.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting the structure. Keep

the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name a time word from the story.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 1 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 1 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the order of events in

a story.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“An event in the middle has something before it and something

after it.”

▸Students write one event before and one event after on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: Before: jumping rope with Max. After: Beth stops and

invites Lily.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to retell the three events in order.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may mix up the order. Have them find each event in

the text.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I know what comes next? Find the event and read the

very next sentences.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining sequence. Keep the

demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what Lily does on her third try.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 1 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 1 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can explain why an author tells

events in order.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Ask: how would the story feel if the events were mixed up?”

▸Students write how time order helps on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: It helps the reader follow the events and see how things

change.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to finish: Time order helps me understand...

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may retell the story instead of explaining why the

order helps.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why not tell the end first? The reader would not see how Lily's

day changed.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about explaining how structure helps the

reader. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what changes for Lily from the start to the end.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 1 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 1 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my answer and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“This trap names a real structure, compare, but it does not fit

this story.”

▸Students write why it is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Wrong pattern named. The story is told in time order.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the time words that prove time order.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept compare because class and recess are

both mentioned.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I test a pattern? See if it fits the beginning, middle, and

end.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why an answer fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a different Wrong pattern named trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 1 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 1 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find the events first. Then put them in order and circle a time

word.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 1 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 1 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 1 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 1 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is A.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing B because the kids play games at recess.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 3 Text Structure RPLD Deck · Prepare Cluster · Module 1 · Teacher Script · 9



TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 1 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 1 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is A. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 2 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 2 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning about time words. Time words show

the order of events in a story.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice the STAAR question which words

show the order of events, and we will spot trap words that only

look right.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Text Structure slide deck for Prepare Cluster

Module 2 . a class or student copy of "The Recess Question" . the student

tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to use then and soon to tell about their morning.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 2 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 2 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice time words in a

story.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A time word answers the question when.”

▸Read the sentence twice. Students circle soon on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Soon.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what question a time word answers.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may circle jumping or turned. Those are actions, not

time words.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is while a time word? Yes. It shows two things happen at the

same time.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about finding time words. Keep the

demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to find a second time word in the sentence.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 2 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 2 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose the words that

show order.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Only one choice tells when. The others tell what or who.”

▸Students choose privately, then read the three tries aloud with a partner.

ANSWER KEY: A. First, then, again.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to say the three tries using the time words.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may choose B because those are things that happen.

Time words tell when, not what.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is a Near-miss pattern trap? It sounds close to the right

idea but misses the real job.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting time words. Keep

the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to add another time word that could fit.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 2 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 2 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show two events in order.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Then tells us this event comes after the one before.”

▸Students write first and then on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: First: the whistle blows. Then: recess is over.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to say the events with first and then.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may skip the time word and just list events.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do authors use then so often? It is a clear signal that the

next event is starting.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining sequence with time

words. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what happens as the class lines up.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 2 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 2 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can explain how time words help

a reader.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Ask: what would be confusing if this time phrase were gone?”

▸Students write how the time words help on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: They tell how long and when things happen so the reader

can follow along.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to finish: The time words help me know...

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only copy the words without saying how they

help.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can a time word be more than one word? Yes, like for a few

minutes.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about explaining how time words help.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask why the author says recess feels too short.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 2 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 2 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my answer and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“This trap repeats words in a pattern, so it looks like order.

Check if it tells when.”

▸Students write why it is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Near-miss pattern. Bounce is a sound word, not a time

word.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to give a real time word from the story.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think any repeated pattern shows order.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I test a time word? Ask: does it tell when?

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why an answer fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a Word match trap for this question.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 2 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 2 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Hunt for words that tell when. Then write the event that goes

with each one.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 2 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 2 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 2 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 2 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is D.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because the words are about things that happen.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 2 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 2 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is D. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 3 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 3 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning that many stories have a beginning,

a middle, and an end.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice the STAAR question how does the

author organize the story, and we will learn to spot trap

answers.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Text Structure slide deck for Prepare Cluster

Module 3 . a class or student copy of "The Mystery of the Traveling Shell" .

the student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the beginning, middle, and end of a

favorite fairy tale.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 3 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 3 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice how a story

begins.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The beginning of a mystery gives the reader a question to

solve.”

▸Read the sentence twice. Students underline the question on the NOTICE

row.

ANSWER KEY: The beginning asks how the shell traveled so far.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to say the mystery question in their own words.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may name the shell as the beginning. The beginning

is the question about the shell.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why start with a question? It makes the reader want to find the

answer.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing the beginning. Keep

the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask where Emsy is when the story begins.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 3 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 3 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose how a story is

organized.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Think about all three parts of the story before you choose.”

▸Students choose privately, then name the beginning, middle, and end with

a partner.

ANSWER KEY: C. A question, then clues, then the answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student which part holds the clues.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick B because there is only one shell to

compare. There is no second shell.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is a Wrong structure type trap? It names a real way to

organize text that this story does not use.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting the structure. Keep

the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to count the clues in the middle.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 3 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 3 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show what happens in the

middle of a story.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The middle is where the action or the clues happen.”

▸Students write one clue and what it shows on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: Clue: the map. It shows the shell traveled a long distance.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name a different clue from the middle.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the ending instead of a middle event.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I know it is the middle? It comes after the question and

before the answer.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining the middle. Keep the

demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask why Emsy needs more than one clue.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 3 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 3 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can explain how the end of a

story connects to the beginning.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A good ending often answers what the beginning asked.”

▸Students write the beginning question and the ending answer on the OWN

row.

ANSWER KEY: The ending answers the question: trade moved the shell.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read the question and the answer back to

back.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the ending is when Emsy smiles. The real

ending answers the mystery.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does the order matter? Without the clues in the middle,

the answer would not make sense.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about connecting beginning and end.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the last sentence tells us about the shell.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 3 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 3 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my answer and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“This trap turns one clue into the whole structure.”

▸Students write why it is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Wrong structure type. The story goes question, clues,

answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to point to the beginning, middle, and end.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept it because rivers really are in the story.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can a story have facts in it? Yes, but the facts are clues inside

the story structure.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why an answer fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a One part, not the whole trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 3 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 3 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find the beginning question, the middle clues, and the ending

answer.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 3 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 3 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 3 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 3 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is C.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing D because the map is an important clue.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 3 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 3 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is C. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 4 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 4 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning that authors put events in order for a

reason. The order helps us understand the story.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice the STAAR question how does the

order of events help the reader, and we will learn to spot trap

answers.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Text Structure slide deck for Prepare Cluster

Module 4 . a class or student copy of "The Mystery of the Traveling Shell" .

the student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student why a recipe lists its steps in order.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 4 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 4 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice order words in a

story.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Emsy is a careful thinker. She puts her clues in order.”

▸Read the sentence twice. Students circle First on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: First. The clues are listed in order.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student which order words come after first.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think first means the first event of the story. Here

it is the first clue in her list.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why number the clues? It helps the reader keep track of each

one.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing order words. Keep

the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what word Emsy uses for her last clue.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 4 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 4 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose how the order of

events helps the reader.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Think about what the order does for you as a reader.”

▸Students choose privately, then explain their choice to a partner using the

word clue.

ANSWER KEY: A. It lets the reader solve the mystery one clue at a time.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student why one shell was not enough.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick B because the museum appears at the

start. That describes another part, not the job of the order.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is a Describes another part trap? It talks about a different

part of the story instead of answering the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting how structure

helps. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what would happen if the answer came first.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 4 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 4 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how one event leads

to another.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Some events change everything. Look for the words That

changed everything.”

▸Students write before and after on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: Before: one shell. After: a pattern of faraway objects.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read the sentence that comes right after this

one.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only name the copper without saying how it

changes Emsy's thinking.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why put this clue near the end? It makes the pattern clear right

before the answer.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how events

connect. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what word in the story means a pattern of clues.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 4 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 4 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can explain how the order helps

the author's purpose.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Ask: what does the author want readers to learn about solving a

mystery?”

▸Students write the purpose of the order on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: It shows that good thinkers line up evidence before

making a claim.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to finish: The clues come first because...

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may retell the clues instead of explaining why they

come first.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is a claim? The answer Emsy believes, backed by

evidence.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about explaining how structure helps

purpose. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which sentence tells what a strong conclusion needs.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 4 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 4 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my answer and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“This trap is a real detail, but it does not answer how the order

helps.”

▸Students write why it is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Describes another part. It is a detail, not the job of the

order.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to restate the question before answering.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept it because the sentence is in the story.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I avoid this trap? Reread the question and check that

my answer matches it.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why an answer fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write another Describes another part trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 4 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 4 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“List the clues in order first. Then explain how the order helps.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 4 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 4 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 4 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 4 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is D.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because the backpack appears in the story.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 4 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 4 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is D. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 3 Text Structure RPLD Deck · Prepare Cluster · Module 4 · Teacher Script · 10



TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 5 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 1 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning about the central idea, the most

important idea of an informational text.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice the STAAR question what is the

central idea of the selection, and we will learn to spot answers

that are too narrow.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Text Structure slide deck for Cluster 1 Module 1

. a class or student copy of "The Pilgrims Chose Plymouth" . the student

tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the central idea of a book about dogs

that has chapters on food, exercise, and baths.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 5 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 1 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice details in an

informational text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A detail is a small piece of information. Listen for what

Plymouth had.”

▸Read the sentence twice. Students underline forests and tall trees on the

NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Detail: forests with tall trees for building.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what the trees could be used for.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think this detail is the central idea. It is one piece

of evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is a detail? A small fact that helps explain the big idea.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing details. Keep the

demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask for a second thing Plymouth had.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 5 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 1 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose the central idea

of a text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The central idea is like an umbrella. Every detail fits under it.”

▸Students choose privately, then name two details that fit under their choice.

ANSWER KEY: B. The Pilgrims chose Plymouth because it had what they

needed.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name two details that support the central idea.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because it is true. True is not enough if it

is too small.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is a Too narrow trap? An answer about only one detail.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting the central idea.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask why C is too broad.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 5 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 1 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how a detail supports

the central idea.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Evidence must connect to the central idea. Use because.”

▸Students write the detail and a because sentence on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: The harbor kept the ship safe, so Plymouth met their

needs.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to finish: This supports the central idea

because...

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may copy the detail without explaining the

connection.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What does anchor mean? To stop a ship and hold it in one

place.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining support. Keep the

demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which detail is about food.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 5 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 1 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can explain how details are

organized around a central idea.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Ask: how do the details build up to the last sentence?”

▸Students write how the details are placed on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Details about Plymouth come first, then the choice to

settle.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student which sentence tells the result.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only list details without saying how they are

organized.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why end with settling? It shows what all the details led to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about explaining structure. Keep the

demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what problem made them build shelters quickly.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 5 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 1 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my answer and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“This trap is true, but it only covers one sentence.”

