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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are reading two articles together, the way the

STAAR/SST test pairs them. Both are about the same class and

the same cafeteria.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a real STAAR question about both

texts, and we will learn to spot answers that name a topic

instead of an idea.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Paired Passages slide deck for the Prepare

Cluster Module 1 . a class or student copy of "The Great Chocolate Chip

Cookie Mystery" and "The Fifth-Grade Cookie Commission" . the student

tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain the difference between a topic and an

idea.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice an idea in one

text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Before we connect two texts, we find the idea in each one.

Watch what Mrs. Delgado tells the class.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle the words that show it on the NOTICE

row.

ANSWER KEY: Mrs. Delgado says first ideas are not the problem. The

idea: what matters is checking with evidence.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain what Mrs. Delgado means by first

ideas.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the idea is about cookies. Cookies are the

topic, not the idea.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does an idea have to be stated directly? No. Sometimes I

figure it out from what the characters do.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing an idea in one text.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the class discovered when they compared their

guesses to the cafeteria data.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose an idea that is in

both texts.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Hold each choice up to both articles. It must fit both.”

▸Students choose privately, then point to one line in each text that proves it.

ANSWER KEY: C. Gathering evidence leads to better decisions than

guessing.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name a line from the Commission article that

proves A.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick B because both articles mention cookies.

That is the topic, not the idea.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a choice sounds true in real life? It still has to be proved

in both texts.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting an idea found in

both texts. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to say the shared idea in their own words.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how a second text

shares an idea.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“We found the idea in the Mystery. Now prove the Commission

says it too.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Push students to name one line from each text.

ANSWER KEY: "Couldn't just choose based on what we personally

wanted" matches Lucia learning to check evidence before believing a

story.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to match a Commission line to an action in the

Mystery.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only explain the Commission article. A

connection needs both texts.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Do the words have to match exactly? No. The idea is the same

even with different words.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how two texts share

an idea. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which article shows the idea through an investigation and

which shows it through a group decision.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write a connection between

two texts.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Start with the idea, then say where it shows up in each text.”

▸Students write the connection as a full sentence on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: Both articles show that gathering evidence

helps people make better choices than guessing.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their sentence and prove it with both

articles.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write a summary of one article. A connection

names both.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can my sentence start with Both? Yes. Both is a strong word

for a connection.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about stating a connection

independently. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student about a time they changed their mind after

learning new information.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend a connection and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A trap can sound right because it names something you

remember. Check both texts for the deeper idea.”

▸Students write why the answer is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Shared topic, not shared idea. Cookies are the subject.

The shared idea is that evidence leads to better decisions.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain the difference between a topic and an

idea.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept the trap because cookies appear in every

paragraph. Topic is not the same as idea.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is a topic ever enough for a STAAR answer? No. STAAR asks

what both texts show, not just what they mention.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why a connection fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to fix the trap so it becomes a true connection.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Idea first, in a full sentence. Then one proof line from each

article.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is A.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing D because cookies appear in both articles, without

checking whether that is the topic or the idea.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is A. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are looking for similarities between the same two

articles from last week.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a STAAR question that asks how the

two articles are alike, and we will learn to spot answers that fit

only one text.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Paired Passages slide deck for the Prepare

Cluster Module 2 . a class or student copy of "The Great Chocolate Chip

Cookie Mystery" and "The Fifth-Grade Cookie Commission" . the student

tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain what a similarity between two texts

means.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice a pattern in one

text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Before we compare two texts, we need to see how people act in

each one. Watch what happens in the cafeteria.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle the words that show the pattern on the

NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: The class jumps to conclusions. Pattern: making

decisions before gathering facts.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name one rumor the class spread about the

cookies.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the similarity is that both texts have the

same characters. Same characters is a detail, not a similarity in

ideas.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does a similarity mean the texts have the same events? No. It

means they show the same idea or pattern.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing a pattern in one text.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the students believed before they talked to Ms. Ruiz.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose a sentence that

describes a similarity.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A similarity must be true of both articles. Check each choice

against both.”

▸Students choose privately, then find one line in each article that proves

their answer.

ANSWER KEY: B. In both articles, students start with assumptions and

gather evidence.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to prove B with a line from the Commission

article.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because Jordan blames sixth grade. Only

the Mystery mentions sixth grade.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can two articles share a similarity even if the events are

different? Yes. The pattern can be the same even when the

details change.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting a similarity between

two texts. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name one assumption from each article.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how a second text

shares a pattern.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“We saw the pattern in the Mystery. Now prove the Commission

shows it too.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Push students to name one line from each

article.

ANSWER KEY: "The greatest moment in American democracy" shows

Jordan celebrating too early, matching the Mystery class spreading

rumors.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name what Jordan assumes in the

Commission article.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only explain the Commission. A similarity needs

evidence from both texts.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Do both articles need the exact same events? No. The pattern

is the same even when the events differ.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how two texts share

a pattern. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which article shows the pattern through rumors and which

shows it through opinions.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Paired Passages RPLD Deck · Prepare Cluster · Module 2 · Teacher Script · 4



TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 2 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 2 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write a similarity between

two texts.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Start with what is similar, then say where it appears in each

article.”

▸Students write the similarity as a full sentence on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: Both articles show students who start with

assumptions and learn to gather evidence first.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their sentence and prove it with both

articles.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may describe only one article. A similarity must name

both.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can I use the word both in my sentence? Yes. Both helps show

the similarity clearly.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about stating a similarity independently.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student about a time they changed an opinion after

learning something new.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend a similarity and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A trap can use a real detail from one text. Check whether that

same detail appears in the other.”

▸Students write why the answer is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Only one text. Jordan asking for replacement cookies

happens only in the Mystery, not in the Commission.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain what Jordan does in the Commission

that is different from the Mystery.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept the trap because Jordan appears in both

articles. The same character does not mean the same detail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is it a similarity if the same person does something in only one

text? No. It must appear in both.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why a similarity fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to turn the trap into a true similarity by changing

what it says.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Similarity first, in a full sentence. Then one proof line from each

article.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is D.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because cookie history appears in the Mystery,

without checking whether the Commission also covers history.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is D. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are looking for differences between the same two

articles we have been reading.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a STAAR question that asks how the

articles are different, and we will learn to spot answers that

really describe a similarity.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Paired Passages slide deck for the Prepare

Cluster Module 3 . a class or student copy of "The Great Chocolate Chip

Cookie Mystery" and "The Fifth-Grade Cookie Commission" . the student

tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain the difference between a similarity and

a difference.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice what one text

focuses on.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Before we find a difference, we need to understand what each

text focuses on. Start with the Mystery.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle words that show the focus on the

NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: The Mystery investigates past events: who invented the

cookie and what happened to the cafeteria cookies.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name one thing the Mystery class

investigated.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the focus is cookies. That is the topic, not

what the text focuses on doing.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What does focus mean here? It means what the text spends

most of its time explaining or doing.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing what one text

focuses on. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what questions the Mystery class tried to answer.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose a sentence that

describes a difference.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A difference means each text does something the other does

not. Watch for answers that describe a similarity instead.”

▸Students choose privately, then find one line in each article that proves the

difference.

ANSWER KEY: C. The Mystery investigates the past; the Commission

plans ahead.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name what the Commission plans that the

Mystery does not.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because it sounds right. A describes what

the articles share, not how they differ.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can a true statement still be a wrong answer? Yes. If the

question asks for a difference, a similarity is wrong.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting a difference

between two texts. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name one question the Mystery answers and

one the Commission answers.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how a second text

differs from the first.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“We saw what the Mystery focuses on. Now prove the

Commission does something different.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Push students to explain the difference, not just

describe one article.

ANSWER KEY: "Decide how to make a reasonable recommendation"

shows the Commission plans ahead. The Mystery solves a past problem.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain what the Commission recommends.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only describe the Commission without

comparing. A difference needs both texts.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Do I need to explain both texts? Yes. A difference means I say

what each text does.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how two texts differ.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask whether the Mystery class or the Commission class was

trying to change the future.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write a difference between

two texts.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Start with what makes each article different, then name both

articles.”

▸Students write the difference as a full sentence on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: The Mystery looks back at what happened,

while the Commission looks forward to what should happen next.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their sentence and prove the difference

with one line from each article.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write what the articles have in common. A

difference shows what each does separately.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can I mention both articles in one sentence? Yes. That helps

show the difference clearly.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about stating a difference independently.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student which article they would use to plan a class party

and why.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Paired Passages RPLD Deck · Prepare Cluster · Module 3 · Teacher Script · 5



TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 3 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 3 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend a difference and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A trap can be a true statement that does not answer the

question. If STAAR asks for a difference, a similarity is wrong.”

▸Students write why the answer is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Similarity, not a difference. Learning from evidence is

what both stories share, not how they differ.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain what would make this answer correct

for a similarity question.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept the answer because it is true. True does

not mean it answers the question.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can a correct fact be a wrong STAAR answer? Yes. If the

question asks for a difference, a fact about a similarity is wrong.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why a difference fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to rewrite the trap so it names a real difference.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Difference first, in a full sentence. Then one proof line from

each article.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is B.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing C because teamwork appears in both articles,

without noticing that the question asks for a difference.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is B. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are looking for an idea that appears in only one of

our two articles.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a STAAR question about which text

contains the idea, and we will learn to spot traps that put the

idea in the wrong text.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Paired Passages slide deck for the Prepare

Cluster Module 4 . a class or student copy of "The Great Chocolate Chip

Cookie Mystery" and "The Fifth-Grade Cookie Commission" . the student

tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain what it means when an idea is in one

text but not the other.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice an idea that

belongs to one text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Today we are looking for an idea that appears in only one text.

Start by finding it in the Mystery.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle the words that show the idea on the

NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: The class questions a famous story about cookie

invention. The Commission never discusses famous stories.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the famous story the Mystery class

investigated.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say cookies are the idea. Cookies are the topic,

not an idea unique to one text.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I know the idea is only in one text? I search the other

text for it. If it is not there, the idea belongs to only one.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing an idea in one text.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the class expected to find about Ruth Wakefield and

what they actually discovered.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Paired Passages RPLD Deck · Prepare Cluster · Module 4 · Teacher Script · 2



TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 4 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 4 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose an idea found in

one text but not the other.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Check each choice against both texts. The correct answer

must be in the Mystery and missing from the Commission.”

▸Students choose privately, then point to a line in the Mystery and confirm it

is missing from the Commission.

ANSWER KEY: A. Popular stories should be checked because they may

leave out details.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain why B is in the wrong text.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick B because it sounds like something from

the texts. The majority discussion is in the Commission, not

the Mystery.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if both texts mention something similar? Then it is a

shared idea, not one found in only one text.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting an idea found in

only one text. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the evidence the Mystery uses to

question the popular story.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show that an idea is

missing from a second text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“We found the idea in the Mystery. Now prove it is not in the

Commission by explaining what the Commission does instead.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Push students to name what the Commission

focuses on.

ANSWER KEY: "Evidence suggested the creation was more deliberate"

proves the popular story left out important details about Wakefield.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the main question the Commission tries

to answer.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the Commission also checks facts. The

Commission checks data, but it does not question a famous

story.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is checking data the same as checking a famous story? No.

The Commission checks survey data, not whether a story is

true.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining why an idea is

missing from a second text. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what kind of evidence the Commission gathers that the

Mystery does not.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write about an idea found in

only one text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Name the idea, say which text it belongs to, and explain why it

is not in the other.”

▸Students write the distinction as a full sentence on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: The Mystery questions a famous story, but the

Commission focuses on group planning instead.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their sentence and prove the idea is only

in the Mystery.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write about something found in both texts. This

question asks for only one.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can I mention both texts? Yes. Name the text with the idea and

the text without it.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about stating a distinction independently.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name one idea from the Commission that is

not in the Mystery.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Paired Passages RPLD Deck · Prepare Cluster · Module 4 · Teacher Script · 5



TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 4 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 4 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend against a trap and

explain which text the idea belongs to.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A trap can put a real idea in the wrong text. Always check which

text actually contains the idea.”

▸Students write why the answer is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Texts switched. The majority discussion belongs to the

Commission, not the Mystery.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find the line in the Commission where Tessa

discusses the majority.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept the trap because the idea sounds familiar

from reading both articles. Familiar does not mean it is in the

right text.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I catch a Texts switched trap? I find the idea in the text

and check which article it actually comes from.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why a Texts switched

trap fails. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the character who makes the majority

argument and which article that character is in.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Name the idea, say which article it belongs to, and explain why

it is missing from the other.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is C.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because committees sound like something in the

Mystery, without checking which article actually forms a

committee.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is C. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are reading an article and a drama together. One

explains historical events, and the other shows characters

discussing the same period.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a STAAR question about an idea both

texts develop, and we will learn to spot answers that name a

topic instead of an idea.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Paired Passages slide deck for Cluster 1

Module 1 . a class or student copy of "From Tension to Revolution" and "A

Voice of Their Own" . the student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain the difference between a topic and an

idea a text develops.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice an idea in one

text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Before we connect two texts, we find the idea in each one.

Watch what the colonists argue.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle the words that show the idea on the

NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: The colonists wanted a voice. Idea: people deserve a say

in the rules they follow.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain what taxation without representation

means.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the idea is taxes. Taxes are the topic, not the

idea the text develops.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can a topic and an idea be about the same thing? Yes, but the

idea goes deeper. Taxes are a topic. Wanting a voice is the

idea.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing an idea in one text.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask why the colonists felt the Stamp Act was unfair.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose an idea

developed in both texts.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Hold each choice up to both texts. It must be an idea both texts

build on, not just a topic.”

▸Students choose privately, then point to one line in each text that proves it.

ANSWER KEY: C. People deserve a voice in the decisions that affect their

lives.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name a line from the drama that develops this

idea.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because British taxes appear in both

texts. Taxes are a topic, not the idea.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What does developed mean? It means the text builds on the

idea through details, events, or dialogue.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting an idea developed

in both texts. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how the drama develops the idea differently from the

article.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 5 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 1 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how a second text

develops a shared idea.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“We found the idea in the article. Now prove the drama develops

it too.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Push students to name one line from each text.

ANSWER KEY: Thomas says people want to be heard, just as colonists

argued for representation.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to match Thomas's words to an action in the

article.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only explain the drama. A connection needs

both texts.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Do both texts need the same events? No. One uses events

and the other uses dialogue to develop the same idea.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how two texts

develop a shared idea. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask whether Thomas learns about representation from a book

or from a conversation.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 5 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 1 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write a connection between

two texts.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Start with the idea, then say how each text develops it.”

▸Students write the connection as a full sentence on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: Both texts show that people want to participate

in the decisions that affect their lives.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their sentence and prove it with both

texts.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write about only one text. A connection names

both.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can I use different words than the texts? Yes. The idea can be

in my own words as long as it matches both texts.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about stating a connection

independently. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student how their own school represents student voices.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 5 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 1 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend a connection and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A trap can name something both texts mention without naming

what they both teach. Check for the deeper idea.”

▸Students write why the answer is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Shared topic, not shared idea. The colonies are the

setting. The idea is that people deserve a voice in their laws.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain the difference between the setting and

the idea.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept the trap because both texts mention the

colonies. Mentioning something is not the same as developing

an idea.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is a setting ever an idea? No. A setting is where the text takes

place. An idea is what the text shows or teaches.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why a connection fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to turn the trap into a true connection by naming

the idea instead of the setting.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 5 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 1 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Idea first, in a full sentence. Then one proof line from each

text.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 5 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 1 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 5 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 1 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is A.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing B because the Boston Tea Party sounds important,

without checking whether the drama also discusses it.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 5 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 1 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is A. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 6 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 2 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are comparing the people in an article and a

drama about colonial America.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a STAAR question about how the

people in both texts are alike, and we will learn to spot traps that

use a correct detail with the wrong idea.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Paired Passages slide deck for Cluster 1

Module 2 . a class or student copy of "From Tension to Revolution" and "A

Voice of Their Own" . the student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain the difference between a topic two

texts share and an action the people share.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 6 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 2 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice what people do in

one text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Before we compare people in two texts, we study what they do

in each one. Start with the article.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle the words that show what the colonists

did on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: The colonists opposed the law because they had no

representation. Action: speaking up for fairness.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain why the colonists opposed the Stamp

Act.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the people are soldiers. The article mentions

soldiers, but the focus is on the colonists who spoke up.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does similar mean they do the exact same thing? No. It means

they act for the same reason or show the same pattern.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing what people do in

one text. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what phrase the colonists used to describe their complaint.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 6 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 2 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose how people in

two texts are similar.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A similarity in people means they act for the same reason.

Check each choice against both texts.”

▸Students choose privately, then point to one line in each text that proves it.

ANSWER KEY: B. In both texts, people question rules made without their

input.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name what Thomas questions in the drama.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick C because the drama mentions the king.

Thomas questions the king's rules, not prefers them.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if the people have different jobs? It does not matter. The

similarity is in why they act, not what job they have.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting a similarity in what

people do. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student how Thomas and the colonists are alike even

though they live in different places.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 6 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 2 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how people in a

second text act like people in the first.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“We saw what the colonists do in the article. Now prove the

drama's characters do something similar.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Push students to name one line from each text.

ANSWER KEY: "Why do we follow laws from people" matches colonists

protesting distant Parliament in the article.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to match Thomas's question to an event in the

article.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only explain the drama. A similarity needs both

texts.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does the drama have to use the same words as the article?

No. The actions show the same pattern even with different

words.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how people in two

texts act similarly. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which character in the drama changes his understanding

of government and how.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 6 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 2 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write a comparison of people

in two texts.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Start with what the people do in both texts, then name each

text.”

▸Students write the comparison as a full sentence on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: In both texts, people speak up because they

want a voice in the decisions that affect them.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their sentence and prove it with both

texts.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may describe only one text's people. A comparison

names people from both.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Do I need to name both texts? Yes. A comparison connects the

people in each text.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about stating a comparison

independently. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student how the people in these texts remind them of

someone today who speaks up for fairness.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 6 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 2 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend a comparison

and explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A trap can use a true fact but connect it to the wrong reason.

Check what makes the people similar in their actions.”

▸Students write why the answer is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Right detail, wrong idea. Living in the colonies is a fact.

The similarity is in how they challenged the rules.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain the difference between sharing a

location and sharing a pattern of action.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept the trap because it is factually true. A true

fact is not the same as the correct idea.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can a true detail be the wrong answer? Yes. The detail is

correct, but the idea it supports is not the one STAAR asks

about.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why a comparison fails.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to fix the trap so it names what the people

actually do that is similar.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 6 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 2 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Similarity first, in a full sentence. Then one proof line from each

text.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 6 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 2 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Paired Passages RPLD Deck · Cluster 1 · Module 2 · Teacher Script · 8



TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 6 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 2 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is B.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because the king is mentioned in both texts,

without noticing that both texts show people questioning the

king, not agreeing with him.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 6 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 2 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is B. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 7 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 3 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are analyzing how two texts are organized

differently, even though both teach about nature.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a STAAR question about how texts

present their ideas, and we will learn to spot answers that

describe a similarity instead of a difference.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Paired Passages slide deck for Cluster 1

Module 3 . a class or student copy of "The Ocean Lesson" and "The

Garden That Wouldn't Grow" . the student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain the difference between what a text is

about and how it presents its ideas.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 7 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 3 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice how a text is

organized.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Before we compare how two texts present ideas, we study how

each one is built. Start with The Ocean Lesson.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle words that show the text's structure on

the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: The Ocean Lesson uses a comparison of two animals to

explain instinct versus learned behavior.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the two animals the text compares.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the text is about animals. That is the topic,

not how the text presents its ideas.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What does how a text presents mean? It means the way the

text is organized to share information.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing how a text is

organized. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask why the author chose to use two animals instead of one.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 7 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 3 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose a difference in

how texts present ideas.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A difference in presentation means each text is built in a

different way. Watch for answers that describe a similarity.”

▸Students choose privately, then find one detail from each text that proves

the difference.

ANSWER KEY: C. The Ocean Lesson compares two examples; the

Garden follows one.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the two examples in the Ocean Lesson

and the one problem in the Garden.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because both texts do include a person's

experience. A similarity is not a difference.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can I notice a difference in structure even if the texts share a

topic? Yes. Structure is about how the text is built, not what it is

about.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting a difference in how

texts present ideas. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student how the Garden would be different if it used two

examples like the Ocean Lesson.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 7 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 3 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how a second text

presents ideas differently.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“We saw how the Ocean Lesson is built. Now prove the Garden

is built differently.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Push students to describe how each text is

organized.

ANSWER KEY: "Believed that adding more water would help" shows the

Garden follows one problem step by step, unlike the Ocean Lesson.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to describe the beginning, middle, and end of the

Garden's problem.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only describe the Garden. A difference in

structure needs both texts.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does one structure work better? Not always. Each structure

fits its purpose.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how two texts

present ideas differently. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask whether the Garden focuses more on the cause of the

problem or the solution.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 7 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 3 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write about a difference in

how texts present ideas.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Start with how each text is organized, then name both texts.”

▸Students write the difference as a full sentence on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: The Ocean Lesson uses comparison. The

Garden follows one problem from beginning to solution.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their sentence and prove the difference

with one detail from each text.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write about what the texts are about instead of

how they present their ideas.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can I talk about structure without mentioning the topic? Yes.

Focus on how the text is built, not what it is about.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about stating a structural difference

independently. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student whether they prefer the comparison structure or

the problem-solution structure and why.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 7 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 3 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend against a trap

about structure.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A trap can be true but not answer the question. If STAAR asks

how texts differ in presentation, a similarity is wrong.”

▸Students write why the answer is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Similarity, not a difference. A character who learns

appears in both texts, so it is not a structural difference.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the character who learns in each text.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept the answer because both texts do have a

learning character. True does not mean it answers the

question.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is a shared feature a difference? No. A shared feature is a

similarity, and the question asks for a difference.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why a structural

similarity is not a difference. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to turn the trap into a true difference by naming

what each text does differently.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 7 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 3 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Structural difference first, in a full sentence. Then one detail

from each text.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 7 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 3 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 7 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 3 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is A.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing B because both texts do use a character's

experience, without noticing that the question asks for a

difference.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 7 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 3 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is A. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 8 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 4 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are finding a message that both texts teach, even

though one is about animals and one is about a garden.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a STAAR question about a shared

message, and we will learn to spot answers that sound true but

are not in the texts.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Paired Passages slide deck for Cluster 1

Module 4 . a class or student copy of "The Ocean Lesson" and "The

Garden That Wouldn't Grow" . the student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain the difference between a topic and a

message a text teaches.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 8 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 4 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice a message in one

text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Before we find a message in both texts, we identify the

message in each one. Watch what Nyla learns.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle words that show the message on the

NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Nyla learns about survival by observing closely. Message:

careful observation builds understanding.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to describe what Nyla observes and what she

learns from it.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the message is about animals. Animals are

the topic, not the message.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What makes something a message instead of a topic? A

message is a lesson the text teaches. A topic is just what it is

about.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing a message in one

text. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how Nyla's understanding changes from the beach to the

aquarium.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 8 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 4 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose a message

found in both texts.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A message must be taught by both texts, not just be something

that sounds true. Check each choice against both.”

▸Students choose privately, then point to one line in each text that supports

the message.

ANSWER KEY: A. Careful observation helps people understand and

solve problems.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name one line from the Garden that supports

A.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick C because warm weather makes sense in

real life. The Garden shows that more water made things

worse.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a choice sounds like good advice? It still has to come

from both texts, not just from real life.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting a message found in

both texts. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student how Kendrix's observation changed her

approach to the garden.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 8 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 4 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how a second text

shares a message.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“We found the message in the Ocean Lesson. Now prove the

Garden teaches it too.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Push students to name one line from each text.

ANSWER KEY: "Quietly observed the garden, paying closer attention"

matches Nyla's careful watching in The Ocean Lesson.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to compare what Kendrix observes with what

Nyla observes.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only explain the Garden. A connection needs

both texts.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Do both characters need to observe the same thing? No. The

observation can be about different subjects as long as the

message is the same.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how two texts share

a message. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which character changes their behavior because of what

they observe.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 8 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 4 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write a message found in

both texts.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Start with the message, then say how each text teaches it.”

▸Students write the message as a full sentence on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: Both texts show that careful observation helps

people learn and make better decisions.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their sentence and prove it with both

texts.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write about only one text. A shared message

names both.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can the message be in my own words? Yes, as long as it

matches what both texts teach.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about stating a shared message

independently. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student about a time when observing carefully helped

them understand something.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 8 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 4 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend a message and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A trap can sound wise and true without being what the texts

actually teach. Check both texts for support.”