▸Students write why it is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Too narrow central idea. Winter is one detail.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to show a detail that winter does not cover.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept it because winter is important to the

story.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I test a central idea? See if it fits every paragraph.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why an answer fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a Too broad trap.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 3 Text Structure RPLD Deck · Cluster 1 · Module 1 · Teacher Script · 6



TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 5 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 1 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Write the big idea first. Then find two details that fit under it.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 3 Text Structure RPLD Deck · Cluster 1 · Module 1 · Teacher Script · 7



TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 5 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 1 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 5 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 1 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is B.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because building fires is a true detail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 5 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 1 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is B. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 6 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 2 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning about problem and solution, a way

authors organize information.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice the STAAR question how does the

author organize the paragraphs, and we will learn to spot

answers that give only half.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Text Structure slide deck for Cluster 1 Module 2

. a class or student copy of "The Pilgrims Chose Plymouth" . the student

tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to tell a problem from their day and how they

solved it.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 6 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 2 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice the problem in a

text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A problem is something people need to fix. Listen for what the

Pilgrims needed.”

▸Read the sentence twice. Students write the problem and circle so on the

NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Problem: they need a place to settle before the cold.

Signal word: so.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to say the problem in their own words.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the problem is the ship. The problem is

needing a place to settle.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What does so show? It shows a result: because of the cold,

they needed to settle fast.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about finding the problem. Keep

the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what else made the trip hard.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 6 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 2 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose how an author

organizes paragraphs.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Look across all three paragraphs. Is there a problem and then a

fix?”

▸Students choose privately, then show a partner where the solution begins.

ANSWER KEY: C. Problem and solution.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student which paragraph gives the solution.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick B because paragraph 3 is all about a

problem. The question asks about three paragraphs.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is an Only half the structure trap? It names one part but

leaves out the other.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting the structure. Keep

the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name a signal word for a solution.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 6 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 2 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show a problem and its

solution.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A solution answers the problem. Match them up.”

▸Students fill in problem and solution on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: Problem: moving supplies. Solution: the harbor.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to say it with so: The harbor was safe, so...

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may name the solution without the problem.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can a text have more than one problem? Yes. Each one can

have its own solution.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining problem and

solution. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what problem winter caused in paragraph 6.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 6 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 2 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can explain why an author puts

the problem first.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Ask: how does knowing the problem help you understand the

solution?”

▸Students write the reason on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: The problem first helps the reader see why Plymouth was

the right solution.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to finish: The problem comes first so the reader...

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may summarize Plymouth instead of explaining the

order.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if the solution came first? The reader would not know

what it was solving.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about explaining how structure helps

purpose. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the Pilgrims were looking for.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 6 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 2 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my answer and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“This trap tells the problem and stops. The question needs both

halves.”

▸Students write why it is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Only half the structure. It leaves out the solution.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to add the missing half.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept it because cold weather really is in

paragraph 3.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I check for both halves? Ask: what was wrong, and how

did they fix it?

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why an answer fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a Wrong pattern trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 6 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 2 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find the problem first. Then find how it was solved.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 6 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 2 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 6 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 2 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is D.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because cold weather is described in the excerpt.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 6 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 2 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is D. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 7 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 3 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning cause and effect. A cause is why

something happens, and an effect is what happens.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice the STAAR stem the author uses

cause and effect to help the reader understand, and we will learn

to spot near misses.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Text Structure slide deck for Cluster 1 Module 3

. a class or student copy of "Life Along the Nile River" . the student

tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to tell a cause and effect from the weather today.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 7 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 3 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice a cause and effect

in a text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A cause is the why. An effect is the what happened.”

▸Read the sentences twice. Students circle because of this on the NOTICE

row.

ANSWER KEY: Cause: dry land. Effect: people settled by the Nile.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to say it with because: People settled by the Nile

because...

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may switch the cause and the effect. Ask which

happened first.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What do the words because of this point to? They point back to

the cause in the sentence before.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about finding cause and effect.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the Nile gave people that the desert did not.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 7 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 3 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose what cause and

effect helps me understand.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Look at all the effects. What do they explain together?”

▸Students choose privately, then name two effects of the river with a partner.

ANSWER KEY: A. Why the Nile was so important to life in Egypt.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name two effects of the Nile.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick B because description is a real way to write.

The question is about cause and effect.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is a Near-miss pattern trap? It sounds like the right

pattern but explains something else.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting what the structure

explains. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student which effect matters most for food.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 7 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 3 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show a cause and its

effect.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“When is a signal word. It shows the cause happens first.”

▸Students fill in cause and effect on the SHOW row. Take two or three

answers.

ANSWER KEY: Cause: floods went down. Effect: rich soil was left behind.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student which happened first.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write the effect only. Require both parts.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can one effect cause something else? Yes. Rich soil then

helped crops grow.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining cause and effect.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what effect the rich soil had.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 7 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 3 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can explain a chain of causes

and effects.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Ask: what did the river cause, and what did that cause next?”

▸Students write a chain with so on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: River, then boats, then trade, then busy cities.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their chain aloud with so.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may stop after one effect.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is a chain? When one effect becomes the cause of the

next thing.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about explaining a chain of effects. Keep

the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what jobs the Nile created.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 7 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 3 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my answer and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“This trap uses a real detail, but it explains the wrong thing.”

▸Students write why it is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Near-miss pattern. Fish is one effect, not how to fish.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what the cause and effect really explain.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept it because fish are in the text.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I spot a near miss? Ask: is this what the whole text

explains?

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why an answer fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write an Only half the structure trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 7 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 3 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find the why and the what happened. Then circle the signal

word.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 7 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 3 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 7 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 3 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is C.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because boats appear in the passage.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 3 Text Structure RPLD Deck · Cluster 1 · Module 3 · Teacher Script · 9



TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 7 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 3 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is C. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 8 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 4 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning how text structure helps an author

explain a topic.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice the STAAR question how does the

structure help the author explain the topic, and we will learn to

spot answers that are too broad.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Text Structure slide deck for Cluster 1 Module 4

. a class or student copy of "Life Along the Nile River" . the student

tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student why a science book might use cause and effect.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 8 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 4 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice the topic and the

author's big idea.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The topic is what the text is about. The purpose is what the

author wants to explain about it.”

▸Read the sentence twice. Students write the topic and circle because on

the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Topic: the Nile. Big idea: it was important because it gave

water.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the topic in two words.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the topic is Egypt. The text focuses on the

Nile in Egypt.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How is purpose different from topic? Topic is what; purpose is

why the author wrote.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing topic and purpose.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what word in the sentence shows a cause.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 8 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 4 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose how a structure

helps the author.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Connect the structure, cause and effect, to the topic, the Nile.”

▸Students choose privately, then tell a partner one effect that proves their

choice.

ANSWER KEY: C. It shows how the Nile caused farming, trade, and cities

to grow.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name one cause and its effect from the text.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because it sounds big and important. It

fits any river text, not this one.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is a Too broad trap? An answer so general it could fit

many texts.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting how structure

helps. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask why B is too narrow.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 8 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 4 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show effects that support

the author's purpose.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Look for a pattern: the word depended appears three times.”

▸Students write the three effects on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: Effects: farming, fishing, and trade all depended on the

river.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student which word repeats and why.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may list jobs without connecting them to the river.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why repeat depended? To show many people relied on the

same cause.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining effects. Keep the

demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what other group depended on the river.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 8 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 4 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can explain how the ending

helps the author's purpose.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Ask: what bigger lesson do all the effects lead to?”

▸Students write the author's purpose on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: The effects build to the idea that geography shapes

civilizations.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to finish: The author wants me to understand...

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may summarize the last paragraph instead of naming

the purpose.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is this too broad? No, because the whole text proves it with the

Nile.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about explaining structure and purpose.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what geography means.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 8 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 4 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my answer and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“This trap is true, but it could fit almost any text about water.”

▸Students write why it is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Too broad central idea. It does not name the Nile or

Egypt.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to make the answer specific to this text.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept it because water really is important.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I fix a too broad answer? Add who, where, and what

this text says.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why an answer fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a Too narrow trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 8 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 4 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Name the structure first. Then explain how it helps, and copy

your proof.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 8 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 4 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 8 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 4 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is B.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because flooding is described in the passage.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 8 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 4 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is B. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 9 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 1 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning how biographies are organized. A

biography tells about a real person's life.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice the STAAR question how does the

author organize the information about the person's life, and we

will spot wrong patterns.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Text Structure slide deck for Cluster 2 Module 1

. a class or student copy of "Laura Ingalls Wilder" . the student tracking

sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to tell three events from their own life in order.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 3 Text Structure RPLD Deck · Cluster 2 · Module 1 · Teacher Script · 1



TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 9 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 1 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice time clues in a

biography.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Biographies often start when the person was born.”

▸Read the sentences twice. Students circle 1867 and when Laura was a

little girl on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Time clues: 1867, when Laura was a little girl.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what part of Laura's life the text starts with.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may circle Wisconsin. That is a place, not a time.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why start with birth? It is the very beginning of a person's life.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing time clues. Keep the

demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how Laura's family traveled.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 9 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 1 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose how an author

organizes a biography.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Follow Laura's life through the paragraphs. Does it move

through time?”

▸Students choose privately, then point to a time word in paragraph 2.

ANSWER KEY: B. In time order, from childhood to today.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student which phrase shows time moving forward.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because frontier life had challenges. The

text is still organized by time.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is a Wrong pattern named trap? A real structure that does

not fit this text.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting the structure. Keep

the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the last paragraph tells about.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 9 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 1 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show events in a person's

life in order.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Put Laura's life in order: childhood, writing, fame.”

▸Students write first, then, after that on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: Childhood, then writing, then famous books.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to retell the three events in order.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say she was famous first. Check the order in the

text.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How does the order help? It shows how her childhood became

her books.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining sequence. Keep the

demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what Laura wanted people to understand.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 9 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 1 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can explain why an author uses

time order in a biography.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Ask: how does starting with childhood help you understand her

books?”

▸Students write the reason on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: It shows how her life led to her books and her fame.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to finish: The author starts with childhood so...

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the order makes it longer. Focus on how it

helps understanding.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why end with today? To show her books still matter.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about explaining how structure helps

purpose. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what keeps history alive, according to the text.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 9 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 1 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my answer and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“This trap names compare and contrast. Check if the text really

compares.”

▸Students write why it is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Wrong pattern named. The biography is in time order.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find the time words that prove time order.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept it because the text says life was difficult

long ago.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What would a compare text need? Two things described as

alike and different.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why an answer fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a Too narrow trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 9 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 1 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find the events first. Then put them in the order they

happened.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 9 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 1 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 9 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 1 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is C.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing B because Laura's family faced hard times.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 9 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 1 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is C. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 10 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 2 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning signal words that show the order of

events in a biography.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice the STAAR question which words

signal the order of events, and we will spot near misses.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Text Structure slide deck for Cluster 2 Module 2

. a class or student copy of "Laura Ingalls Wilder" . the student tracking

sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name three signal words that show time.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 10 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 2 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice signal words for

sequence.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Signal words are like road signs. They tell you where you are in

time.”

▸Read the sentence twice. Students underline When Laura was growing up

on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Signal words: When Laura was growing up.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what time in Laura's life this sentence is about.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may underline prairie or towns. Those are places, not

time signals.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is a signal word always one word? No. It can be a phrase, like

as Laura grew older.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing sequence signal

words. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what Laura helped her family with.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 10 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 2 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose the words that

signal order.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Ask of each choice: does it tell when?”

▸Students choose privately, then use the phrase in a sentence with a

partner.