▸Students write why the answer is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Not in either text. Neither text delivers the message that

nature is beautiful. Both teach about observation.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find a line that shows what the texts actually

teach.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept the trap because nature is beautiful is a

common belief. Common beliefs are not always what texts

teach.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can a true fact be a wrong STAAR answer? Yes. If neither text

teaches it, it does not belong.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why a life truth is not a

text message. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name what both texts actually focus on

instead of beauty.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 8 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 4 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Message first, in a full sentence. Then one proof line from each

text.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 8 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 4 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 8 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 4 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is C.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing D because it sounds like good advice, without

checking whether either text actually says every problem has a

simple solution.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 8 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 4 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is C. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 9 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 1 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are comparing the people in two historical

articles, one about Spanish settlers and one about Pilgrims.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a STAAR question about how the

people are alike, and we will learn to spot answers that belong to

only one text.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Paired Passages slide deck for Cluster 2

Module 1 . a class or student copy of "Spanish Rule in Early Texas" and "A

Harvest to Remember" . the student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name one challenge settlers face when they

arrive in a new place.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 9 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 1 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice what people do in

one text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Before we compare people in two texts, we study what they do

in each one. Start with the Spanish settlers.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle words that show what the people did

on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: The Spanish missionaries worked to convert Native

Americans and teach them new skills.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name one skill the missionaries taught.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the people are soldiers. The article

discusses missionaries and soldiers, but the main focus is on

the mission settlers.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Do I need to know every detail about the people? No. Focus on

what they did and why.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing what people do in

one text. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how Native Americans responded to the missions.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 9 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 1 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose how people in

two texts are alike.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A similarity means both groups of people did something alike.

Check each choice against both texts.”

▸Students choose privately, then point to one line in each text that proves it.

ANSWER KEY: B. Both groups relied on help from others to survive.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name who helped the Pilgrims and who

helped the Spanish settlers.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because presidios sound important. Only

the Spanish text mentions presidios.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can people from different centuries be alike? Yes. The

similarity is in what they did, not when they lived.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting a similarity between

people in two texts. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what kind of help each group received.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 9 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 1 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how people in a

second text share a pattern.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“We saw what the Spanish settlers did. Now prove the Pilgrims

followed a similar pattern.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Push students to name one line from each text.

ANSWER KEY: "With this help, the Pilgrims were able to grow enough

food" shows reliance, just as Spanish Rule describes missions sharing

skills.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what Squanto taught the Pilgrims.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only explain the Pilgrim text. A similarity needs

both texts.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Do the people need to receive the same kind of help? No. The

pattern of needing and receiving help is the similarity.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how people in two

texts share a pattern. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask whether the Spanish or the Pilgrims arrived first in their

new land.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 9 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 1 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write a comparison of people

in two texts.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Start with what the people share, then name each text.”

▸Students write the comparison as a full sentence on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: Both the Spanish settlers and the Pilgrims

needed help from others to build a life in a new place.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their sentence and prove it with both

texts.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may compare locations instead of people. A

comparison of people focuses on actions, not places.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can I say both groups even though they are different people?

Yes. Both groups is a clear way to compare.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about stating a comparison

independently. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student how the cooperation in each text changed the

outcome for the settlers.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 9 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 1 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend against a trap and

name it.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A trap can use a real detail from one text and make it sound like

it fits both. Always check.”

▸Students write why the answer is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Only one text. The harvest celebration is in the Pilgrim

article, not the Spanish article.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to search the Spanish text for any celebration

and report what they find.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept the trap because celebrations sound

positive. Positive details still need to appear in both texts.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I catch an Only one text trap? I search both texts for the

detail and notice it is missing from one.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why a trap fails. Keep

the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name one event that happens only in the

Spanish text.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 9 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 1 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Similarity first, in a full sentence. Then one proof line from each

text.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 9 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 1 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 9 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 1 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is B.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing C because a celebration sounds like both texts,

without checking whether the Spanish text describes a feast.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 9 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 1 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is B. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 10 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 2 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are analyzing what caused the people in both

articles to take action.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a STAAR question about shared

causes, and we will learn to spot answers that sound true but

are not in either text.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Paired Passages slide deck for Cluster 2

Module 2 . a class or student copy of "Spanish Rule in Early Texas" and "A

Harvest to Remember" . the student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain the difference between a cause and an

action.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 10 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 2 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice what causes

people to take action.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Before we compare causes, we identify what drives the people

in each text. Start with the Spanish.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle words that show the cause on the

NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: The Spanish built settlements because they wanted to

expand, spread religion, and protect their land.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to list the three things that motivated the

Spanish.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the cause is Texas. Texas is the location, not

the cause of the actions.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is the difference between a cause and an action? A cause

is the reason. An action is what they did because of it.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing what causes people

to act. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which motivation led to building missions and which led to

building presidios.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 10 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 2 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose a cause that is in

both texts.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A shared cause means both groups acted for the same basic

reason. Check each choice against both texts.”

▸Students choose privately, then point to one line in each text that proves

the cause.

ANSWER KEY: C. Both groups faced challenges that pushed them to act.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to describe one challenge each group faced.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because exploration sounds historical.

Neither text describes ocean exploration.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a cause sounds true but is not in the texts? Then it is a

trap, even if it makes sense in real life.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting a shared cause.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name one specific action each group took

because of the need to survive.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 10 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 2 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how a second text

shares a cause.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“We found the cause in the Spanish text. Now prove the Pilgrims

acted for the same reason.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Push students to connect the cause to both

texts.

ANSWER KEY: "Not used to the cold climate or the new land" in A

Harvest to Remember matches the challenges described in Spanish Rule.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name what the Pilgrims lacked when they first

arrived.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only describe the Pilgrims. A shared cause must

reference both texts.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can the specific challenges be different? Yes. The cause is the

same: needing to survive in a new place.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how two texts share

a cause. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask who helped the Pilgrims survive and what they taught

them.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 10 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 2 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write about a shared cause

in two texts.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Start with the shared cause, then explain how each text shows

it.”

▸Students write the cause as a full sentence on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: Both groups acted because survival in a new

land required planning, cooperation, and change.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their sentence and prove the cause with

both texts.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may name the actions instead of the cause. The

cause is why they acted, not what they did.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is a cause always stated directly? No. Sometimes I figure out

the cause from the events.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about stating a shared cause

independently. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what would have happened if either group had

not taken action.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 10 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 2 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend against a trap

about causes.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A trap can sound reasonable without being in the texts. Check

both texts for evidence.”

▸Students write why the answer is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Not in either text. Wealth is not stated as a cause in either

article.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find the real causes stated in each text.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept the trap because wealth is a common

reason in history. Common does not mean it is in these texts.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can I assume a cause that sounds right? No. The cause must

come from the text, not from background knowledge.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why a cause is not in

the texts. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the causes that are actually stated in

each text.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 10 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 2 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Cause first, in a full sentence. Then one proof line from each

text.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 10 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 2 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 10 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 2 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is C.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing B because gold sounds like a historical motive,

without checking whether either text mentions it.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 10 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 2 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is C. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 11 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 3 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are searching for details that appear in only one

of our two historical articles.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a STAAR question about which text

contains a detail, and we will learn to spot traps that put the

detail in the wrong text.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Paired Passages slide deck for Cluster 2

Module 3 . a class or student copy of "Spanish Rule in Early Texas" and "A

Harvest to Remember" . the student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name one thing they remember from each

article.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 11 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 3 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice a detail in one

text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Today we are looking for details that appear in only one text.

Start by finding one in the Harvest.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle the detail on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Squanto taught the Pilgrims specific survival skills. This

detail is only in the Harvest text.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name two things Squanto taught the Pilgrims.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say both texts mention a helper. The Spanish

text has missionaries, but Squanto is named only in the

Harvest.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can both texts mention helping without sharing this detail?

Yes. The specific person and skills are unique to the Harvest.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing a detail in one text.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask why Squanto's knowledge was important for the Pilgrims.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 11 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 3 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose a detail found in

only one text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Check each choice against both texts. The correct answer

must be in the Harvest and missing from the Spanish text.”

▸Students choose privately, then confirm the detail is in the Harvest and not

the Spanish text.

ANSWER KEY: B. A specific person taught settlers to use local

resources.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain why A is in the wrong text.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because it sounds historical. Soldiers

guarding the area is in the Spanish text, not the Harvest.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a detail sounds like it could be in both? I check the

actual words. If it is only in one, that is the answer.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting a detail found in

only one text. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name one detail from the Spanish text that is

not in the Harvest.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 11 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 3 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show that a detail is

missing from a second text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“We found the detail in the Harvest. Now prove it is missing from

the Spanish text.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Push students to name what the Spanish text

says instead.

ANSWER KEY: "A man named Squanto taught the Pilgrims how to grow

crops" is specific. Spanish Rule describes missionaries in general.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to describe what the missionaries did in the

Spanish text.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say missionaries also taught skills. The Spanish

text describes teaching Spanish customs, not teaching settlers

to use local resources.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can teaching appear in both texts even if this detail is missing?

Yes. The specific detail about one person and local resources

is unique to the Harvest.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining why a detail is

missing from a second text. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what kinds of skills the missionaries taught compared with

what Squanto taught.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 11 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 3 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write about a detail found in

only one text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Name the detail, say which text it belongs to, and explain why it

is not in the other.”

▸Students write the distinction as a full sentence on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: Squanto teaching the Pilgrims to farm and fish

is a detail found only in the Harvest.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their sentence and confirm it is only in the

Harvest.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write a detail from both texts. This question asks

for only one.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can I pick any detail that is missing? Yes, as long as it truly

appears in one text and not the other.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about stating a distinction independently.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name one detail from the Spanish text that

does not appear in the Harvest.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 11 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 3 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend against a trap and

name it.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A trap can put a real detail in the wrong text. Always check

which text actually contains the detail.”

▸Students write why the answer is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Texts switched. Presidios are in the Spanish text, not the

Harvest.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the text that describes presidios.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may confuse the two texts because both are

historical. The details belong to specific texts.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I catch a Texts switched trap? I find the detail and

check which text it actually comes from.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why a Texts switched

trap fails. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what the Harvest text describes instead of forts.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 11 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 3 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Name the detail, say which text it belongs to, and explain why it

is missing from the other.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Paired Passages RPLD Deck · Cluster 2 · Module 3 · Teacher Script · 7



TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 11 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 3 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 11 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 3 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is A.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing B because soldiers sound like they could be in both

texts, without checking that soldiers are only in the Spanish

text.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 11 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 3 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is A. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 12 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 4 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are finding a conclusion that both historical

articles support with their evidence.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a STAAR question about shared

conclusions, and we will learn to spot answers that claim more

than the texts actually prove.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Paired Passages slide deck for Cluster 2

Module 4 . a class or student copy of "Spanish Rule in Early Texas" and "A

Harvest to Remember" . the student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain the difference between a fact from one

text and a conclusion from both.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 12 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 4 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice a conclusion one

text supports.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Before we find a shared conclusion, we identify what each text

helps prove. Start with the Spanish text.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle words that support the conclusion on

the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: The text proves that settling in a new place creates lasting

change. Early actions shaped future culture.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name one lasting effect of the Spanish

settlements in Texas.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the conclusion is about Texas. Texas is the

setting, not the conclusion.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What makes something a conclusion? A conclusion is a big

idea that the text's evidence supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing a conclusion one

text supports. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what parts of Texas culture today came from Spanish

influence.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 12 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 4 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose a conclusion

both texts support.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A conclusion must be supported by evidence in both texts.

Watch for claims that stretch beyond what the texts prove.”

▸Students choose privately, then find one line in each text that supports the

conclusion.

ANSWER KEY: A. Early settlements had lasting effects on the cultures

that followed.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name one lasting effect from each text.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick B because it sounds fair. Neither text says

all settlers were treated fairly. That goes too far.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What does goes too far mean? It means the claim says more

than the texts can prove.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting a conclusion both

texts support. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student how the Pilgrim celebration connects to a lasting

tradition.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Paired Passages RPLD Deck · Cluster 2 · Module 4 · Teacher Script · 3



TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 12 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 4 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how a second text

supports the same conclusion.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“We found the conclusion in the Spanish text. Now prove the

Harvest text supports it too.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Push students to connect the evidence to the

conclusion.

ANSWER KEY: "The holiday is often connected to this early gathering"

shows the Pilgrims created a lasting tradition, just as Spanish missions

shaped Texas.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the tradition that connects to the Pilgrim

celebration.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only describe the Harvest. A supported

conclusion needs evidence from both texts.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Do both texts need to use the word conclusion? No. The

evidence supports it even if the word is not used.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how two texts

support the same conclusion. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask whether the effects in each text were planned or

unexpected.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 12 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 4 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write a conclusion both texts

support.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Start with the conclusion, then name both texts and their

evidence.”

▸Students write the conclusion as a full sentence on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: Both texts show that what people did centuries

ago still affects how we live today.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their sentence and prove it with both

texts.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write a summary of one text instead of a

conclusion both support.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can a conclusion be something neither text says directly? Yes,

if the evidence in both texts points to it.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about stating a shared conclusion

independently. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name a tradition from their own life that has

historical roots.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 12 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 4 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend against a trap

about conclusions.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A trap can take a true idea and push it further than the texts

support. Check whether every part of the claim is backed by

evidence.”

▸Students write why the answer is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Goes too far. The texts show effects, not that every

culture was improved. The Spanish text mentions loss.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find a line that shows settlement caused

problems, not just improvements.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept the trap because settlement did create

changes. Changes are not the same as improvements for

everyone.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can a conclusion go too far even if part of it is true? Yes. If any

part is not supported by the texts, the whole conclusion goes

too far.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why a conclusion goes

too far. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student how the Spanish text shows that settlement was

not always positive.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 12 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 4 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Conclusion first, in a full sentence. Then one proof line from

each text.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 12 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 4 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 12 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 4 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is C.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because peaceful relationships sound positive,

without noticing that the Spanish text mentions conflict and

loss.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 12 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 4 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is C. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 13 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 1 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are reading a poem and a drama together. They

are different kinds of texts, but they can develop the same idea.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a STAAR question about how

different text types develop a shared idea, and we will learn to

spot answers that name a topic instead of an idea.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Paired Passages slide deck for Cluster 3

Module 1 . a class or student copy of "Our Rights, Our Voices" and "A

Voice of Their Own" . the student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name one difference between a poem and a

drama.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 13 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 1 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice an idea in one

text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Before we connect a poem and a drama, we find the idea in

each one. Watch what the poem teaches.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle words that show the idea on the

NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: The poem teaches that written rights protect people's

freedoms and keep things fair.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain why the leaders wrote down the rights.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the idea is about laws. Laws are the topic,

not the idea the poem develops.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can a poem teach an idea the same way an article does? Yes.

The poem uses rhythm and rhyme, but the idea is still there.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing an idea in one text.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which amendment the poem describes first and what it

protects.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 13 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 1 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose an idea

developed in both texts.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The idea must be developed in both the poem and the drama.

Check each choice against both.”

▸Students choose privately, then point to one line in each text that develops

the idea.

ANSWER KEY: C. Both texts develop the idea that people deserve a

voice.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name a line from the drama that matches this

idea.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because the amendments are listed in the

poem. The drama never lists the ten amendments.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can different kinds of texts develop the same idea? Yes. A

poem and a drama can teach the same lesson in different

ways.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting a shared idea from

different text types. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how the poem develops the idea differently from the

drama.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 13 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 1 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how a second text

develops a shared idea.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“We found the idea in the poem. Now prove the drama develops

it too.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Push students to name one line from each text.

ANSWER KEY: Thomas wants to be heard, matching the poem's idea

that rights protect people's voices.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find a poem line that matches Thomas's

desire to be heard.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only explain the drama. A connection needs

both texts.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Do both texts use the same words? No. The poem talks about

written rights, and the drama talks about wanting a voice. Both

develop the same idea.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how two text types

develop a shared idea. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask whether the poem or the drama came first in history and

what difference that makes.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 13 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 1 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write a connection between

two different kinds of texts.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Start with the shared idea, then say how each text develops it.”

▸Students write the connection as a full sentence on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: Both texts show that people's voices and

freedoms should be protected.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their sentence and prove it with both

texts.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write about only one text. A connection names

both.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can my sentence mention both a poem and a drama? Yes.

That shows the reader which texts I am connecting.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about stating a cross-text connection

independently. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why the writers chose different forms to develop

the same idea.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 13 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 1 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend a connection and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A trap can name something both texts mention without naming

the idea they share. Look for the deeper idea.”

▸Students write why the answer is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Shared topic, not shared idea. Government is the topic.

The idea is that people deserve a voice and protections.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the idea, not just the topic, that both

texts develop.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept the trap because government appears in

both texts. A topic is not the same as an idea.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is a topic ever an idea? No. A topic is what the text is about. An

idea is what the text teaches or shows.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why a topic is not a

shared idea. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the idea both texts develop beyond the

topic of government.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 13 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 1 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Idea first, in a full sentence. Then one proof line from each

text.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 13 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 1 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 13 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 1 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is D.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because the poem lists the amendments, without

checking whether the drama also lists them.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 13 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 1 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is D. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 14 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 2 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are matching lines between the poem and the

drama to find similar ideas.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a STAAR question about matching

lines, and we will learn to spot traps that use a correct detail with

the wrong idea.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Paired Passages slide deck for Cluster 3

Module 2 . a class or student copy of "Our Rights, Our Voices" and "A

Voice of Their Own" . the student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain what it means for two lines to express

the same idea.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Paired Passages RPLD Deck · Cluster 3 · Module 2 · Teacher Script · 1



TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 14 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 2 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice what a line

means.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Today we are matching ideas between a poem and a drama.

Start by understanding what each line means.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle words that show the idea on the

NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: The poem says amendments protect people by limiting

what the government can do.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain what protecting the rights of me and

you means.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the idea is about the government. The

government is the topic. The idea is about protection.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I know what a line means? I look at what the words

actually say and think about the bigger idea.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing the meaning of a

line. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how the rights protect people in their daily lives.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Paired Passages RPLD Deck · Cluster 3 · Module 2 · Teacher Script · 2



TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 14 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 2 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose a line that

expresses a similar idea.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Match by meaning, not by exact words. The drama line must

express the same idea as the poem.”

▸Students choose privately, then explain how the drama line matches the

poem's idea.

ANSWER KEY: B. People deserve a say in the laws that affect them.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain how B matches the poem's idea about

protected rights.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because it mentions rules and

government. A states how things are, not the idea of protecting

rights.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can a match use completely different words? Yes. The

meaning is what matters, not the exact words.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting a matching line

from another text. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how A and B are different in meaning even though both

mention government.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 14 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 2 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show why two lines from

different texts match.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“We found the matching lines. Now explain why they express

the same idea.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Push students to connect the meanings of both

lines.

ANSWER KEY: "It seems fair for those people to have a voice" matches

the poem's message about rights protecting freedoms.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to put the shared idea in their own words.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may repeat the lines without explaining the

connection. The explanation must show how the meanings

match.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Do I explain both lines or just one? Both. A match means I

show how the meanings connect.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining why two lines match

in meaning. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what would happen if people did not have the protections

the poem describes.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 14 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 2 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write about how two lines

match in meaning.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Name the lines from each text and explain the shared

meaning.”

▸Students write the match as a full sentence on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: Both lines express the idea that people deserve

protections and a say in decisions.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their sentence and name the two lines

they matched.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may describe only one line. A match needs both.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can I use my own words to explain the match? Yes. Use your

own words to show how the meanings connect.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about stating a match independently.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to find another pair of matching lines from the

poem and drama.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 14 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 2 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend against a trap

about matching lines.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A trap can use a real detail and connect it to the wrong idea.

Check whether the meanings actually match.”

▸Students write why the answer is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Right detail, wrong idea. Mentioning rules does not mean

the line matches the poem's idea about protection.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain the difference between stating who

makes rules and protecting people's rights.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept the trap because both lines mention rules

or laws. Sharing a word does not mean sharing an idea.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can two lines share a word but not share an idea? Yes. The

word rules appears in both, but the meanings are different.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why a detail does not

support the right idea. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student how the drama line about the king could be

changed to match the poem's idea.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 14 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 2 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Name the two lines, then write the idea they share.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 14 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 2 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 14 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 2 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is B.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because it mentions rules, without checking

whether the meaning matches the poem's idea about

protection.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 14 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 2 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is B. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 15 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 3 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are comparing the purposes of a poem and an

article. They cover related topics but were written for different

reasons.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a STAAR question about different

purposes, and we will learn to spot answers that describe a

similarity instead of a difference.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Paired Passages slide deck for Cluster 3

Module 3 . a class or student copy of "Our Rights, Our Voices" and "Words

That Changed a Nation" . the student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain what purpose means when talking

about a text.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 15 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 3 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice the purpose of one

text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Before we compare purposes, we identify why each text was

written. Start with the poem.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle words that show the purpose on the

NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: The poem teaches the Bill of Rights so people can

understand and remember each rule.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain what the poem is trying to help readers

do.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the purpose is to list laws. The poem does

list rights, but its purpose is to teach them.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is the difference between a topic and a purpose? A topic

is what the text is about. A purpose is why it was written.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing the purpose of one

text. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask why the writer chose to use rhyme to teach the rights.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 15 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 3 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose a difference in

purpose.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A difference in purpose means each text was written for a

different reason. Watch for similarities.”

▸Students choose privately, then point to one detail in each text that shows

the different purpose.

ANSWER KEY: A. The poem teaches each right; the article explains a

historical event.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name one right the poem teaches and one

event the article explains.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick C because rhyme sounds like a purpose.

Only the poem uses rhyme, not the article.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can two texts about rights have different purposes? Yes. One

can teach the rights, and another can explain why they exist.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting a difference in

purpose. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the article would be like if it used rhyme like the poem.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 15 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 3 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how a second text

has a different purpose.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“We saw the poem's purpose. Now prove the article was written

for a different reason.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Push students to name each text's purpose.

ANSWER KEY: "Explained the ideas the new nation would be built on"

shows the article's historical purpose, unlike the poem's teaching purpose.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to describe what historical event the article

explains.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only describe the article. A purpose comparison

needs both texts.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can two texts about the same topic have different purposes?

Yes. Topic and purpose are separate.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how two texts have

different purposes. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which text a student would use to study for a test on the Bill

of Rights and why.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 15 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 3 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write about a difference in

purpose.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Start with why each text was written, then name both texts.”

▸Students write the difference as a full sentence on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: The poem teaches the amendments. The

article explains the Declaration's history.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their sentence and prove the purposes

are different.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write about what the texts are about instead of

why they were written.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is purpose the same as topic? No. The topic is what the text

covers. The purpose is why it was created.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about stating a purpose difference

independently. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name another text they have read and

describe its purpose.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 15 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 3 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend against a trap

about purpose.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A trap can be true but not answer the question. If STAAR asks

for a different purpose, a similarity is wrong.”

▸Students write why the answer is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Similarity, not a difference. Both mention rights, but their

purposes for writing are different.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what the question is really asking about.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept the trap because both texts do mention

rights. Mentioning rights is not the same as having the same

purpose.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can two texts share a topic but have different purposes? Yes.

That is exactly what this week's question asks.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why a similarity is not a

purpose difference. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to describe the poem's purpose and the article's

purpose separately.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 15 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 3 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Purpose difference first, in a full sentence. Then one proof line

from each text.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 15 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 3 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 15 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 3 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is C.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing B because both texts mention rights, without

noticing that the article focuses on the Declaration's history,

not the Bill of Rights.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 15 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 3 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is C. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 16 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 4 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are finding an idea that both the poem and the

article develop together.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a STAAR question about a shared

idea, and we will learn to spot answers that sound not in either

text but are not developed in both texts.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Paired Passages slide deck for Cluster 3

Module 4 . a class or student copy of "Our Rights, Our Voices" and "Words

That Changed a Nation" . the student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain what it means for a text to develop an

idea.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 16 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 4 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice an idea developed

in one text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Before we compare two texts, we need to see the deeper idea

in each. Start with the poem.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle words that show the idea on the

NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: The poem develops the idea that written rights exist to

protect fairness for everyone.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain what fairness means in the context of

the poem.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the idea is about amendments.

Amendments are the structure, not the deeper idea.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is the difference between a detail and a developed idea?

A detail is one fact. A developed idea is built throughout the

text.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing a developed idea in

one text. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which amendments in the poem deal most directly with

fairness.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Paired Passages RPLD Deck · Cluster 3 · Module 4 · Teacher Script · 2



TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 16 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 4 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose an idea

developed in both texts.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The idea must be developed in both texts, not just sound

reasonable. Check each choice against both.”

▸Students choose privately, then point to one line in each text that develops

the idea.

ANSWER KEY: B. People have rights that should be protected from being

taken away.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name a line from the article that develops this

idea.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because fair decisions sound positive.

Neither text says leaders always make fair decisions.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a choice sounds like good advice? It still must be

developed in both texts to be correct.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting an idea developed

in both texts. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how the article and the poem each explain why rights need

protection.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 16 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 4 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how a second text

develops a shared idea.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“We found the idea in the poem. Now prove the article develops

it too.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Push students to name one line from each text.

ANSWER KEY: The article describes natural rights. The poem lists

protections. Both develop the same idea.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain what natural rights means in the

article.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only explain the article. A connection needs both

texts.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can both texts develop the same idea using different words?

Yes. Different words can build the same deeper idea.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how two texts

develop a shared idea. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which text focuses on the rights themselves and which

focuses on why they were created.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 16 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 4 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write about an idea

developed in both texts.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Start with the shared idea, then say how each text develops it.”

▸Students write the idea as a full sentence on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: Both texts develop the idea that people's rights

deserve protection.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their sentence and prove it with both

texts.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may describe only one text. A shared idea names

both.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can I talk about the bigger idea without listing every detail?

Yes. The idea is the deeper meaning, not every fact.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about stating a shared idea

independently. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why both the Declaration and the Bill of Rights

were written.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 16 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 4 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend against a trap

about ideas.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A trap can take an idea from the text and push it further than the

evidence supports. Check both texts.”