ANSWER KEY: A. As Laura grew older.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student how As Laura grew older moves time forward.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may choose C because the list of states is in order. A

list of places is not a time signal.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is a Near-miss pattern trap? It looks like the right kind of

answer but does a different job.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting signal words. Keep

the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to find another signal phrase in the text.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 10 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 2 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how signal words

connect past and present.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Some signal words jump forward in time. Look for how far.”

▸Students write what the words show on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: They show a long time has passed, but her stories still

matter.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the time in the past and the time now.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think the sentence is about the frontier only.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why use signal words at the end? To bring the reader from the

past to today.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining signal words. Keep

the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what keeps history alive.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 3 Text Structure RPLD Deck · Cluster 2 · Module 2 · Teacher Script · 4



TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 10 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 2 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can explain how signal words

help a reader.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Ask: how would the text feel without the signal words?”

▸Students write how the signal words help on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: They help the reader follow her life step by step.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to finish: Signal words help me...

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may list words without saying how they help.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Do all paragraphs have signal words? Not always, but the key

ones do.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about explaining how signal words help.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how moving gave Laura stories.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 10 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 2 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my answer and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“This trap has a time word in it, winters, but it does a different

job.”

▸Students write why it is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Near-miss pattern. It is a list of challenges, not order.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to give a real signal phrase instead.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept it because winter is a season.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I check? Ask if the words move the reader through

time.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why an answer fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a Wrong pattern trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 10 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 2 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Hunt for words that tell when. Then write what time each one

shows.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 10 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 2 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 10 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 2 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is A.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing B because moving is something that happened.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 10 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 2 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is A. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 11 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 3 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are comparing two people from two biographies,

Laura Ingalls Wilder and Carmen Lomas Garza.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice the STAAR question how are the two

people alike and different, and we will spot answers that give

only half.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Text Structure slide deck for Cluster 2 Module 3

. a class or student copy of "Laura Ingalls Wilder" and "Carmen Lomas

Garza" . the student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to tell one way two classmates are alike and one

way they are different.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 11 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 3 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice details I can

compare.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“To compare, we need the same kind of detail about both

people.”

▸Read the sentence. Students write both birth years and places on the

NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Carmen: 1948, Texas. Laura: 1867, Wisconsin. Different.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student which person was born first.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only write Carmen's details. Comparing needs

both people.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why use the same kind of detail? So you can see if they match

or not.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing details to compare.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what each person did as a child.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 11 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 3 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose how two people

are alike and different.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A strong compare answer has an alike part and a different part.”

▸Students choose privately, then tell a partner the alike part and the different

part.

ANSWER KEY: B. Both shared stories from their own lives, but in different

ways.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the alike part.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because Laura lived on the prairie.

Carmen grew up in South Texas.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is an Only half the structure trap? It tells alike or different,

not both.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting the comparison.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how Carmen tells stories without words.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 11 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 3 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how two people are

alike.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Find a detail in each text that says the same kind of thing.”

▸Students write one detail from each text on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: Both believed everyday life tells important stories.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find the matching idea in the Garza text.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may give two details that do not match.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What word shows alike? Both, also, too, and same.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining similarities. Keep

the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what everyday moments Carmen paints.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 11 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 3 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can explain how two people are

different.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Ask: how did each person share their stories?”

▸Students write the difference on the OWN row using but or however.

ANSWER KEY: Laura used words; Carmen mostly used paintings.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to say it with but: Laura wrote, but Carmen...

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may give a difference with no evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What words show different? But, however, and instead.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about explaining a difference. Keep the

demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what else Carmen made besides paintings.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 11 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 3 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my answer and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“This trap is true, but it answers only half the question.”

▸Students write why it is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Only half the structure. It has no difference.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to add the different half.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think a true answer is always complete.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I check? Count: one alike, one different.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why an answer fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a Misreads a detail trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 11 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 3 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find one alike and one different. Use a detail from each text.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 11 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 3 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 11 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 3 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is C.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because it is true that both are storytellers.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 11 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 3 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is C. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 12 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 4 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning how text features like titles and

headings help organize an informational text.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice the STAAR question how does the

heading help the reader understand the selection, and we will

spot wrong structure types.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Text Structure slide deck for Cluster 2 Module 4

. a class or student copy of "Carmen Lomas Garza" . the student tracking

sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student how chapter titles help them find a part of a book.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 12 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 4 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice what a title or

heading tells me.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A title or heading is a preview. It tells you what to expect.”

▸Read the title and the sentence. Students write what the title tells on the

NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: The title tells the selection is about Carmen Lomas Garza.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what kind of text has a person's name as the title.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may skip the title. Text features are part of the text.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is a title a text feature? Yes. Titles, headings, photos, and

captions are all text features.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing a text feature. Keep

the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what heading could fit the part about her paintings.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 12 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 4 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose a heading that

fits a part of the text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A good heading names what the whole section is about.”

▸Students choose privately, then tell a partner one sentence the heading

covers.

ANSWER KEY: A. Her Art Tells Stories.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student which words in the sentence match the heading.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick C because tamales are mentioned. The

section is about her art, not a recipe.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is a Word match trap? An answer that uses a word from

the text but misses the idea.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting a heading. Keep the

demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to make up a heading for the part about her

books.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 12 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 4 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show what a photo and

caption add to a text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Photos and captions are text features. A caption tells what the

photo shows and why it matters.”

▸Point to the photo, then read the caption aloud. Students write what the

photo and caption add on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: The photo and caption show her paintings save family

memories, like a historian.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to tell one thing the photo shows that the words

do not.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only describe the photo. Push them to connect it

to the sentence and the section.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do authors add captions? A caption explains the photo so

the reader knows why it is there.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how a photo and

caption support the text. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a different caption for the same photo.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 12 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 4 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can explain how text features

help a reader.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Ask: how do features help you find and understand

information?”

▸Students write how features help on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: They tell what each part is about so the reader can follow

and find information.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to finish: Headings help me...

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say headings make the page look nice. Focus on

understanding.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can a picture help like a heading does? Yes. A photo can show

what the text describes.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about explaining how features help

purpose. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what photo would help this selection.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 12 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 4 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my answer and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“This trap names a how-to structure. Check what kind of text

this really is.”

▸Students write why it is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Wrong structure type. It is a biography, not a how-to text.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what kind of text this selection is.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept it because tamales are in the text.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I know the text type? Look at the title and the whole

selection.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why an answer fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a Too narrow trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 12 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 4 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find two parts of the text first. Then write a heading that names

each part.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 12 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 4 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 12 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 4 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is D.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing C because the excerpt mentions bright colors.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 12 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 4 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is D. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 13 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 1 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning how a poem is organized into lines

and stanzas.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice the STAAR question how does the

poet organize the poem, and we will spot wrong structure

types.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Text Structure slide deck for Cluster 3 Module 1

. a class or student copy of "Why We Need Laws" . the student tracking

sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student how a stanza is like a paragraph.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 13 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 1 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice what a stanza is

about.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A stanza is a group of lines. Ask what this group is about.”

▸Read the lines twice. Students write the problem on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Problem: no clear rules, so problems grew.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student how many lines are in stanza 1.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think each line is a stanza. A stanza is a group of

lines.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I find a stanza? Look for the space between groups of

lines.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing a stanza's job. Keep

the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what people argued over in line 1.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 13 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 1 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose how a poet

organizes a poem.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Look at what each stanza does. Then look at the order.”

▸Students choose privately, then point to the stanza where the solution

starts.

ANSWER KEY: C. Problems first, then a solution.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student which word begins the solution.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick C because poems can tell stories. This

poem has no character telling it.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is a Wrong structure type trap? It names a kind of

organization this poem does not use.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting the structure. Keep

the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why the poet uses So to start stanza 3.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 13 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 1 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show what a stanza adds to

a poem.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Stanza 2 keeps the problem going with more examples.”

▸Students write two problems from stanza 2 on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: Unfair food and loud voices winning.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student how stanza 2 is like stanza 1.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may copy the lines without saying the problem.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why add more problems? It shows how much the town needed

rules.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining what a stanza adds.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what disagreements spread like.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 13 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 1 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can explain how a poem's

structure helps the poet's purpose.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Ask: how does reading the problems first change how you feel

about the solution?”

▸Students write the reason on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Problems first show why laws are needed.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to finish: The poet wants me to understand...

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say what laws are instead of why the order

helps.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is the title a clue? Yes. Why We Need Laws tells the purpose.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about explaining structure and purpose.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how the title connects to the last stanza.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 13 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 1 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my answer and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“This trap uses the word rules from the poem, but the poem is

not a list.”

▸Students write why it is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Wrong structure type. It is problem then solution, not a

list.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find one actual rule in the poem. There is

none.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept it because the poem talks about rules.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I check? Ask what each stanza does.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why an answer fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a Describes another part trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 13 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 1 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Read one stanza at a time. Decide if it tells a problem or a

solution.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 13 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 1 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 3 Text Structure RPLD Deck · Cluster 3 · Module 1 · Teacher Script · 8



TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 13 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 1 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is A.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing C because the word rules appears in the poem.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 13 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 1 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is A. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 14 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 2 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning how the stanzas of a poem work

together to share a message.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice the STAAR question how do the parts

of the poem help the poet share the message, and we will spot

answers about another part.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Text Structure slide deck for Cluster 3 Module 2

. a class or student copy of "Why We Need Laws" . the student tracking

sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what job the first page of a picture book does.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 14 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 2 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice where a poem

changes direction.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A turn is where a poem changes direction. Listen for a signal

word.”

▸Read the lines twice. Students circle So on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: So signals the turn from problem to solution.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what came before the turn.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may circle gathered. So is the signal word.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is so a cause and effect word? Yes. The problems caused

people to make rules.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing a turn. Keep the

demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the people were searching for.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 14 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 2 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose the job of a part

of a poem.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Read the last three stanzas. What do they all show?”

▸Students choose privately, then read one proof line to a partner.

ANSWER KEY: A. The later stanzas show how laws help a town.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student which line proves the town got better.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick B because storms appear earlier. That

describes another part of the poem.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is a Describes another part trap? It tells about a different

part than the question asks about.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting a stanza's job. Keep

the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what trust means.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 14 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 2 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show what a stanza adds to

the message.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“This stanza shows what happened after the laws were written.”

▸Students write the effect on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: Neighbors settled what was fair and shared rights.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to say it with because: Neighbors got along

because...

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only copy the lines.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How is this stanza different from stanza 2? Stanza 2 shows

unfairness; this one shows fairness.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining what a stanza adds.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what problem from stanza 2 this stanza fixes.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 14 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 2 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can explain how the parts of a

poem build a message.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Ask: what does the reader understand by the last stanza that

they did not at the start?”

▸Students write the message and how the order helps on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Problem, laws, effects: the order proves laws bring order.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to say the message in one sentence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may give a topic, laws, instead of a message.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why say rules could not remove each fear? The poet is honest

that laws help but are not perfect.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about explaining structure and message.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what year after year shows.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 14 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 2 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my answer and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“This trap is a real line, but from a different part of the poem.”