▸Students write why the answer is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Not in either text. The article shows that problems

continued even after rights were written down.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find a line showing that problems remained

after the documents were created.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept the trap because writing down rights is

positive. Positive does not mean it solved everything.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can a partially true idea still be a trap? Yes. If any part goes

beyond what the texts say, it is a trap.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why a claim goes

beyond the texts. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the article says about who was not fully included

when the Declaration was written.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 16 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 4 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Idea first, in a full sentence. Then one proof line from each

text.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 16 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 4 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 16 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 4 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is B.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing D because fair leadership sounds positive, without

checking whether either text actually says leaders always

agree.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 16 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 4 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is B. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 17 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 1 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are comparing the experiences described in an

article and a poem.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a STAAR question about shared

experiences, and we will learn to spot answers that describe

something from only one text.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Paired Passages slide deck for Cluster 4

Module 1 . a class or student copy of "The Garden That Wouldn't Grow"

and "Try, Learn, Change" . the student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain the difference between an event and

an experience.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 17 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 1 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice an experience in

one text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Before we compare experiences, we identify what each text

describes. Watch what Kendrix goes through.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle words that show the experience on the

NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Kendrix tries to help but makes things worse. She learns

to observe before acting.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to describe what happened when Kendrix added

more water.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the experience is about gardening.

Gardening is the topic, not the experience of learning from a

mistake.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is the difference between an event and an experience?

An event is what happens. An experience includes what the

person feels and learns.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing an experience in one

text. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how Kendrix felt when her plan did not work.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 17 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 1 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose a shared

experience.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A shared experience means both texts describe people going

through something similar. Check each choice.”

▸Students choose privately, then point to one line in each text that shows

the experience.

ANSWER KEY: C. Both texts describe learning from a mistake and

adjusting.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the mistake in the article and the lesson

in the poem.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because watering appears in the article.

The poem never mentions watering.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can a poem describe an experience? Yes. The poem

describes the experience of trying, failing, and learning.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting a shared

experience. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student how the poem describes the feeling of making a

mistake.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 17 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 1 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how a second text

shares an experience.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“We saw Kendrix's experience. Now prove the poem describes

something similar.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Push students to connect the poem's words to

Kendrix's experience.

ANSWER KEY: The poem's wrong first answer matches Kendrix adding

too much water. Both describe adjusting after a mistake.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name what new information Kendrix learned.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only explain the poem. A connection needs both

texts.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does the poem need to mention gardening? No. The

experience is about learning from mistakes, not about

gardening.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how two texts share

an experience. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which text describes the experience through a story and

which uses direct advice.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 17 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 1 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write about a shared

experience.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Start with the shared experience, then name each text.”

▸Students write the connection as a full sentence on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: Both texts show that mistakes lead to learning

when people observe and adjust.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their sentence and prove it with both

texts.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may describe only one text's experience. A shared

experience names both.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can I use the word both? Yes. Both clearly shows the shared

experience.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about stating a shared experience

independently. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student about a time they made a mistake and learned

from it.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 17 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 1 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend against a trap

about experiences.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A trap can use a memorable detail from one text and make it

sound like it fits both. Always check.”

▸Students write why the answer is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Only one text. The grandmother is in the article only. The

poem gives general advice without a character.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to describe who speaks in each text.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept the trap because the grandmother is

memorable. Memorable details still need to appear in both

texts.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can a detail that I remember strongly still be from only one

text? Yes. Check both texts before deciding.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why a detail is from

only one text. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what the poem uses instead of a character to

deliver its message.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 17 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 1 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Shared experience first, in a full sentence. Then one proof line

from each text.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 17 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 1 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 17 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 1 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is A.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing B because the grandmother is memorable, without

checking whether the poem also describes a grandmother.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 17 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 1 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is A. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 18 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 2 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are comparing the scope of the article and the

poem. One gives a close, detailed look, and the other gives a

broad overview.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a STAAR question about how two

texts differ in scope, and we will learn to spot answers that

describe a similarity instead of a difference.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Paired Passages slide deck for Cluster 4

Module 2 . a class or student copy of "The Garden That Wouldn't Grow"

and "Try, Learn, Change" . the student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain the difference between a close view

and a broad view.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 18 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 2 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice when a text gives a

close view.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Before we compare how two texts differ in scope, we study the

level of detail in each. Start with the article.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle words that show the close, detailed

view on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: The article shows one experience in detail: specific

plants, specific soil, specific actions.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name three specific details the article includes

about Kendrix's garden.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the text is detailed because it is long. Length

is not the same as scope. Scope is about how many examples

it covers.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What does close view mean? It means the text stays focused

on one experience and gives many details about it.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing the scope of one

text. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask why the article spends so many paragraphs on one

gardening season.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 18 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 2 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose a difference in

scope.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A difference in scope means one text zooms in and the other

zooms out. Watch for answers that describe a similarity.”

▸Students choose privately, then find one detail from each text that shows

the different scope.

ANSWER KEY: B. The article zooms in on one story; the poem covers

many examples.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the multiple examples the poem covers

compared with the article's one example.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because both texts do discuss learning. A

similarity is not a difference.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can a close view and a broad view teach the same lesson?

Yes. The lesson can be the same even when the scope is

different.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting a difference in

scope. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student whether they learn better from a detailed story or

a broad overview.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 18 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 2 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how a second text

takes a broader view.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“We saw the article's close view. Now prove the poem takes a

broader view.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Push students to name the different examples

in the poem.

ANSWER KEY: "A turtle hatches near the sea, then crawls" is one of many

poem examples. The Garden covers only Kendrix.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to count how many different examples the poem

includes.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only describe the poem. A scope comparison

needs both texts.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does broad mean less detailed? Often, yes. A broad view

covers more examples but with less detail about each one.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how two texts differ

in scope. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which text would help a student understand gardening

better and which would help with problem-solving in general.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 18 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 2 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write about a difference in

scope.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Start with the scope of each text, then name both texts.”

▸Students write the difference as a full sentence on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: The article zooms in on one story. The poem

zooms out to show many examples of the same idea.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their sentence and prove the scope

difference with one detail from each text.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may describe what the texts teach instead of how

much they cover. Scope is about range, not just message.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is scope the same as purpose? No. Scope is how much the

text covers. Purpose is why it was written.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about stating a scope difference

independently. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to describe a time they needed a close look at a

problem and a time they needed the big picture.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 18 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 2 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend against a trap

about scope.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A trap can be a true fact that does not answer the question. If

the question asks for a difference, a similarity is wrong.”

▸Students write why the answer is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Similarity, not a difference. Learning from mistakes is the

shared lesson, not the scope difference.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain what the question is really asking.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept the trap because it is true. True facts can

still be wrong answers if the question asks for a difference.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can a true statement be a wrong STAAR answer? Yes. If the

question asks for a difference, a similarity does not answer it.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why a similarity is not a

scope difference. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the scope difference instead of the

shared lesson.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 18 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 2 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Scope difference first, in a full sentence. Then one detail from

each text.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Paired Passages RPLD Deck · Cluster 4 · Module 2 · Teacher Script · 7



TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 18 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 2 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 18 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 2 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is B.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because both texts do teach about observation,

without noticing that the question asks for a difference, not a

similarity.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 18 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 2 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is B. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 19 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 3 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are reading two informational texts together, the

way the STAAR test pairs them. Both are about the American

Revolution.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a real STAAR question about both

texts, and we will learn to spot answers that go too far beyond

what the texts actually say.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Paired Passages slide deck for Cluster 4

Module 3 . a class or student copy of "Words That Changed a Nation" and

"From Tension to Revolution" . the student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain the difference between a shared topic

and a shared message.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 19 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 3 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice a message in one

informational text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Before we connect two texts, we find the message in each one.

Watch what the colonists believed.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle have a voice in the government on the

NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Colonists argued for a voice in government. Message:

people deserve a say in decisions that affect them.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain what taxation without representation

means in their own words.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the message is about taxes. Taxes are the

topic, but the message is about having a voice.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does the message have to be stated directly? No. Sometimes I

figure out the message from what the author shows.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing a message in one

informational text. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask why the colonists thought it was unfair to pay taxes without

representatives.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 19 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 3 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose a message that

both authors share.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Hold each choice up to both texts. The shared message must

be developed in each one.”

▸Students choose privately, then point to one line in each text that supports

the message.

ANSWER KEY: A. People should have a voice in decisions that affect

them.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name one line from each text that supports B.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because both texts mention the Tea Party.

Mentioning an event is not the same as sharing a message

about it.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a choice sounds true but only one text develops it? It

still has to be developed in both texts.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting a message found in

both informational texts. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how the second text shows that colonists wanted a voice.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 19 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 3 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how a second text

shares a message.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“We found the message in the first text. Now prove the second

text develops it too.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Push students to name one line from each text.

ANSWER KEY: Colonial governments should have the power to tax

connects to the message about having a voice.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to match this line to a similar idea in the first text.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only explain the second text. A connection

needs both texts.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Do both authors have to use the same words? No. They can

show the same message with different details.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how two

informational texts share a message. Keep the demand at this

level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which text gives more examples of colonists demanding a

voice.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 19 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 3 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write a connection between

two informational texts.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Start with the message, then say where it shows up in each

text.”

▸Students write the connection as a full sentence on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: Both texts develop the message that people

deserve a voice in how they are governed.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their sentence and prove it with evidence

from both texts.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write a summary of one text instead of a

message both texts share.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can my sentence name both texts? Yes. Naming both texts

makes the connection clearer.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about stating a cross-text connection

independently. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student how the colonists' belief about voice still matters

today.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 19 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 3 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend a connection and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A trap can sound right because it connects to something real in

the texts. Check whether the texts actually go that far.”

▸Students write why the answer is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Goes too far. Neither text claims the colonies would have

stayed loyal just for lower taxes.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain what the colonists actually wanted

besides lower taxes.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept the trap because both texts do discuss

taxes. But the claim stretches beyond what either text says.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I know if an answer goes too far? Check whether the

text actually says it, or if it just sounds reasonable.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why a connection fails

because it goes too far. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to rewrite the trap so it becomes a true shared

message.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 19 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 3 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Message first, in a full sentence. Then one proof line from each

text.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 19 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 3 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 19 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 3 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is C.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing D because the Stamp Act sounds important, without

checking whether both texts say every colonist wanted

independence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Paired Passages RPLD Deck · Cluster 4 · Module 3 · Teacher Script · 9



TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 19 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 3 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is C. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 20 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 4 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we continue with the same two informational texts.

Now we are looking for information that one text includes but the

other does not.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a real STAAR question about

differences between the texts, and we will learn to spot Texts

switched traps.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Paired Passages slide deck for Cluster 4

Module 4 . a class or student copy of "Words That Changed a Nation" and

"From Tension to Revolution" . the student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain what a Texts switched trap means.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 20 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 4 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice a detail that

belongs to only one text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“When two texts share a topic, each author still chooses

different details. Watch for what only one text includes.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle Remember the Ladies on the NOTICE

row.

ANSWER KEY: Abigail Adams is in Text 1 only. Text 2 does not mention

her.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to confirm whether the second text mentions

Abigail Adams anywhere.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think both texts include every detail about the

Revolution. Each author makes different choices.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do two texts on the same topic have different details?

Each author decides what to include based on their purpose.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing a detail unique to

one informational text. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask why the first author might have chosen to include Abigail

Adams.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose information

found in one text but not the other.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Check each choice against both texts. The right answer must

be in one text and absent from the other.”

▸Students choose privately, then confirm the detail is absent from the

second text.

ANSWER KEY: B. The Declaration stated that people have unalienable

rights.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to prove that the second text does not discuss

unalienable rights.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because protests appear in both texts.

But organized city protests with the Sons of Liberty are detailed

in the second text.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a topic appears in both but the specific detail does not?

Focus on the exact detail, not just the topic.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting information found in

one text but not the other. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name one detail from the second text that is

not in the first.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show why a detail belongs

to one text only.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Prove the detail is in one text and truly absent from the other.

Check both carefully.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Push students to search the second text for the

detail.

ANSWER KEY: Unalienable rights are developed in Text 1. Text 2 never

discusses them.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what the second text focuses on instead of the

Declaration's ideas.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may assume both texts cover the same details. Each

author has a different focus.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if the other text hints at the idea? A hint is not the same as

developing the information.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining why a detail is

unique to one text. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the second text includes about protests that the first

text does not.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 20 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 4 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write about information

unique to one text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Name the detail, say which text includes it, and confirm the

other text does not.”

▸Students write the analysis as a full sentence on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: Only Words That Changed a Nation explains

the Declaration's claims about natural rights.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their sentence and prove the detail is

absent from the other text.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write about a detail found in both texts instead of

one that is unique.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can I write about a detail unique to the second text instead?

Yes. Either direction works.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about stating which information is unique

to one text. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student which text gives more detail about the Boston

Massacre.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 20 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 4 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my analysis and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A trap can assign a detail to the wrong text. Always verify which

text actually contains it.”