▸Students write why it is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Describes another part. That line is from stanza 1.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find where the line really is.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept it because the line is in the poem.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I check? Find the part the question names and read

only that part.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why an answer fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a Too narrow trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 14 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 2 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find the job of each part first. Then put the parts together into a

message.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 3 Text Structure RPLD Deck · Cluster 3 · Module 2 · Teacher Script · 7



TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 14 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 2 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 3 Text Structure RPLD Deck · Cluster 3 · Module 2 · Teacher Script · 8



TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 14 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 2 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is B.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing C because the poem uses a storm simile.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 14 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 2 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is B. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 15 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 3 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning how a play, or drama, is organized.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice the STAAR question how do the

scenes help the reader follow the events, and we will spot wrong

structure types.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Text Structure slide deck for Cluster 3 Module 3

. a class or student copy of "The Lunchroom Discoveries" . the student

tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student how a play is different from a story.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 15 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 3 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice the parts of a play.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A play starts with a scene. The narrator helps us picture it.”

▸Read the line. Students write where and when on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Where: the school cafeteria. When: lunchtime.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student who the narrator is talking to.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think the narrator is a character in the action. The

narrator explains to the audience.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is a scene? One part of a play that happens in one place

and time.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing the parts of a play.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which characters are in the cast list.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 15 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 3 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose how a play is

organized.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Look at how each line begins.”

▸Students choose privately, then point to two speaker names.

ANSWER KEY: C. As a play, with characters' names before their lines.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student how they know who is talking.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because stories have characters too. A

play shows names before lines.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is a Wrong structure type trap? It names a way of

organizing that fits a different kind of text.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting the structure. Keep

the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask why a play needs names before lines.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 15 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 3 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the order of events in

a play.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“In a play, the lines move the events forward, one speaker at a

time.”

▸Students write first, then, next on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: Alex and Jordan talk, Nina joins, Nina adds new

information.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what new information Nina adds.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may skip the bracket line that tells Nina walks over.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Who tells us Nina walks over? The words in brackets, called

stage directions.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining sequence in a play.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what other discoveries the students name.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 15 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 3 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can explain how a part of a play

helps the reader.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Ask: what would be confusing if the narrator were gone?”

▸Students write the narrator's job on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: The narrator explains what is happening so the reader can

follow.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find another narrator line and tell its job.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the narrator is just another character.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Do all plays have a narrator? No, but this one uses one to guide

the audience.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about explaining a part of a drama. Keep

the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the narrator tells us in line 2 of the scene.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 15 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 3 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my answer and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“This trap mixes up the topic with the structure.”

▸Students write why it is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Wrong structure type. It is a play, not an article.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name two parts that prove it is a play.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept it because the play teaches facts about

Pasteur.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can a play teach facts? Yes, but it is still organized as a play.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why an answer fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a Too narrow trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 15 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 3 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Hunt for each part of the play. Then write its job.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 15 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 3 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 15 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 3 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is D.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing C because Pasteur's discovery is about milk.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 15 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 3 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is D. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 16 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 4 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning about stage directions, the words in

brackets that tell what happens in a play.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice the STAAR question why does the

playwright include stage directions, and we will spot answers

about only one detail.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Text Structure slide deck for Cluster 3 Module 4

. a class or student copy of "The Lunchroom Discoveries" . the student

tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to act out a stage direction: [Walks to the door

and waves.]

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 16 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 4 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice stage directions in

a play.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Stage directions are not spoken. They tell what happens.”

▸Read the direction. Students write what it tells on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Nina walks over with her tray. A new character joins.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student how they can spot a stage direction.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may read stage directions aloud as lines. They are

not spoken.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why use brackets? So readers know these words are

directions, not lines.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing stage directions.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what Nina says first after she walks over.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 16 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 4 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose why a playwright

uses stage directions.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Think about all the stage directions, not just one.”

▸Students choose privately, then find a second stage direction that proves

their answer.

ANSWER KEY: B. To help the reader picture what the characters do.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read another stage direction aloud.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick C because one direction is about milk. That

is one detail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is a Too narrow, one detail trap? It is about one detail

instead of the whole job.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting the job of stage

directions. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the audience would miss without this direction.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 16 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 4 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how a stage direction

helps the reader.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Directions often bring in a character or show a change.”

▸Students write what the direction shows on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: Mr. Reyes arrives and notices the students, so he joins in.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what Mr. Reyes says right after.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may describe Mr. Reyes instead of the direction's job.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Could the play work without it? It would be confusing when Mr.

Reyes suddenly talks.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how directions help.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the scene heading for Scene 3 tells us.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 16 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 4 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can explain how parts of a play

work together.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Ask: how do the scenes break up the story?”

▸Students write how the parts work together on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Scenes split the play into parts; directions show the

actions.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the five scene headings.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may describe only one part.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why name the last scene The Bell Rings? It tells the reader the

lunch is ending.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about explaining structure and purpose.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what idea the students leave thinking about.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 16 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 4 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my answer and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“This trap is true for one direction, but the question asks about

all of them.”

▸Students write why it is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Too narrow, one detail. The question is about all the

directions.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to give two other directions and their jobs.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept it because the direction really is in the

play.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I avoid a too narrow answer? Make sure it fits every

example.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why an answer fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a Wrong structure type trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 16 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 4 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find the words in brackets first. Then write what each helps

you picture.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 16 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 4 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 16 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 4 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is A.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing B because lunch trays appear in the directions.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 16 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 4 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is A. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 17 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 1 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning how a history text uses sequence to

tell events in order.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice the STAAR question how does the

author organize paragraphs 2 through 4, and we will spot

answers about another part.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Text Structure slide deck for Cluster 4 Module 1

. a class or student copy of "Benjamin Franklin and Electricity" . the

student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to tell the steps of washing hands in order.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 17 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 1 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice where a sequence

begins.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A sequence has a first step. Here it is the problem.”

▸Read the sentence twice. Students write the first step on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: First step: lightning damaged buildings.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what during Franklin's time tells us.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the first step is Franklin's birth. That is

paragraph 1, not paragraphs 2 through 4.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is during Franklin's time a time clue? Yes. It tells when the

problem happened.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing a sequence. Keep

the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what people did not understand.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 17 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 1 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose how paragraphs

are organized.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Read only paragraphs 2, 3, and 4. What does each one do?”

▸Students choose privately, then label each paragraph with a partner.

ANSWER KEY: C. Problem, then experiments, then the invention and its

result.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what paragraph 4 tells.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because paragraph 1 tells about his life.

The question asks about 2 through 4.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is a Describes another part trap? It tells about paragraphs

the question does not ask about.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting the organization.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what Franklin learned through experiments.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 17 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 1 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show steps in order.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“This sentence hides a sequence. Find each step.”

▸Students write first, next, then on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: Strike, wire, ground.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to trace the path with a finger on a drawing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may skip the wire step.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What signal word starts the sentence? When, which shows one

step causes the next.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining a sequence. Keep

the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask where the wire runs.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 17 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 1 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can explain why an author uses

sequence.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Ask: why does the result come last?”

▸Students write the reason on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: It shows how the problem led to the invention and its

result.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to finish: The author ends with the result so...

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may restate the invention without the reason for the

order.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What would happen if paragraph 4 came first? The reader

would not know what it protected against.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about explaining structure and purpose.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what paragraph 5 adds.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 17 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 1 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my answer and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“This trap is true, but it comes from a different paragraph.”

▸Students write why it is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Describes another part. That is paragraph 1.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to number the paragraphs and point to

paragraph 1.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept it because it is true about Franklin.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I check? Reread only the paragraphs the question

names.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why an answer fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a Wrong pattern trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 17 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 1 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Read one paragraph at a time. Write what each one tells in

order.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 17 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 1 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 3 Text Structure RPLD Deck · Cluster 4 · Module 1 · Teacher Script · 8



TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 17 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 1 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is D.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because Franklin's childhood is in the passage.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 17 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 1 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is D. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 18 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 2 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning how a history text uses cause and

effect to explain why events happened.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice the STAAR stem the author uses

cause and effect to help the reader understand, and we will spot

answers that give only half.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Text Structure slide deck for Cluster 4 Module 2

. a class or student copy of "Benjamin Franklin and Electricity" . the

student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to finish: I was late because... What is the cause

and the effect?

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 18 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 2 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice a cause and its

signal word.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Because points to the cause. Find what comes after it.”

▸Read the sentence twice. Students circle because and underline the cause

on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Cause: they did not know how to protect homes. Effect:

they worried.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to say the cause in their own words.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think storms are the cause. The sentence says

not knowing how to protect homes is why they worried.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does the cause always come first in the sentence? No. With

because, the cause often comes second.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about finding a cause. Keep the

demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what incorrect ideas people had.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 18 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 2 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose what cause and

effect explains.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Look at the biggest cause and the biggest effect in the text.”

▸Students choose privately, then tell a partner the cause and the effect.

ANSWER KEY: B. Why Franklin's invention made communities safer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to finish: Buildings were safer because...

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick C because it is a cause from the text. It has

no effect.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is an Only half the structure trap? It gives just the cause

or just the effect.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting what the structure

explains. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask why A is a near miss.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 18 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 2 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show a cause and its

effect.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“This knowledge points back to what he learned. That is the

cause.”

▸Students fill in cause and effect on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: Cause: metal conducts electricity. Effect: he invented the

rod.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what this knowledge refers to.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may give only the effect.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I find the cause when the sentence says this? Look at

the sentence before.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining cause and effect.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask for an effect of the rod in paragraph 5.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 18 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 2 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can explain how cause and

effect helps the author's purpose.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Ask: what effects did Franklin's work have on other people?”

▸Students write the effects and the purpose on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: It shows his work caused safety and more learning.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name an effect that reaches today.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may list effects without connecting them to why his

work mattered.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can one cause have many effects? Yes. Franklin's work had

several.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about explaining structure and purpose.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what modern things depend on electricity.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 18 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 2 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my answer and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“This trap is true, but it stops halfway through the text.”

▸Students write why it is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Only half the structure. It leaves out the rod and its effect.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to add the missing half.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept it because the sentence is in the text.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I check for both halves? Ask: what caused it, and what

happened because of it?

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why an answer fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a Near-miss pattern trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 18 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 2 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find a cause first. Then find what happened because of it.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 18 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 2 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 18 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 2 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is B.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because fires spreading is in the excerpt.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 18 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 2 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is B. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 19 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 3 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning about the central idea and how

authors use description to support it. We will read about the

Founding Fathers.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a STAAR question, like what is the

central idea of the selection, and we will learn to spot answers

that are too broad.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Text Structure slide deck for Cluster 4 Module 3

. a class or student copy of "The Founding Fathers" . the student tracking

sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain the difference between a topic and a

central idea.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 19 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 3 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice the sentence that

tells the central idea.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Authors often tell the big idea near the beginning. Listen for

who and what the whole text is about.”

▸Read the sentence twice. Students underline who the text is about and

what they did on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: The Founding Fathers were leaders who helped create

the United States.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to say the central idea in their own words.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may name only the topic, the Founding Fathers,

without telling what they did.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is the difference between a topic and a central idea? A

topic is a few words. A central idea is a full sentence.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about finding the stated central

idea. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the next paragraphs will probably describe.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 19 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 3 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose the central idea

of a text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“One choice is so big it could fit many texts. One choice is only

one small part.”

▸Students choose privately, then tell a partner the trap name for B and C.