▸Students write why the answer is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Texts switched. Boycotts are described in From Tension

to Revolution, not in Words That Changed a Nation.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to prove that boycotts are not mentioned in

Words That Changed a Nation.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept the trap because both texts discuss

protests. But boycotts are only in From Tension to Revolution.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I catch a Texts switched trap? Search both texts for the

exact detail before choosing.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why a Texts switched

trap assigns a detail to the wrong text. Keep the demand at this

level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name another detail that could be a Texts

switched trap.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 20 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 4 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Name the detail, say which text includes it, and copy one proof

line.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 20 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 4 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Paired Passages RPLD Deck · Cluster 4 · Module 4 · Teacher Script · 8



TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 20 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 4 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is D.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because boycotts sound familiar from the topic,

without checking which text actually describes them.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 20 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 4 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is D. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 21 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 1 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are reading a story and a poem together. Both

show how people solve problems.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a real STAAR question about both

texts, and we will learn to spot answers that use a right detail but

draw the wrong idea.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Paired Passages slide deck for Cluster 5

Module 1 . a class or student copy of "A Visit to the Workshop" and "Try,

Learn, Change" . the student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name a time they solved a problem by

watching carefully and trying again.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 21 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 1 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice how people solve a

problem in one text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Before we compare two texts, we notice how each one shows

problem solving. Watch what the workers do.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle carefully adjusted on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Workers adjust materials and observe results. Problem

solving means testing and changing.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to describe what the workers are doing in their

own words.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the problem is darkness. The problem is

making light that lasts, and the method is careful testing.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does problem solving always mean fixing something broken?

No. It can also mean creating something that works better.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing how a problem is

solved in one text. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what Edison says about why the work matters.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Paired Passages RPLD Deck · Cluster 5 · Module 1 · Teacher Script · 2



TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 21 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 1 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose how problem

solving is alike in both texts.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Hold each choice up to both texts. It must describe both, not

just one.”

▸Students choose privately, then name one example from each text.

ANSWER KEY: C. Both show people solving problems by observing and

testing.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name one example of testing from each text.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because speed sounds good. Neither text

says the fastest answer is best.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a choice uses real details? Check whether the idea it

draws from those details is correct.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting how problem

solving is similar in both texts. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what Kendrix and Edison's workers have in common.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Paired Passages RPLD Deck · Cluster 5 · Module 1 · Teacher Script · 3



TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 21 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 1 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how a second text

shares a problem-solving approach.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“We found the approach in the story. Now prove the poem shows

it too.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Push students to connect a poem line to a

workshop action.

ANSWER KEY: Observe the roots matches the workers adjusting

materials. Both require careful observation.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain how Kendrix changed her approach

after observing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only explain the poem. A comparison needs

evidence from both texts.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Do both texts have to use the word observe? No. They can

show the same method with different words.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how two texts share

a problem-solving approach. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which text shows that a wrong first answer can still lead to

learning.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 21 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 1 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write a comparison between

two texts.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Start with the similarity, then point to evidence in each text.”

▸Students write the comparison as a full sentence on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: Both texts show that solving problems requires

observation, testing, and willingness to change.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their sentence and prove it with one

example from each text.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may describe only one text. A comparison must

include both.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can I use the word both to start? Yes. Both is a strong word for

comparing.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about stating a comparison of problem

solving across texts. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name a time they solved a problem by trying

again differently.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 21 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 1 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend a comparison

and explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A trap can name a real person or event but draw the wrong

conclusion. Check both texts.”

▸Students write why the answer is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Right detail, wrong idea. Edison is real, but he did not

work alone, and both texts show teamwork.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find evidence in the story that Edison had

help.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept the trap because Edison is famous. The

story shows workers helping him.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I spot a Right detail, wrong idea trap? The detail is real,

but the idea it supports is not in the texts.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why a right detail leads

to a wrong idea. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to rewrite the trap so it becomes a true

comparison.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 21 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 1 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Similarity first, in a full sentence. Then one proof line from each

text.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 21 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 1 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 21 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 1 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is A.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing B because Edison is mentioned, without noticing

that the story also describes workers helping him.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 21 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 1 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is A. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 22 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 2 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we continue with the same story and poem. Now we

are looking for differences, not similarities.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a real STAAR question about

differences, and we will learn to spot traps that name similarities

instead.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Paired Passages slide deck for Cluster 5

Module 2 . a class or student copy of "A Visit to the Workshop" and "Try,

Learn, Change" . the student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain why a true statement can be the wrong

answer on a test.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 22 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 2 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice who a text

describes.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“To find a difference, we first understand who each text

describes. Watch who is in the story.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle solving the same problem on the

NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Edison's team works together on one invention. They

share one goal.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to describe what all the workers in the story are

trying to do.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may focus on Zaylen. She is the observer, but the

people solving the problem are Edison and his workers.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does everyone in the story have the same job? No, but they

share the same goal of making light that lasts.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing who a text

describes. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how many different problems the workers are trying to

solve.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 22 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 2 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose a difference

between two texts.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A difference must be true of one text but not the other. Watch for

choices that name similarities.”

▸Students choose privately, then explain why the other choices are not

differences.

ANSWER KEY: B. The story shows one team; the poem shows many

groups.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name three different groups the poem

describes.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick D because it sounds like a contrast. But

both texts show people working with others, not alone.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a choice describes both texts equally? Then it is a

similarity, not a difference.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting a difference

between the people in two texts. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how Kendrix's challenge is different from Edison's

challenge.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 22 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 2 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how the people in two

texts are different.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“We see who the story describes. Now show how the poem

describes a wider range of people.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Push students to list different groups in the

poem.

ANSWER KEY: Adaptation has no rule in the poem covers many people

and problems. The story focuses on one team and one invention.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name two people in the poem who face very

different problems.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say both texts describe Edison. That is a

similarity, not a difference.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can a difference be about how many groups a text covers?

Yes. Scope is a valid difference.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how the people in

two texts differ. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask why the poem includes so many different examples

instead of just one.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 22 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 2 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write about a difference

between two texts.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Name what is different, then say how each text proves it.”

▸Students write the difference as a full sentence on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: The story shows one focused team, but the

poem shows many groups in many situations.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their sentence and prove it names a real

difference.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may describe a similarity instead of a difference. A

difference must be true of one but not the other.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can the difference be about how the texts are written? Yes.

Structure and focus count.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about stating a difference between the

people in two texts. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student whether Kendrix works with a team like Edison's

workers do.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 22 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 2 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend a difference and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“When the question asks for a difference, a true similarity is a

trap. Both can be true and still be wrong.”

▸Students write why the answer is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Similarity, not a difference. Learning from mistakes is in

both texts, so it is not a difference.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain why a true statement can still be the

wrong answer.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept the trap because it is accurate. But

accuracy does not matter if the question asks for a difference.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is a similarity always wrong? Only when the question asks for a

difference.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why a similarity does

not answer a difference question. Keep the demand at this

level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to turn the similarity into a real difference

between the texts.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 22 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 2 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Difference first, in a full sentence. Then one proof line from

each text.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 22 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 2 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Paired Passages RPLD Deck · Cluster 5 · Module 2 · Teacher Script · 8



TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 22 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 2 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is D.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because observing is in both texts, without

noticing the question asks for a difference.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Paired Passages RPLD Deck · Cluster 5 · Module 2 · Teacher Script · 9



TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 22 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 2 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is D. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 23 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 3 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are reading an article and a poem together. Both

connect to how the new nation tried to protect people's rights.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a real STAAR question about

conclusions, and we will learn to spot answers that are not

supported by either text.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Paired Passages slide deck for Cluster 5

Module 3 . a class or student copy of "A Difficult Compromise" and "Our

Rights, Our Voices" . the student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain the difference between a conclusion

and a summary.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 23 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 3 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice a conclusion in

one text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Before we connect two texts, we find the conclusion in each

one. Watch what the author says about the compromise.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle didn't solve the deeper problem on the

NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: The compromise moved things forward but did not fix the

real issue. Fair government is hard.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain what the deeper problem was.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think the conclusion is that the compromise was

a success. The text says it helped but did not solve everything.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can a compromise be helpful and still have problems? Yes.

That is part of the author's conclusion.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing a conclusion in one

text. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask why delegates agreed to a compromise they were

uncomfortable with.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 23 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 3 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose a conclusion

supported by both texts.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Test each conclusion against both texts. It must have evidence

in each one.”

▸Students choose privately, then point to one line in each text that supports

C.

ANSWER KEY: A. Protecting people's rights requires writing rules down.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name one line from each text that supports C.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because the compromise is mentioned.

But the text says the compromise did not solve the deeper

problem.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a conclusion sounds true but only one text supports it?

It must have evidence in both.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting a conclusion

supported by both texts. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how the poem shows that written rights help protect

people.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 23 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 3 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how a second text

supports a shared conclusion.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“We found the conclusion in the article. Now prove the poem

supports it too.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Push students to connect a poem line to the

article's conclusion.

ANSWER KEY: The Eighth says punishments must be fair is one of the

amendments that protect specific rights, matching the article about written

rules.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain how the poem shows that written

rights matter.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only explain the poem. A connection needs

evidence from both texts.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Do both texts have to say the same exact words? No. They can

support the same conclusion differently.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how two texts

support the same conclusion. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what might happen if rights were not written down.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 23 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 3 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write a conclusion

supported by both texts.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Start with the conclusion, then point to evidence in each text.”

▸Students write the conclusion as a full sentence on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: Both texts show that written rules are needed to

protect people's rights in a government.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their sentence and prove it with evidence

from both texts.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write a summary of one text instead of a

conclusion both texts support.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can I use the word both to start my conclusion? Yes. Both is a

strong start for a cross-text conclusion.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about stating a conclusion independently.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student whether the Bill of Rights solved every problem

the article describes.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Paired Passages RPLD Deck · Cluster 5 · Module 3 · Teacher Script · 5



TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 23 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 3 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend a conclusion and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A trap can sound like a fact about government but still have no

evidence in the texts. Always check.”

▸Students write why the answer is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Not in either text. Neither text discusses presidential

power.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to search both texts and confirm neither

mentions the president.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept the trap because it sounds like

something they learned. But the texts do not say it.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if I know something is true but the text does not say it?

On STAAR, the answer must come from the texts.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why a conclusion has

no text support. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name one thing the article says about who has

power in government.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 23 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 3 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Conclusion first, in a full sentence. Then one proof line from

each text.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 23 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 3 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 23 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 3 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is C.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because it sounds like a fact about government,

without checking whether either text actually says it.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 23 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 3 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is C. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 24 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 4 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we continue with the same article and poem. Now

we are analyzing how both show that change affects people.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a real STAAR question about effects

of change, and we will learn to spot topic traps.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Paired Passages slide deck for Cluster 5

Module 4 . a class or student copy of "A Difficult Compromise" and "Our

Rights, Our Voices" . the student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain how a rule can affect people who did

not help create it.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 24 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 4 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice how a change

affects people in one text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Before we compare two texts, we notice how each one shows

change affecting people. Watch who is affected in the article.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle had no voice in the government on the

NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Enslaved people were affected by the compromise but

had no voice in the decision.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain how the compromise affected

enslaved people differently than delegates.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the compromise only affected states. The

text shows it affected enslaved people who had no say.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can a change affect people who did not help make the

decision? Yes. That is part of what both texts show.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing how change affects

people in one text. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask why some delegates were uncomfortable with the

compromise.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose how both texts

show change affects people.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Hold each choice up to both texts. The answer must describe

an effect shown in each.”

▸Students choose privately, then name one example from each text.

ANSWER KEY: C. Both show that rules shape how people are treated.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name a rule from each text and how it affected

people.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because the article discusses powerful

states. But both texts show rules affect everyone, not just the

makers.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a choice names the topic but not the effect? It is a

Shared topic, not shared idea trap.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting how both texts

show change affects people. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how the poem shows that written rights changed what the

government could do.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how a second text

demonstrates that change affects people.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“We saw how the article shows change affecting people. Now

prove the poem shows it too.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Push students to name a specific right and who

it protects.

ANSWER KEY: They remind the government what it can do shows

amendments limiting power, just as the compromise changed states'

power.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name one right from the poem and explain

how it affects people today.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only explain the poem. A comparison needs

both texts.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Do both texts have to show the same people affected? No.

They can show different people affected by different changes.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how two texts both

show that change affects people. Keep the demand at this

level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask whether the poem suggests that written rights solve every

problem.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write a comparison about

how change affects people.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Start with the shared idea about change, then point to evidence

in each text.”

▸Students write the comparison as a full sentence on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: Both texts show that rules and decisions about

government shape people's lives.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their sentence and prove it with one

example from each text.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write about only one text. A comparison must

include both.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can I write about how both texts show unfairness? Yes, if both

texts support it.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about stating how both texts show

change affects people. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student how the Bill of Rights might have helped people

affected by the compromise.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my comparison

and explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A topic trap names something both texts mention without

explaining the effect. Always go deeper.”

▸Students write why the answer is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Shared topic, not shared idea. Government is a topic, not

an idea about how change affects people.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain the difference between a topic and an

idea.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept the trap because both texts do mention

government. But the question asks about effects of change.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is a topic ever a good enough answer? Not when the question

asks for a deeper idea.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why a shared topic is

not a shared idea about effects. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to improve the trap by adding how the

government affected people.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Effect first, in a full sentence. Then one proof line from each

text.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Paired Passages RPLD Deck · Cluster 5 · Module 4 · Teacher Script · 7



TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 24 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 4 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Paired Passages RPLD Deck · Cluster 5 · Module 4 · Teacher Script · 8



TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 24 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 4 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is D.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because the Revolution is mentioned, without

noticing the question asks about effects of change, not just the

topic.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 24 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 4 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is D. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 25 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 1 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are reading an article and a poem together. Both

describe what happens when people use their voices.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a real STAAR question about effects,

and we will learn to spot answers that come from only one text.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Paired Passages slide deck for Cluster 6

Module 1 . a class or student copy of "A Voice in the Community" and

"One Voice Can Start a Wave" . the student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain the difference between an action and

its effect.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 25 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 1 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice an effect described

in one text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Before we compare effects, we find the effect in each text.

Watch what happens when people participate.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle have a say in those decisions on the

NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Speaking up lets people influence decisions. That is the

effect.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain what kind of decisions the article is

talking about.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the effect is voting. Voting is the action, not

the effect. The effect is having a say.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is the effect the same as the action? No. The action is speaking

up. The effect is what changes because of it.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing an effect in one text.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what happens when people do not speak up, according to

the article.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 25 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 1 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose an effect

described in both texts.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Test each choice against both texts. The effect must be

described in each one.”

▸Students choose privately, then name one line from each text that shows

the effect.

ANSWER KEY: A. One voice can grow and lead to larger change.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name one example from each text where a

voice leads to change.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick C because the article mentions groups. But

the poem says even one voice can start change.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a choice is true of one text but not the other? Then it is

an Only one text trap.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting an effect described

in both texts. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how the poem shows one voice growing into something

larger.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 25 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 1 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how a second text

describes the same effect.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“We found the effect in the article. Now prove the poem

describes it too.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Push students to connect a poem line to the

article.

ANSWER KEY: Gather, write, and speak matches the article's idea that

participation leads to influence.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to match one poem line to one article example.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only explain the poem. A comparison needs

both texts.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does the poem have to describe the same kind of

participation? No. The effect can be the same even if the

actions differ.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how two texts

describe the same effect. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which text describes the effect more directly and which

uses more imagery.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 25 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 1 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write about an effect

described in both texts.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Start with the effect, then point to evidence in each text.”

▸Students write the effect as a full sentence on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: Both texts show that speaking up can grow

from one voice into a force for change.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their sentence and prove it with one

example from each text.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may describe the action instead of the effect. Focus

on what happens because of the action.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can I write about the effect of not speaking up? Yes, if both

texts support it.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about stating an effect described in both

texts. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name a time when one person's question led

to a bigger conversation.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 25 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 1 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my comparison

and explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A trap can use a real detail from one text and assume it is in

both. Always check both texts.”

▸Students write why the answer is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Only one text. Local elections are in the article only. The

poem never mentions them.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to search the poem for any mention of voting or

elections.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept the trap because voting sounds

important. But the poem does not describe voting.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if the detail is only in one text? Then it cannot be a shared

effect.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why a detail from only

one text is not a shared effect. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name something both texts do describe, not

just one.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 25 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 1 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Effect first, in a full sentence. Then one proof line from each

text.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 25 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 1 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Paired Passages RPLD Deck · Cluster 6 · Module 1 · Teacher Script · 8



TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 25 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 1 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is A.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing D because the article mentions meetings, without

checking whether the poem also describes meeting in person.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 25 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 1 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is A. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 26 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 2 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we continue with the same article and poem. Now

we are comparing how each text presents its ideas differently.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a real STAAR question about

presentation, and we will learn to spot similarity traps.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Paired Passages slide deck for Cluster 6

Module 2 . a class or student copy of "A Voice in the Community" and

"One Voice Can Start a Wave" . the student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name one way a poem is different from an

article.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 26 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 2 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice how an author

presents ideas.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Before we compare, we notice how each text presents its

ideas. Watch the method the article uses.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle city council meeting, neighborhood

cleanup on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: The article uses specific, real examples to explain

participation.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name two specific examples the article gives

about how people participate.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may focus on what the article says instead of how it

says it. The method matters here.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What does method mean? It means the way the author

chooses to explain or show an idea.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing how one text

presents its ideas. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask whether the article uses rhyme, rhythm, or imagery to

make its point.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 26 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 2 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose a difference in

how two texts present ideas.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Look at how each text is built, not just what it says. Which

method does each use?”

▸Students choose privately, then name one method from each text.

ANSWER KEY: B. The article uses examples; the poem uses imagery

and rhythm.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to point to one example from the article and one

image from the poem.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because both texts discuss voices. But

only the poem uses rhyme.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can two texts say similar things in different ways? Yes. That is

what this question is about.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting a difference in how

two texts present ideas. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask why a poet might use rhythm and imagery instead of

specific examples.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 26 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 2 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how two texts

present ideas differently.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“We saw how the article presents ideas. Now show how the

poem does it differently.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Push students to compare the method, not just

the content.

ANSWER KEY: Their separate voices formed a call builds meaning

through images and rhythm. The article builds it through facts and

examples.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain how voices formed a call is different

from naming a specific meeting.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may compare the content instead of the method.

Focus on how each text presents its idea.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is one method better than the other? No. Both methods can

effectively present ideas.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how two texts

present ideas using different methods. Keep the demand at

this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which text would be more useful for a school report and

why.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 26 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 2 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write about a difference in

presentation between two texts.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Name the method each text uses, then explain how they differ.”

▸Students write the difference as a full sentence on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: The article explains with facts; the poem

persuades with rhythm and images.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their sentence and prove it with one

example from each text.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write about what the texts say rather than how

they say it.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if I notice both texts are about participation? That is

content, not method. Focus on how.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about stating a difference in how two

texts present ideas. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student which text feels more emotional and why.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 26 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 2 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend a difference and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A true statement about both texts can still be the wrong answer

if the question asks for a difference.”

▸Students write why the answer is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Similarity, not a difference. Encouraging participation is

something both texts share, not a difference.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain why a true similarity is wrong here.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept the trap because it is accurate. But the

question asks for a difference.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can the right answer to a difference question also be partly true

of both? No. A difference must set them apart.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why a similarity is not a

difference in presentation. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to turn the similarity into a difference by

comparing methods.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 26 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 2 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Difference in method first, in a full sentence. Then one proof

line from each text.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 26 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 2 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 26 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 2 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is B.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because both texts discuss participation, without

noticing the question asks how they present ideas differently.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 26 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 2 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is B. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 27 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 3 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are reading a story about immigration and an

article about the Declaration together. Both connect to

freedom.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a real STAAR question about shared

ideas, and we will learn to spot answers that sound true but are

not in the texts.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Paired Passages slide deck for Cluster 6

Module 3 . a class or student copy of "A Gift that Welcomed Millions" and

"Words That Changed a Nation" . the student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain the difference between something not

in either text and something developed in a text.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Paired Passages RPLD Deck · Cluster 6 · Module 3 · Teacher Script · 1



TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 27 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 3 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice an idea developed

in one text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Before we connect two texts, we find the idea in each one.

Watch why Rosa's family left Italy.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle hoping to build a new life on the

NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Rosa's family sacrificed to find opportunity. Idea: people

seek freedom and new chances.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain what Rosa's family gave up by

traveling to America.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the idea is about boats. The journey is the

setting, not the idea. The idea is about seeking freedom.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does the idea have to be about Rosa specifically? No. It is

about what her story shows about people and freedom.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing an idea developed in

one text. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what Rosa's father hoped his children would have in

America.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 27 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 3 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose an idea

developed in both texts.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Test each choice against both texts. The idea must be

developed, not just hinted at.”

▸Students choose privately, then point to one line in each text.

ANSWER KEY: A. Freedom and opportunity inspire people to take bold

action.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name one bold action from each text.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick B because ships are in the story. But the

article does not discuss Ellis Island or ships.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a choice is only in one text? Then it cannot be a shared

idea.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting an idea developed

in both texts. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how the colonists' bold action compares to Rosa's family's

bold action.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 27 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 3 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how a second text

develops a shared idea.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“We found the idea in the story. Now prove the article develops it

too.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Push students to name one bold action from

each text.

ANSWER KEY: Declaring independence was a bold action for freedom,

just as Rosa's family's journey was.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain what risk the colonial leaders took for

freedom.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only explain the article. A connection needs both

texts.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Do both texts have to describe the same kind of action? No.

The idea can be the same even with different actions.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how two texts

develop the same idea about freedom. Keep the demand at

this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which text shows the idea through a personal story and

which through a historical explanation.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 27 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 3 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write a connection between

two texts.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Start with the idea, then say where it shows up in each text.”

▸Students write the connection as a full sentence on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: Both texts show that people are willing to

sacrifice for freedom and opportunity.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their sentence and prove it with evidence

from both texts.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write about only one text. A connection must

include both.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can my idea be about more than just freedom? Yes, as long as

both texts develop it.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about stating a cross-text connection

independently. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student how the Statue of Liberty connects the two texts.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 27 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 3 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend a connection and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A trap can sound like something you believe, but the texts must

actually say it. Check both.”

▸Students write why the answer is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Not in either text. Neither text says immigrants became

successful quickly.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find what the story says about how hard life

was for Rosa's family.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept the trap because America is often

described as a land of opportunity. But the texts do not say

success came quickly.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I know if something is Not in either text? Check

whether the texts actually develop the idea.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why a reasonable-

sounding idea is not in the texts. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what challenges Rosa's family faced after

arriving.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 27 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 3 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Idea first, in a full sentence. Then one proof line from each

text.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 27 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 3 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 27 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 3 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is D.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because it sounds like something true about

America, without checking whether both texts actually say it.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 27 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 3 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is D. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 28 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 4 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we continue with the same story and article. Now we

connect both texts to society and community.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice connecting texts to how people live

together, and we will learn to spot answers that go too far.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Paired Passages slide deck for Cluster 6

Module 4 . a class or student copy of "A Gift that Welcomed Millions" and

"Words That Changed a Nation" . the student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain what it means to connect a text to

society.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 28 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 4 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice what a text

suggests about community.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Before we compare, we notice what each text says about how

people live together. Watch what Rosa does.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle made friends, helped her brother on

the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Rosa's community grew through friendship and learning.

People help each other.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name one way Rosa became part of her new

community.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the idea is about school. School is the

setting, but the idea is about growing into a community.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does community have to mean a neighborhood? No. It can

mean any group that works together.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing what a text suggests

about community. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what challenges Rosa's family faced while becoming part

of a new community.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 28 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 4 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose what both texts

suggest about community.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Test each choice against both texts. The answer must describe

something about society that both texts show.”

▸Students choose privately, then name one example from each text.

ANSWER KEY: C. Communities grow when people work toward shared

ideals.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name a shared ideal from each text.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because both texts show people together.

But neither text says everyone always agrees.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if an idea is too strong for the texts? Then it goes too far

beyond what the authors show.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting what both texts

suggest about society. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how Rosa's family working toward a new life compares to

the colonists' work.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 28 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 4 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how a second text

suggests the same idea about community.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“We found the idea in the story. Now prove the article suggests it

about society too.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Push students to connect the article line to

Rosa's experience.

ANSWER KEY: Her words showed that even at the beginning, people

questioned who equality included, supporting the idea of communities

working toward ideals.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student how the Declaration's ideals connect to Rosa's

experience arriving in America.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only explain the article. A connection needs both

texts.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Do both texts have to show the same community? No. They

can show different communities working toward similar ideals.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how two texts

suggest the same idea about community. Keep the demand at

this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the Declaration promised that immigrants like Rosa

hoped to find.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 28 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 4 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write what both texts

suggest about society.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Start with what both texts suggest about society, then point to

evidence in each.”

▸Students write the connection as a full sentence on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: Both texts show that communities grow when

people pursue shared ideals.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their sentence and prove it with one

example from each text.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may focus on differences between the texts instead

of what they share about society.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can I connect both texts to my own community? Yes. That is

part of the society connection.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about stating what both texts suggest

about community. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student how the ideals in the Declaration still affect

communities today.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 28 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 4 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my analysis and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A trap can take a real idea from the texts and stretch it further

than the authors actually go.”