ANSWER KEY: A. The Founding Fathers worked together to create a new

nation and its government.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student which paragraphs support choice A.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick B because it sounds important. Important is

not the same as specific to this text.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I spot Too broad? Ask if the answer could be the

central idea of a different book too.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting the central idea.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in B and in C.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 19 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 3 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how a detail supports

the central idea.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A supporting detail is a piece of proof. It helps hold up the big

idea.”

▸Students write how the detail supports the central idea on the SHOW row.

Take two or three answers.

ANSWER KEY: Writing the Constitution shows the leaders creating the

new government.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to finish: This detail supports the central idea

because...

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may copy the detail without connecting it to the

central idea.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can a date be a supporting detail? Yes, if the event on that date

supports the big idea.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining supporting

evidence. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask for a second detail that supports the central idea.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 3 Text Structure RPLD Deck · Cluster 4 · Module 3 · Teacher Script · 4



TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 19 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 3 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can explain how describing

details helps the central idea.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“When an author describes, the author gives details about one

topic. Ask what this paragraph helps us picture.”

▸Students write the job of paragraph 4 on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: It describes the leaders so the reader knows who the

Founding Fathers were.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name two leaders paragraph 4 describes.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may list names without telling why the author

included them.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why would an author describe people? So the reader

understands who did the important work.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about explaining how description

supports the central idea. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what paragraph 11 describes.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 3 Text Structure RPLD Deck · Cluster 4 · Module 3 · Teacher Script · 5



TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 19 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 3 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my answer and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“This trap is not wrong about life. It is just too big for this text.”

▸Students write why it is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Too broad central idea. It does not name the Founding

Fathers or the new nation.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to fix the trap so it fits this text.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept it because the selection does talk about

leadership.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I make a broad answer fit? Add who and what from this

text.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why an answer fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a Too narrow trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 19 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 3 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Write the central idea first. Then copy two details that hold it

up.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 19 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 3 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 19 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 3 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is C.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because it sounds true and important.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 19 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 3 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is C. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 20 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 4 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning how the order of events in a history

text helps us understand why those events mattered.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a STAAR question, like how does the

organization help the author, and we will learn to spot near-miss

patterns.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Text Structure slide deck for Cluster 4 Module 4

. a class or student copy of "The Founding Fathers" . the student tracking

sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to tell three things they did this morning in order.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 20 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 4 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice time words that

show order.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Dates are signal words too. They tell us where we are in the

story of history.”

▸Read the sentence twice. Students circle In 1776 on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: In 1776 is the time clue.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find another date in the selection.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may circle the name of the document instead of the

time clue.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is a date a signal word? Yes. Dates help show time order.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about finding time clues. Keep the

demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what happened after 1776.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 20 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 4 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose how an author

organizes a history text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Look at the beginning, the middle, and the end. What happens

first, next, and last?”

▸Students choose privately, then tell a partner the time words that prove

their choice.

ANSWER KEY: B. In time order, from the colonies' problems to the new

government.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name three events in order.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may choose A because the text has a problem. One

problem and one fix does not cover the whole text.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is a Near-miss pattern? A pattern that fits part of the text

but not the way the whole text is built.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting the organization.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name a time word from paragraph 10.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 20 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 4 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how one event leads

to the next.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“In history, one event often causes the next one. That is why the

order matters.”

▸Students fill in cause and effect on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: Cause: winning the war. Effect: the United States became

independent.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to say it with so: The colonies won the war, so...

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may switch the cause and the effect.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can a text be in time order and show cause and effect too? Yes.

Events in order often cause each other.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how events

connect. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what new problem came after independence.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 20 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 4 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can explain how the order of

events helps the author's purpose.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Ask: why did the author tell the war before the Constitution?”

▸Students write how the order helps the reader on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: The order shows that each event led to the next, so the

reader sees why the Constitution was needed.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to finish: Because the events are in order, the

reader understands...

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may retell the events without saying how the order

helps.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is the author's purpose here? To inform readers how the

nation was formed and why it matters.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about explaining how structure

contributes to purpose. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the last paragraph adds.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 20 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 4 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my answer and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“This trap uses two real names from the text, so it feels close.

Check what the paragraphs do.”

▸Students write why it is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Near-miss pattern. The text tells events in order, not a

comparison.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find a paragraph that is about events, not

comparing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept it because Great Britain appears often.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I check a compare answer? Look for alike and different

words, like both and but.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why an answer fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a One part, not the whole trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 20 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 4 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“List the events in order first. Then tell why the order helps.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 20 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 4 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 20 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 4 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is B.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because both the war and the Constitution appear

in the excerpt.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 20 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 4 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is B. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 21 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 1 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are reading a biography of Henry Ford and

learning how an author describes a person's life.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a STAAR question, like how does the

author organize the information about this person, and we will

spot wrong pattern traps.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Text Structure slide deck for Cluster 5 Module 1

. a class or student copy of "Henry Ford: Visionary of Travel" . the student

tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to describe a family member in three words.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 21 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 1 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice words that

describe a person.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Describe means to tell what someone or something is like.

Listen for who Henry Ford was.”

▸Read the sentence twice. Students underline engineer and businessman

on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Engineer and businessman describe who Henry Ford

was.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to tell what an engineer does.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may underline only his name.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is a biography a story? It tells about a real person, using facts.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about finding describing details.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the author describes in paragraph 1 about his

childhood.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 21 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 1 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose how an author

organizes a biography.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Two of these are real patterns, but not the one this text uses.”

▸Students choose privately, then tell a partner which paragraph proves their

choice.

ANSWER KEY: C. By describing his life and his ideas.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student which paragraph describes his ideas.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick B because the assembly line works step by

step. That is one detail, not how the text is organized.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is a Wrong pattern named trap? It names a real structure

that does not match this text.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting the structure. Keep

the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name what paragraph 3 describes.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 21 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 1 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show a cause and its effect

in a biography.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“This sentence starts with This made. Ask what this is.”

▸Students fill in cause and effect on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: Cause: the assembly line. Effect: cars were faster and

cheaper to build.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to say it with because.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the effect is the assembly line. The

assembly line is the cause.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What does This mean in the sentence? It points back to the

assembly line in the sentence before.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining cause and effect.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what happened because cars cost less.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 21 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 1 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can explain why an author

describes a person's childhood.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Ask: what job does the childhood paragraph do for the whole

biography?”

▸Students write the job of paragraph 1 on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: It shows his early interest in machines, so his later work

makes sense.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to finish: Paragraph 1 helps the reader

understand...

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may summarize his childhood instead of naming the

job.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why start a biography with childhood? It shows where a

person's interests began.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about explaining how structure helps

purpose. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what job paragraph 4 does.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 21 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 1 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my answer and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“This trap names a real pattern, but this short biography is

mostly description.”

▸Students write why it is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Wrong pattern named. The text describes his life, not one

problem and solution.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to count how many paragraphs describe Henry

Ford.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept it because cars did help people travel.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I check the pattern? Ask what each paragraph mostly

does.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why an answer fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a Word match trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 21 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 1 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Name the structure first. Then copy two sentences that prove

it.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 21 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 1 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 21 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 1 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is C.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because horses and cars both appear in the text.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 21 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 1 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is C. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 22 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 2 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are finding a problem and solution inside a

biography. Henry Ford saw a problem and solved it.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a STAAR question, like which pattern

does the author use in paragraphs 1 through 3, and we will spot

near-miss traps.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Text Structure slide deck for Cluster 5 Module 2

. a class or student copy of "Henry Ford: Visionary of Travel" . the student

tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name a problem at school and how it could be

solved.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 22 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 2 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice the problem in a

biography.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A problem is something that needs to be fixed. Who could not

get a car?”

▸Read the sentence twice. Students write the problem and circle so on the

NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Problem: cars were too expensive. Signal word: so.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to say the problem in their own words.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the problem is horses. Horses were how

people traveled, not the problem Ford wanted to fix.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why is so a signal word? It shows what happened because of

something.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about finding the problem. Keep

the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask who Henry Ford thought should have cars.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 3 Text Structure RPLD Deck · Cluster 5 · Module 2 · Teacher Script · 2



TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 22 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 2 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose the pattern in

part of a text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Look at paragraph 2 and paragraph 3 together. What is wrong,

and what does Henry want to do?”

▸Students choose privately, then tell a partner which sentence shows the

solution.

ANSWER KEY: B. Problem and solution.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student which sentence shows Henry's plan.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because time passes. Time passing is not

the main pattern in these paragraphs.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How is problem and solution different from cause and effect? A

solution is a fix someone chooses on purpose.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting the pattern. Keep

the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the problem and the plan.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 22 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 2 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the solution to a

problem.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A solution matches the problem. The problem was cost. Look

for a word about cost.”

▸Students write the solution and how it fixes the problem on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: Solution: the affordable Model T. It fixed the problem of

cars costing too much.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to point to the word affordable.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may name the Ford Motor Company as the solution.

The car itself fixed the cost problem.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I know it is the solution? It fixes the exact problem from

earlier.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining the solution. Keep

the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask for a second solution in paragraph 6.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 3 Text Structure RPLD Deck · Cluster 5 · Module 2 · Teacher Script · 4



TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 22 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 2 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can explain why an author tells

the problem first.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Ask: would the Model T seem important if we did not know

about the problem?”

▸Students write why the problem comes first on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: The problem comes first so the solution seems important.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to finish: Telling the problem first helps the

reader...

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may just retell how people traveled.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does order matter in problem and solution? The problem

sets up why the solution matters.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about explaining how structure helps

purpose. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what paragraph 5 shows about the solution.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 22 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 2 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my answer and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“This trap is close. Close is not enough on STAAR. Choose the

best fit.”

▸Students write why it is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Near-miss pattern. The paragraphs are mainly problem

and solution.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the problem and the plan.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept it because the word if shows a cause.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if two patterns seem true? Choose the one the

paragraphs are mostly built around.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why an answer fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write an Only half the structure trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 22 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 2 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Copy the problem first. Then copy the solution.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 22 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 2 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 22 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 2 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is A.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing B because horses appear in the excerpt's paragraph.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 22 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 2 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is A. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 23 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 3 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are reading two biographies and comparing how

the authors organized them.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a STAAR question, like how are the

structures of the two selections alike and different, and we will

make sure we answer both halves.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Text Structure slide deck for Cluster 5 Module 3

. a class or student copy of "Henry Ford: Visionary of Travel" and "Sam

Walton" . the student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to tell one way two of their friends are alike and

one way they are different.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 23 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 3 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice how two texts

begin.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Authors of biographies often begin at the start of a person's

life.”

▸Students write how each text begins on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Both begin with the person's childhood.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name one childhood detail from each text.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only describe one text. The job is to look at both.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why compare beginnings? It shows the authors used the same

plan to start.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing structure in two

texts. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how the childhood details connect to each man's later

work.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 23 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 3 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose how two texts

are organized alike.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Think about Henry Ford's Model T and Sam Walton's Walmart.

What problem did each one solve?”

▸Students choose privately, then tell a partner each man's problem and

solution.

ANSWER KEY: C. Both tell a problem and a solution, in time order.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name each man's solution.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick B because Sam Walton opened stores.

That fits only one text.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I check alike? The answer must be true for both texts.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting a shared structure.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what problem both men wanted to fix: high prices.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 23 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 3 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the problem in two

texts.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Look for words about cost in both texts.”

▸Students write each man's problem on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: Both problems were about prices that were too high for

families.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to say how the two problems are alike.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write the solution instead of the problem.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can two texts have the same kind of problem? Yes, and that

makes their structures alike.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining problems in two

texts. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which paragraph in each text tells the problem.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 23 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 3 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can explain how two text

structures are different.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Look at where each author spends the most paragraphs.”

▸Students write one difference on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Ford's text explains a process, the assembly line.

Walton's text explains how his business grew.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to finish: The Ford text is different because...

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may name a difference in the facts, not in the

structure.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is a structure difference? A difference in how the author

organizes or explains the ideas.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about explaining differences in structure.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask why Ford's author explains a process.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 23 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 3 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my answer and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“This answer is true. It just stops halfway.”

▸Students write why it is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Only half the structure. It tells alike but not different.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to add the missing half.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think a true answer is always a complete answer.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I avoid this trap? Check that I answered every part of

the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why an answer fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a Word match trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 23 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 3 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Write alike first, then different. Then add proof from each text.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 23 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 3 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 3 Text Structure RPLD Deck · Cluster 5 · Module 3 · Teacher Script · 8



TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 23 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 3 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is B.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing D because both texts do begin with childhood.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 23 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 3 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is B. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 24 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 4 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week you will explain a text structure on your own. We will

read about Sam Walton.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a STAAR question, like how does the

structure help the author's purpose, and we will learn to stay on

the part the question asks about.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Text Structure slide deck for Cluster 5 Module 4

. a class or student copy of "Sam Walton" . the student tracking sheet .

pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what a short response needs: an answer, an

explanation, and proof.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 24 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 4 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice signal words that

show cause and effect.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Because of tells us one thing made another thing happen.”

▸Students circle Because of and write the cause and effect on the NOTICE

row.

ANSWER KEY: Signal: because of. Cause: hard childhood. Effect: strong

work ethic.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to say what these experiences means.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the effect is the Great Depression.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What does work ethic mean? Believing in hard work and doing

your best.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about finding cause and effect

signals. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how his childhood connects to his store.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 24 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 4 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose how an author

organizes a biography.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Look at dates in the text: 1918, 1962, 1992. What do they

show?”

▸Students choose privately, then tell a partner two dates that prove time

order.

ANSWER KEY: B. In time order, from his childhood to his growing

company.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the first and last events.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because Walmart appears so often.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do dates help? They show the author moves forward in

time.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting the structure. Keep

the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask why an author of a biography might use time order.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 24 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 4 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show a problem and

solution in a biography.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“First find the problem. Then look ahead in the text for his fix.”

▸Students write the problem and the solution on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: Problem: high prices. Solution: Walmart with lower prices.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student which paragraph tells the solution.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may name the Great Depression as the problem

Walmart solved.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can a biography have a problem and solution? Yes. Many

people are famous because they solved a problem.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining problem and

solution. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what effects the solution had on small towns.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 24 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 4 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can explain how a structure

helps the author's purpose.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Your answer needs three parts: the structure, how it helps, and

the purpose.”

▸Students write a short response on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Time order shows how his childhood led to his idea,

which supports the purpose of showing one person can make a difference.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their response and point to all three parts.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may name the structure but not explain how it helps.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is the author's purpose? To inform readers about Sam

Walton and show how his ideas made a difference.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about explaining how structure

contributes to purpose. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how the last paragraph connects to the first.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 24 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 4 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my answer and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“This trap is about a true detail, but it is not the part the question

asks about.”

▸Students write why it is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Describes another part. Jobs are one detail, not the whole

structure.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to fix the answer so it talks about the whole

structure.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think any true detail can answer a structure

question.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I stay on the question? Reread the question and name

the structure first.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why an answer fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a Too broad trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 24 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 4 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Name the structure, tell how it helps, then add your proof.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 24 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 4 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 24 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 4 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is A.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing D because jobs are an important part of the text.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 24 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 4 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is A. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 25 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 1 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning that stories have structure too. Many

stories are built around a problem and a resolution.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a STAAR question, like how does the

author organize the problem and the solution, and we will spot

wrong pattern traps.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Text Structure slide deck for Cluster 6 Module 1

. a class or student copy of "Crash" . the student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to tell about a time something went wrong and

how it got fixed.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 25 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 1 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice the problem in a

story.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Every story needs a problem. Listen for the moment things go

wrong.”

▸Read the sentences with feeling. Students write the problem on the

NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: The problem: the jar breaks.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student why this is a problem for Amina.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the problem is the science project.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is the problem always a big disaster? No. It is anything the

character has to deal with.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about finding the story problem.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the bigger problem is: whether to tell the truth.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 25 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 1 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose how a story is

organized.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Ask: what goes wrong, and how does it get fixed?”

▸Students choose privately, then tell a partner the problem and the

resolution.

ANSWER KEY: A. A problem happens, then Amina makes a choice that

solves it.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student which paragraph shows the solution.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick C because the class worked on a plant

project.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is a resolution? The part of the story where the problem is

solved.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting the story structure.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what Amina chose to do.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 25 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 1 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the action that solves

a story problem.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The turning point is when the character acts. Watch what

Amina does with her hand.”

▸Students write the action and its effect on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: Action: she raised her hand and told the truth. Effect: the

class helped make things right.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to say it with because.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say Mrs. Ramirez solved the problem.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Who solves the problem in this story? Amina does, by being

honest.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how an action leads

to a resolution. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how the classmates help.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 25 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 1 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can explain why an author ends a

story a certain way.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The ending is where the author ties the problem and the

solution together.”

▸Students write the job of the ending on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: The ending shows the problem is solved and teaches the

lesson about honesty.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to finish: The ending helps the reader

understand...

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only retell the ending.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do endings matter? They show how the problem worked

out and why it matters.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about explaining how the ending

supports purpose. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what lesson Mrs. Ramirez gives in paragraph 8.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 25 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 1 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my answer and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“This trap uses two real names. Check what the story is built

around.”

▸Students write why it is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Wrong pattern named. The story is problem and

resolution, not compare and contrast.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to tell the problem and resolution in two

sentences.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept it because both names appear.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I check for compare and contrast? Look for words like

both, alike, and different.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why an answer fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write an Only half the structure trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 25 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 1 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Copy the problem sentence first. Then copy the resolution

sentence.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 25 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 1 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 25 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 1 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is B.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because the plant is described at the start of the

story.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 25 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 1 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is B. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 26 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 2 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning how one event can change the

direction of a story.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a STAAR question, like how does the

event change the direction of the story, and we will give full

answers with before and after.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Text Structure slide deck for Cluster 6 Module 2

. a class or student copy of "Crash" . the student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name an event that changed their day.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 3 Text Structure RPLD Deck · Cluster 6 · Module 2 · Teacher Script · 1



TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 26 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 2 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice how a story

begins.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“To see a change, first notice how things were before.”

▸Students write two words that describe the classroom on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Calm and focused.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find another clue that the room was quiet.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may skip ahead to the crash.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does the author show a calm beginning? So the change

stands out.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing the beginning. Keep

the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what sound the class could hear.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 26 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 2 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose the event that

changes a story.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Find the event that makes everything different.”

▸Students choose privately, then tell a partner how the story changed.

ANSWER KEY: B. The jar breaks after Amina bumps the table.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what changed after the crash.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick C because cleaning up is a big event.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is a turning point? The moment that changes where the

story is going.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting the turning point.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how Amina feels right after the crash.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 26 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 2 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show what changes before

and after an event.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Look at the feeling in the room. It changes in one moment.”

▸Students fill in Before and After on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: Before: busy and calm. After: silent, and Amina faces a

choice.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to say it with but: The room was calm, but...

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only write the after part.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does a story need a turning point? It creates the problem

the character must solve.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining before and after.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what Amina wonders in paragraph 9.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 26 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 2 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can explain why an event

matters to a story's structure.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Ask: what would the story be without the crash?”

▸Students write why the crash matters on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: The crash sets up Amina's choice, which teaches the

lesson about honesty.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to finish: Without the crash, the story...

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the crash matters because glass broke.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How does a turning point help the author's purpose? It sets up

the lesson the author wants to teach.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about explaining how structure helps

purpose. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how the story ends.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 26 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 2 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my answer and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“This answer is true but stops early. What does the crash lead

to?”

▸Students write why it is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Only half the structure. It skips the choice the crash

creates.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to add the missing half.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think a true detail is enough.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I give a full answer? Tell before, after, and what it leads

to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why an answer fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a Describes another part trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 26 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 2 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Write before first. Then write after. Then copy your proof.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 26 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 2 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 26 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 2 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is C.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing B because the project seems to stop after the crash.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 26 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 2 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is C. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 27 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 3 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning how an author puts events in order

so they lead a character to a choice.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a STAAR question, like how does the

author organize the events that lead to the character's choice,

and we will spot wrong structure type traps.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Text Structure slide deck for Cluster 6 Module 3

. a class or student copy of "The Good Citizen" . the student tracking sheet

. pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to tell the steps they took to make a choice this

morning.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 27 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 3 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice words that show

sequence.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Order words help readers follow events. Listen for first, then,

after that, and finally.”

▸Read the sentences twice. Students circle Each Saturday, First, and Then

on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Each Saturday, First, and Then show order.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find After that and Finally in the same

paragraph.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may circle the chores instead of the order words.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does the author show the routine? So we notice later

when Elena breaks it.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about finding sequence words.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which chore comes second.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 27 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 3 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose how events in a

story are organized.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Think about the order: rushing, forgetting, remembering, then

choosing.”

▸Students choose privately, then tell a partner the event that comes right

before the choice.

ANSWER KEY: A. In time order, with each event leading to Elena's choice

to go back.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what Elena chooses to do.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick B because the story tells many facts about

the shelter at the start.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is a Wrong structure type trap? It names a structure from

another kind of text.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting the structure. Keep

the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what the word however signals.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 27 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 3 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how one event

causes another.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Ask why Elena was in a hurry. That is the start of the chain.”

▸Students fill in cause and effect on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: Cause: she rushed to meet friends. Effect: she forgot

Rusty's food.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to say it with so.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the cause was that Rusty was hungry.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can events in a story be cause and effect? Yes. One event

often leads to the next.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining cause and effect in a

story. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what clue word shows the rushing.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 27 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 3 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can explain why an author puts

events in a certain order.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Ask: what if she remembered right away? Would the choice feel

as big?”

▸Students write why the order matters on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: The fun first makes the sudden memory and her choice

feel bigger.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to finish: The author puts the park first so...

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only retell the park scene.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How can order build feeling? A calm part before a problem

makes the problem stand out.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about explaining how structure helps

purpose. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the sentence Then something happened signals.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 27 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 3 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my answer and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Description is a real structure, but it does not show how events

lead to a choice.”

▸Students write why it is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Wrong structure type. The events are in sequence, not

description.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to list three events in order that lead to the

choice.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept it because the first paragraphs describe

the shelter.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I check? Look at what the question asks about: the

events, not the setting.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why an answer fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a Word match trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 27 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 3 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“List the events in order first. Then copy the choice.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 27 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 3 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 27 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 3 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is D.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing C because feeding a dog is an important part of the

story.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 27 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 3 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is D. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 28 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 4 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are writing about why an author chose a

structure. We will reread The Good Citizen.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a STAAR question, like why did the

author choose this structure, and we will avoid answers that are

too broad.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Text Structure slide deck for Cluster 6 Module 4

. a class or student copy of "The Good Citizen" . the student tracking sheet

. pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student why a builder might choose a certain plan for a

house.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 28 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 4 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice a signal word that

shows a change.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“However is like a turn signal on a car. It tells you the story is

turning.”

▸Students circle However and write what changes on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: However signals the change.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what was normal before this sentence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may circle Saturday.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What other words signal a change? But, then, suddenly, and

instead.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about finding signal words. Keep

the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to find another turning point word in the story.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 28 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 4 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose the structure of

a story.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Ask: what goes wrong, and how does Elena fix it?”

▸Students choose privately, then tell a partner the mistake and the fix.

ANSWER KEY: C. A mistake and how Elena makes it right, told in time

order.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student which paragraph shows the fix.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick B because it sounds safe. Safe and broad is

not the best answer.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I spot a Too broad answer? It could describe almost

any story.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting the structure. Keep

the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the signal word Because in the

sentence.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 28 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 4 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how a character

solves a problem.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The checklist is a solution. What problem does it fix?”

▸Students write the problem and the solution on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: Problem: forgetting from rushing. Solution: a checklist.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student why a checklist helps.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the problem was the park.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can a story have two solutions? Yes. She fixes the mistake and

then prevents it.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining problem and

solution. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the manager says about mistakes.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 28 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 4 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can explain why an author chose

a structure.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Name the structure, tell how it helps, and name the lesson it

teaches.”

▸Students write a short response on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: The order from mistake to fix lets the reader learn the

lesson about responsibility with Elena.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their response and point to the structure

and the purpose.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write only the lesson without the structure.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do structure and purpose connect? The structure is the

path that leads the reader to the purpose.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about analyzing how structure

contributes to purpose. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how the last paragraph connects to the beginning.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 28 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 4 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my answer and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“This trap is not wrong. It just does not say anything about this

story.”

▸Students write why it is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Too broad. It could be said about any story.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to fix the answer with details from this story.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think short and general is fine.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I make an answer specific? Use names, events, and

the lesson from this text.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why an answer fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a Describes another part trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 28 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 4 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Name the structure, tell why the author chose it, then add

proof.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 28 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 4 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 28 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 4 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is A.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing B because every story does need an ending.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 28 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 4 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is A. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 29 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 1 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning how poems are organized with

stanzas, rhyme, and repeated words. We will read A Dream Can

Grow.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a STAAR question, like how does the

repeated pattern help organize the poem, and we will spot

wrong structure type traps.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Text Structure slide deck for Cluster 7 Module 1

. a class or student copy of "A Dream Can Grow" . the student tracking

sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name a song with words that repeat.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 29 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 1 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice rhyming words in a

poem.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Rhyme is a pattern. Listen for the sounds at the end of each

line.”

▸Read the lines aloud twice. Students circle heart and start on the NOTICE

row.

ANSWER KEY: Heart and start rhyme.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find the next rhyming pair in stanza 1.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may circle words in the middle of the lines.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do poets rhyme? Rhyme makes a poem musical and easy

to remember.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about finding a rhyme pattern.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to find a rhyming pair in stanza 3.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 29 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 1 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose how a repeated

pattern organizes a poem.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Count how many times you see dream and grow.”

▸Students choose privately, then tell a partner one stanza where dream or

grow repeats.

ANSWER KEY: A. The words dream and grow repeat, showing the dream

getting bigger.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find grow in the last stanza.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick C because friend is in the line.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What does repetition do? It ties the stanzas together around

one big idea.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting how repetition

organizes a poem. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what grows in each stanza.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 29 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 1 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how an idea changes

across stanzas.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Read stanza 1, then stanza 3. How big is the dream each time?”

▸Students write stanza 1 and stanza 3 on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: Stanza 1: tiny hope in one heart. Stanza 3: it spreads to

towns.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to say: At first the dream... but later...

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write the same idea for both stanzas.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can a poem have an order? Yes. This one moves from small to

big.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how stanzas build

an idea. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what stanza 5 says about many hearts.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 3 Text Structure RPLD Deck · Cluster 7 · Module 1 · Teacher Script · 4



TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 29 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 1 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can explain why a poet repeats

words.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Ask: what does the poet want us to remember?”

▸Students write why grow repeats on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Repeating grow keeps the message in our minds: a

shared dream gets bigger.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to finish: The poet repeats grow so the reader...

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the poet repeats grow because it rhymes.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How does repetition help a message? Hearing it again and

again makes it stick.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about explaining how repetition supports

purpose. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what helps the dream grow in stanza 4.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 29 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 1 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my answer and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Problem and solution is a real structure, but it belongs to other

kinds of texts.”

▸Students write why it is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Wrong structure type trap. The poem uses a repeated

pattern, not a problem and solution.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the structure that does fit.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept it because dreams need helping hands

sounds like a fix.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I check a poem's structure? Look at stanzas, rhyme,

and repeated words.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why an answer fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a Word match trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 29 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 1 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Copy the lines first. Then explain the pattern.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 29 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 1 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 29 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 1 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is B.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because towns are named in the poem.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 29 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 1 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is B. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 30 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 2 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning how the order of stanzas helps a

poet share a message.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a STAAR question, like how does the

order of the stanzas support the poet's purpose, and we will spot

answers that describe another part.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Text Structure slide deck for Cluster 7 Module 2

. a class or student copy of "A Dream Can Grow" . the student tracking

sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to retell a favorite story's beginning, middle, and

end.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 30 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 2 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice the setting at the

start of a poem.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Where and when does the poem start? Listen for clues.”

▸Students write where the speaker is on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: With Mama in a crowd, hearing the speech.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student which word tells who is with the speaker.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the poem begins at school.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why start with the day of the speech? It shows where the

dream began for the speaker.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing how a poem begins.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what Mama says in stanza 3.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 30 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 2 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose how the stanzas

of a poem are ordered.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Look at the first, middle, and last stanzas. What changes?”

▸Students choose privately, then tell a partner a clue word from the last

stanza.

ANSWER KEY: B. From the day the speaker heard the dream, to the

dream spreading, to the speaker carrying it today.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find the word now in the last stanza.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick C because stanza 6 mentions school.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why look at first, middle, and last? It shows the path the poem

takes.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting stanza order. Keep

the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the speaker carries in stanza 6.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 30 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 2 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how repeated words

connect stanzas.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Look at how stanzas 6 and 7 begin.”

▸Students write the repeated words and what they show on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: I carry it repeats to show the dream in everyday life.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name two places the speaker carries the

dream.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write what it means without naming the repeated

words.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is it in I carry it? The dream.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining repetition across

stanzas. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how this connects to stanza 1.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 30 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 2 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can explain how stanza order

helps the poet's purpose.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Ask: why does the poem end with the word me?”

▸Students write how the order supports the message on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: The order moves from long ago to today, showing that the

dream grew into the speaker's life.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to finish: Because the poem ends this way, the

reader understands...

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may summarize the last stanza without connecting it

to the order.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is the poet's purpose? To show that a dream can grow

when we share it.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about explaining how structure

contributes to purpose. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how stanza 4 is a turning point.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 30 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 2 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my answer and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“This trap points to a real stanza. It is just one stop on the path.”

▸Students write why it is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Describes another part. It tells about one stanza, not the

order.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to describe the whole path of the poem.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept it because the stanza is powerful.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I check? Make sure the answer covers the beginning,

middle, and end.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why an answer fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a Too narrow trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 30 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 2 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Copy a beginning line and an ending line. Then explain the

order.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 30 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 2 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 30 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 2 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is D.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because summer sunshine is described clearly.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 30 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 2 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is D. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 31 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 3 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning how a poem can move from the past

to the present to the future.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a STAAR question, like how does the

poet move from the past to the future, and we will spot near-miss

traps.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Text Structure slide deck for Cluster 7 Module 3

. a class or student copy of "What Will You Give?" . the student tracking

sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to tell one thing from yesterday, today, and

tomorrow.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 31 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 3 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice clues that show

the past.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Words that end in ed often tell about the past. Listen for them.”

▸Students circle stood and heard on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Stood and heard show the past.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student who heard the message long ago.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think the speaker was in the crowd.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I know it is the past? Past tense verbs and Grandpa

being young.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about finding time clues. Keep the

demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what message the voice gave in stanza 2.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 31 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 3 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose the stanza that

moves a poem through time.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Look for words that show lots of time passing.”

▸Students choose privately, then tell a partner the time clue.

ANSWER KEY: C. Stanza 9.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what silver hair shows.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick B because winter sounds like a time word.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What does a time shift do? It moves the reader to a new time in

the poem.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting the time shift. Keep

the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask where the poem is after stanza 9.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 31 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 3 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how a poem moves

into the present.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Where is the speaker now? Who is talking?”

▸Students write when and where on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: Now, in the kitchen, hearing Grandpa's story.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what crossed the kitchen.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the speaker is in the winter crowd.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How can a message travel through time? People tell it to

others.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining the present in a

poem. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the speaker looks at in stanza 11.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 31 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 3 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can explain how a poem moves

from past to future.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“I'll means I will. That is the future.”

▸Students write the past, present, and future on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Past: Grandpa hears the message. Present: the kitchen.

Future: I'll look nearby and help.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to point to the future word.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may name only the past and the present.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why end in the future? It invites the reader to act next.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about explaining how structure

contributes to purpose. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what question ends the poem.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 31 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 3 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my answer and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“This trap is close because the poem does move in time. Check

what times it really moves through.”

▸Students write why it is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Near-miss pattern. It moves past to present to future, not

winter to summer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the three times in the poem.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept it because seasons flew in stanza 9.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What makes a near-miss tricky? It is almost right, so I must

check the details.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why an answer fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write an Only half the structure trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 31 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 3 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find the past first, then the present, then the future.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 31 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 3 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 31 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 3 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is C.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because the poem mentions winter and seasons.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 31 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 3 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is C. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 32 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 4 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are defending a structure claim with lines from

the poem What Will You Give?”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a STAAR question, like which

structure best describes the poem and what proves it, and we

will spot wrong pattern traps.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Text Structure slide deck for Cluster 7 Module 4

. a class or student copy of "What Will You Give?" . the student tracking

sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what a claim is and what proof is.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 32 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 4 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice clues that a poem

starts with a memory.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A memory is something that already happened.”

▸Students underline One memory on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: One memory shows the poem begins in the past.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student whose memory it is.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think the snow is falling now.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why start with a memory? It shows where the question came

from.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing the past. Keep the

demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what Grandpa remembers most.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 32 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 4 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose the structure

that best describes a poem.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Look for words that show time passing.”

▸Students choose privately, then tell a partner the line that proves it.

ANSWER KEY: B. Time order, from Grandpa's memory to the speaker's

plan.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student which words show years passing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick C because those stanzas are interesting.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What makes a structure the best one? It fits the whole poem.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting the best structure.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how the young man became the man across from me.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 32 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 4 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show lines that prove a

structure.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Proof means a line you can point to.”

▸Students copy the proof and explain it on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: The speaker is with Grandpa now, so the poem reached

the present.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to compare this stanza to stanza 2.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may copy a line without explaining it.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How many proof lines do I need? At least one for each part of

the claim.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining proof for a structure.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what question circles in the speaker's head.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 32 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 4 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can make a structure claim and

prove it.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A claim says what you think. Proof shows why.”

▸Students write the claim and two proof lines on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Time order. Proof: One memory starts with winter snow.

I'll look around and choose to live.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their claim and proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may give proof from only one part of the poem.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does the poem end with a question? It passes the

question on to the reader.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about defending a structure claim. Keep

the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how the title connects to the ending.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 32 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 4 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my answer and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Two people in a poem does not make it compare and contrast.”

▸Students write why it is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Wrong pattern named. The poem is time order, not a

comparison.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the structure and one proof line.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept it because both characters are important.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I check for compare and contrast? Look for alike and

different throughout.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why an answer fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a Too broad trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 32 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 4 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Write your claim first. Then copy two lines of proof.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 32 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 4 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 32 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 4 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is B.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing D because the president and the child both appear in

the poem.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 32 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 4 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is B. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 3 Text Structure RPLD Deck · Cluster 7 · Module 4 · Teacher Script · 10



TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 33 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 1 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are reading a research text that is organized

around a central question. We will read A Place to Grow.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a STAAR question, like how does the

central question organize the selection, and we will spot

answers that are too narrow.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Text Structure slide deck for Cluster 8 Module 1

. a class or student copy of "A Place to Grow" . the student tracking sheet .

pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what questions they would ask before building a

new town.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 3 Text Structure RPLD Deck · Cluster 8 · Module 1 · Teacher Script · 1



TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 33 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 1 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice questions that

organize a text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Questions at the start of a text are like a map. They tell what the

text will answer.”

▸Read the questions aloud. Students write the three needs on the NOTICE

row.

ANSWER KEY: Water, food, and materials for homes.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student which question the Water Changes Everything

section answers.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think the questions are for them to answer from

their own life.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does an author ask questions? To guide the reader

through the text.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about finding organizing questions.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to find one more question the author asks.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 33 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 1 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose how a central

question organizes a text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Look at the section headings. Do they each answer part of a big

question?”

▸Students choose privately, then tell a partner two section headings.

ANSWER KEY: A. Each section answers part of the question of how a

place helps a community grow.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read a heading and tell what part of the

question it answers.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick B because Egypt appears in several

paragraphs.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is a Too narrow trap? It names one example instead of

the whole idea.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting the organization.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the last line of the text answers.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 33 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 1 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how a section

answers a question.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Find the question, then find the answer right after it.”

▸Students write the question and the answer on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: Question: what if a resource is missing? Answer: trade.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the example the author uses.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write the example without the answer.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How does a section heading help? It tells which question the

section answers.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how a section

answers a question. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what clue at Poverty Point shows trade.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 33 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 1 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can explain how a question

structure helps the author's purpose.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Ask: what does the reader understand at the end that they did

not know at the start?”

▸Students write how the questions help on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: The questions lead the reader step by step to the big idea.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to finish: Because the author uses questions, the

reader...

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may name a question without telling how it helps.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is the author's purpose? To inform readers how

geography helps build a community.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about explaining how structure

contributes to purpose. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how the first and last lines match.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 33 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 1 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my answer and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“This trap is true for one section. The question asks about the

whole text.”

▸Students write why it is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Too narrow central idea. Seashells are one detail, not the

central idea.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to state the central idea of the whole text.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept it because the seashell is interesting.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I check? Ask if the answer covers every section.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why an answer fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a Word match trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 33 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 1 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Write the central question first. Then explain two sections.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 33 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 1 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 33 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 1 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is A.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing D because the Mayflower is a famous detail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 3 Text Structure RPLD Deck · Cluster 8 · Module 1 · Teacher Script · 9



TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 33 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 1 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is A. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 34 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 2 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are reading a research text that uses cause and

effect across many sections. We will read People Make the

Difference.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a STAAR question, like the author

uses cause and effect to help the reader understand, and we will

always give both halves.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Text Structure slide deck for Cluster 8 Module 2

. a class or student copy of "People Make the Difference" . the student

tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name something they did that caused a

change at home.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 34 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 2 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice a pattern an author

sets up.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The author tells us the pattern before giving examples. Listen

for the word change.”

▸Students number the four steps on the NOTICE row and circle change.

ANSWER KEY: Notice, question, choose, then change.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student which step is the effect.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think the steps are a recipe to follow.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why give the pattern first? So the reader can find it in each

section.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about finding the pattern. Keep the

demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which person in the text follows this pattern first.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 34 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 2 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose what cause and

effect helps the reader understand.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Look at every section. What causes what?”

▸Students choose privately, then tell a partner one person and the change

they caused.

ANSWER KEY: B. how people's ideas and actions changed communities.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name a cause and an effect from the Henry

Ford section.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick C because cars appear in this sentence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I finish this kind of stem? Choose what the whole text

helps you understand.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting what the structure

shows. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to find the signal word As.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 3 Text Structure RPLD Deck · Cluster 8 · Module 2 · Teacher Script · 3



TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 34 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 2 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show both a cause and its

effect.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Both halves are needed: what Franklin did and what changed.”

▸Students fill in cause and effect on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: Cause: the lightning rod. Effect: buildings were better

protected.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to say it with so.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write only the cause.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can one cause have many effects? Yes. The author says

change can have more than one effect.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining cause and effect.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask for the effects of Henry Ford's work.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 34 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 2 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can explain how cause and

effect helps the author's purpose.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Ask: what does the title tell you the author wants to prove?”

▸Students write how the structure helps on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Repeated cause and effect examples prove that people

make the difference.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to connect the title to the structure.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may restate the title without explaining the structure.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why use many examples? More examples make the point

stronger.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about explaining how structure

contributes to purpose. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which section shows children causing change.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 34 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 2 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my answer and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“This answer is true. It just stops before the effect.”

▸Students write why it is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Only half the structure. It has a cause but no effect.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to add the effect.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think one half is enough.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I check a cause and effect answer? Look for both a

because part and a so part.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why an answer fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a Near-miss pattern trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 34 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 2 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Write the cause first, then the effect, then your proof.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 34 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 2 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 34 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 2 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is D.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing C because the excerpt is about Henry Ford and cars.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 3 Text Structure RPLD Deck · Cluster 8 · Module 2 · Teacher Script · 9



TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 34 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 2 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is D. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 35 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 3 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning how headings and sections help us

study a research text.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a STAAR question, like how do the

sections help the reader study the research, and we will spot

wrong structure type traps.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Text Structure slide deck for Cluster 8 Module 3

. a class or student copy of "What Helps a Community Grow?" . the

student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student how a grocery store uses signs to organize food.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 35 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 3 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice headings in a text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A heading is a title for one section. It helps you predict what you

will learn.”

▸Students copy the heading and write what the section is about on the

NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Water Matters: the section is about why water is

important.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find the other headings.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think a heading is the title of the whole text.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is the difference between a title and a heading? A title

names the whole text. A heading names one section.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about finding headings. Keep the

demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the reader learns in the Water Matters section.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 35 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 3 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose how sections

help a reader.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Read all the headings in order. What do they have in common?”

▸Students choose privately, then tell a partner one heading and what it

teaches.

ANSWER KEY: A. Each section answers one part of what helps a

community grow.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student which section talks about trade.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick C because Poverty Point is interesting.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why are headings helpful when studying? You can find

information quickly.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting how sections help.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask why one heading is a question.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 35 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 3 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show what a photo and

caption add to a text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Photos and captions are text features. A caption tells what the

photo shows and why it matters.”

▸Point to the photo, then read the caption aloud. Students write what the

photo and caption add on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: It shows people working together, which is the main idea

of the section.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to tell one thing the photo shows that the words

do not.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only describe the photo. Push them to connect it

to the sentence and the section.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do authors add captions? A caption explains the photo so

the reader knows why it is there.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how a photo and

caption support the text. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a different caption for the same photo.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 35 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 3 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can explain why an author

includes a text feature.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Ask: how could you use these questions on your own

research?”

▸Students write the job of the research clue on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: It gives study questions so readers can research

communities on their own.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to answer one clue question about the Nile.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think the clue box is a quiz.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How does a feature help the purpose? It helps the reader use

the information.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about explaining how a feature supports

purpose. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how the three questions match the sections.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 35 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 3 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my answer and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Time order is real, but this text is organized by topic with

headings.”

▸Students write why it is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Wrong structure type. The sections are by topic, not time

order.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to list the section topics.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept it because ancient Egypt sounds like

history in order.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I check? Look at what the headings name: times or

topics?

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why an answer fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a Too narrow trap.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 3 Text Structure RPLD Deck · Cluster 8 · Module 3 · Teacher Script · 6



TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 35 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 3 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Copy the headings first. Then write what each section

teaches.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 35 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 3 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 35 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 3 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is C.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing D because seashells are a memorable detail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 35 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 3 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is C. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 36 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 4 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This is our capstone week. We will use everything we know

about text structure to defend our thinking in writing.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a STAAR question, like how does the

structure help the author's purpose, and we will make sure our

answers cover the whole text.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Text Structure slide deck for Cluster 8 Module 4

. a class or student copy of "Small Choices, Strong Communities" . the

student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name a structure they learned this year and

where they saw it.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 36 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 4 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice how an author sets

up a text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A beginning that names problems tells us solutions are

coming.”

▸Students write what every community has on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Problems to solve.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to predict what the text will show next.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think the text will only list problems.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How does a beginning help a reader? It shows what the text will

be about.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing a text's setup. Keep

the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how problems can begin small.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 36 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 4 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose how an author

organizes examples.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Read the three examples. What does each person do?”

▸Students choose privately, then tell a partner one person and their action.

ANSWER KEY: C. Each example shows a person who noticed a need and

acted to help.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what Pasteur noticed.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick B because small actions are in the text.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why give several examples? Each one proves the same

pattern.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting the structure. Keep

the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which word in the sentence signals another example.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 36 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 4 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show a cause and effect in

an example.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Find what Franklin did, then find what changed.”

▸Students fill in cause and effect on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: Cause: the lightning rod. Effect: buildings were better

protected.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to say it with because.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only write the cause.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How does this example fit the four steps? Franklin noticed,

studied, acted, and made an impact.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining cause and effect.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what effect Garza's art had.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 36 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 4 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can explain how structure helps

the author's purpose.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Name the structure, explain the order, and tell the purpose.”

▸Students write a short response on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Famous examples first, then everyday actions, which

shows anyone can make a difference.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their response and point to the structure

and the purpose.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only list the examples.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why move from famous people to everyday people? To bring

the lesson close to the reader.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about analyzing how structure

contributes to purpose. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how the Big Idea sums up the text.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 36 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 4 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my answer and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“This trap points to a true line, but only one line.”

▸Students write why it is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Describes another part. One example is not the whole

structure.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to fix the answer to cover the whole text.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think any example answers the question.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I cover the whole structure? Name the beginning, the

middle, and the end.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why an answer fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a Too broad trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 36 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 4 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Name the structure, explain how it helps, then add two proof

sentences.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 36 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 4 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 36 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 4 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is A.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing B because pasteurization is a detailed example.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 3.9(D)(iii), 3.10(B) · Text Structure · Week 36 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 4 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is A. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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