▸Students write why the answer is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Goes too far. Both texts show ideals of equality, but

neither says they were always applied.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find evidence in the article that equality was

not fully applied.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept the trap because both texts discuss

freedom and equality. But the claim stretches beyond what the

texts say.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I spot a Goes too far trap? Check whether the texts

actually say what the answer claims.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why a statement goes

too far beyond the texts. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what Abigail Adams said that shows the promise

was not yet complete.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 28 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 4 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Community idea first, in a full sentence. Then one proof line

from each text.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 28 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 4 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 28 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 4 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is C.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing D because it sounds like something true about

America, without checking that both texts show the ideals were

not always fully applied.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 28 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 4 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is C. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 29 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 1 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are reading two poems together. Both describe

how people respond to challenges.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice finding a shared message in two

poems, and we will learn to tell a topic from a message.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Paired Passages slide deck for Cluster 7

Module 1 . a class or student copy of "One Voice Can Start a Wave" and

"Try, Learn, Change" . the student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain the difference between a topic and a

message.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 29 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 1 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice a message in one

poem.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Before we connect two poems, we find the message in each

one. Watch what this poem says about taking action.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle soft and small, reach all on the

NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: A small voice can grow. Message: taking action can lead

to bigger change.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain how a soft voice can reach all people.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the message is about being loud. The poem

says the voice starts small and grows through bravery, not

volume.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does the poem say everyone has to speak up? No. It says one

person's action can start something larger.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing a message in one

poem. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what happens between the whisper at the start and the

wave at the end.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 29 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 1 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose a message

found in both poems.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Test each message against both poems. It must be developed

in each one.”

▸Students choose privately, then name one line from each poem that

supports C.

ANSWER KEY: A. Taking action and learning from results leads to growth.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name one line from each poem that shows

learning from results.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick B because the second poem mentions

testing. But both poems describe everyday people, not just

scientists.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a message fits one poem perfectly but not the other? It

must fit both.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting a message found in

both poems. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how the first poem's brave question connects to the

second poem's idea of trying.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 29 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 1 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how a second poem

shares a message.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“We found the message in the first poem. Now prove the second

poem develops it too.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Push students to connect a line from each

poem.

ANSWER KEY: If something fails don't turn away matches the first

poem's idea that action leads to growth.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain what evidence can guide your way

means.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only explain the second poem. A connection

needs both poems.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Do both poems have to describe the same kind of action? No.

The message can be the same with different examples.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how two poems

share a message about growth. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which poem focuses more on speaking up and which

focuses more on learning.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 29 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 1 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write a message found in

both poems.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Start with the message, then say where each poem shows it.”

▸Students write the message as a full sentence on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: Both poems show that action, even small or

imperfect, leads to learning and growth.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their sentence and prove it with one line

from each poem.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may describe only one poem. A shared message

must come from both.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can I use the word both? Yes. It makes the shared message

clear.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about stating a shared message

independently. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student how the two poems could both help someone

facing a challenge.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 29 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 1 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend a message and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A topic trap names something both texts mention without

saying what they teach. Go deeper.”

▸Students write why the answer is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Shared topic, not shared idea. Change is the topic. The

message is that action leads to growth.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain how a topic is different from a

message.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept the trap because both poems do mention

change. But the question asks for a message, not a topic.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is a topic ever enough? Not when the question asks for a

message. Messages say something about the topic.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why a shared topic is

not a shared message. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to explain what the poems teach about change,

not just that they mention it.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 29 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 1 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Message first, in a full sentence. Then one proof line from each

poem.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 29 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 1 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 29 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 1 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is A.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing C because avoiding mistakes sounds wise, without

noticing both poems say mistakes are part of learning.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 29 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 1 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is A. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 30 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 2 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we continue with the same two poems. Now we are

analyzing how specific details help build a similar idea.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice connecting details to ideas, and we

will learn to spot traps that use real details but connect them to

the wrong idea.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Paired Passages slide deck for Cluster 7

Module 2 . a class or student copy of "One Voice Can Start a Wave" and

"Try, Learn, Change" . the student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain the difference between a detail and the

idea it helps express.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 30 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 2 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice how a detail builds

a bigger idea.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Poets use specific images to build bigger ideas. Watch how this

detail contributes.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle separate voices formed a call on the

NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Separate voices joining shows individual efforts

combining. Idea: small actions build power.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain how separate voices formed a call

shows growth.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may focus on the historical detail about colonists.

The image itself builds the idea that small actions combine.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is the image the same as the idea? No. The image is the detail.

The idea is the bigger point it helps express.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing how a detail builds

an idea. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what happens between one voice at the start and the wave

at the end.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 30 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 2 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose the idea that

details in both poems build.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Look at the details in each poem. What bigger idea do they

build together?”

▸Students choose privately, then name one detail from each poem that

builds the idea.

ANSWER KEY: B. Both use details that show how effort and learning lead

to progress.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to connect Kendrix's garden detail to the

colonists' voices detail.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because plants appear in the second

poem. But gardening is a specific detail, not the larger idea.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can two very different details build the same idea? Yes. That is

exactly what these poems do.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting the idea that details

in both poems express. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how Edison's broken bulbs in the second poem also build

the same idea.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 30 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 2 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how details in two

poems express the same idea.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“We saw details in the first poem. Now connect a detail in the

second poem to the same idea.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Push students to name the detail AND the idea

it builds.

ANSWER KEY: A turtle hatches near the sea shows natural effort leading

somewhere, just as the voices lead to change.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain what idea the turtle detail helps

express.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may describe the detail without connecting it to the

bigger idea. Always link detail to idea.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can a detail about an animal build the same idea as a detail

about people? Yes. The idea is the connection.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how details in two

poems express the same idea. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which detail in the second poem is most similar to the

voices forming a call.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 30 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 2 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write how details in both

poems build one idea.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Name the idea first, then point to specific details in each

poem.”

▸Students write the analysis as a full sentence on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: Both poems use details about action and

learning to express the idea that effort leads to progress.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their sentence and name one detail from

each poem.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may describe only one poem's details. The analysis

must connect both.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can my sentence name specific details? Yes. Specific details

make the analysis stronger.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about stating how details in two poems

build one idea. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student which poem's details feel more personal and

why.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 30 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 2 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my analysis and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A trap can name a real detail but connect it to the wrong idea.

Always check what the detail actually shows.”

▸Students write why the answer is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Right detail, wrong idea. The poem says failure is a clue

for the next test, not the end.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain what the second poem says about

broken bulbs.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept the trap because broken bulbs sound like

failure. The poem says failure helps, not ends.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I know when a detail connects to the wrong idea?

Check what the text says happens because of that detail.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why a right detail

connects to the wrong idea. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to restate the trap using the correct idea the

detail builds.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 30 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 2 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Idea first, then one specific detail from each poem.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 30 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 2 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 30 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 2 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is D.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing B because results are mentioned, without noticing

both poems say learning from results is important, not

unnecessary.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 30 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 2 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is D. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 31 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 3 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we continue with the same two poems. Now we are

analyzing how their views of change are different.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a real STAAR question about different

views, and we will learn to spot similarity traps.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Paired Passages slide deck for Cluster 7

Module 3 . a class or student copy of "One Voice Can Start a Wave" and

"Try, Learn, Change" . the student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain how two poems about the same topic

can have different views.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 31 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 3 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice the view in one

poem.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Before we compare views, we notice how each poem sees

change. Watch what this poem says about how change grows.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle one alone, all had known on the

NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: The poem sees change growing from one voice to many.

Change is collective.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain how the poem shows one person's

problem becoming a shared cause.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may focus on the historical details instead of the view.

The view is about how change happens through collective

voice.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is the difference between a detail and a view? A detail is a

fact. A view is how the author sees or interprets something.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing the view in one

poem. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the poem means by a stronger voice has learned to

hear.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 31 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 3 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose a difference

between two poets' views.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Look at how each poem sees the process of change. What

angle does each one take?”

▸Students choose privately, then name one line from each poem that

supports C.

ANSWER KEY: C. One sees change through voices; the other through

evidence.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain how each poem's view of change is

different.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because both discuss change. But

neither says change happens quickly, and the question asks for

a difference.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can two poems about the same topic have different views?

Yes. That is exactly what this week is about.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting a difference

between two poets' views. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which poem would be more helpful if you were trying to

solve a science problem.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 31 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 3 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how two poets view

change differently.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“We see the first poem's view. Now show how the second poem

takes a different angle.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Push students to name the specific view each

poem takes.

ANSWER KEY: Each failed attempt became a clue shows an evidence-

based view, different from the collective-voice view in the first poem.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain how a clue from failure is different from

a voice joining others.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may describe both poems' content without identifying

the different views.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is one view better than the other? No. Both views are valid

ways of understanding change.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how two poets view

change differently. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask whether both views could work together in a real situation.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 31 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 3 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write about a difference

between two poets' views.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Name each poem's view, then explain how they differ.”

▸Students write the difference as a full sentence on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: One poem sees change through people uniting;

the other sees it through testing and learning.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their sentence and prove it names a real

difference.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may describe a similarity instead of a difference in

views.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can I say one poem is better? No. The question asks for a

difference, not a judgment.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about stating a difference between two

poets' views. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student which view best fits how their school community

makes changes.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 31 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 3 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend a difference and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A similarity can be true and still be the wrong answer when the

question asks for a difference.”

▸Students write why the answer is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Similarity, not a difference. Effort is in both poems, so it is

not a difference between their views.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain why a true similarity is the wrong

answer here.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept the trap because both poems do require

effort. But the question asks for a difference.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is it always wrong to name a similarity? Only when the question

asks for a difference.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why a similarity does

not answer a difference question. Keep the demand at this

level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to turn this similarity into a real difference

between the poems' views.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 31 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 3 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Difference first, in a full sentence. Then one proof line from

each poem.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 31 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 3 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 31 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 3 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is A.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing C because both poems do require effort, without

noticing the question asks for a difference, not a similarity.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 31 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 3 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is A. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Paired Passages RPLD Deck · Cluster 7 · Module 3 · Teacher Script · 10



TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 32 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 4 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we continue with the same two poems. Now we are

connecting their ideas to our own lives and choices.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice connecting poems to personal

experience, and we will learn to spot ideas that sound like good

advice but are not in the texts.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Paired Passages slide deck for Cluster 7

Module 4 . a class or student copy of "One Voice Can Start a Wave" and

"Try, Learn, Change" . the student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name a time a poem or story helped them

think about a real choice.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 32 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 4 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice how an idea in a

poem connects to real life.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Poems teach ideas that can help us in real life. Watch how this

idea connects to choices you might face.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle one small sound, grows on the

NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: A small start can grow. This could help someone take a

first step toward change.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name a time a small action led to something

bigger.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the line is only about history. The idea

applies to real choices too.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can a poem's idea help me even if the poem is about

something different? Yes. Ideas can transfer to new situations.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing how a poem's idea

connects to real life. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student when they felt unsure about speaking up and

what happened.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 32 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 4 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose an idea from

both poems that helps a reader.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Test each idea against both poems and against real life. It must

work for all three.”

▸Students choose privately, then explain how the idea could help a real

person.

ANSWER KEY: A. Starting small and learning from evidence helps a

person grow.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain how this idea connects to both poems

and to real life.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick B because a first idea sounds decisive. But

the second poem says first ideas should be tested with

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if an idea sounds good but is not in the poems? Then it is

Not in either text.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting an idea from both

poems that could help a reader. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to describe a choice where starting small and

learning would help.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 32 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 4 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how a second poem

develops an idea that helps a reader.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“We found the idea in the first poem. Now show how the second

poem develops it for a reader.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Push students to connect the poem to a real

choice.

ANSWER KEY: We learn, revise, and rearrange matches the first poem's

idea that action grows through learning.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain what revise means for a real choice

they face.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only explain the poem. A connection needs both

poems and a real-life application.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does the poem have to mention my situation directly? No. The

idea transfers to new situations.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how two poems'

ideas help a reader. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student when they changed their mind after learning new

information.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 32 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 4 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write how both poems' ideas

connect to real life.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Start with the idea, then explain how a reader could use it.”

▸Students write the connection as a full sentence on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: Both poems show that small starts and learning

from evidence help people make better choices.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their sentence and give a specific

example from their own experience.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write a summary of one poem instead of

connecting an idea to real life.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can I write about my own experience? Yes. That is exactly what

connecting to personal experience means.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about stating how both poems' ideas

connect to personal experience. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student how they could use this idea at school this week.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 32 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 4 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my analysis and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A trap can sound like good advice but still not be in the texts.

Always check both poems.”

▸Students write why the answer is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Not in either text. Neither poem mentions asking a

teacher.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find what the second poem says about the

turtle having no instructor.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept the trap because asking a teacher is

good advice. But the poems do not develop this idea.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I tell the difference between good advice and what the

texts say? Check whether the poems actually develop the idea.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why a reasonable idea

is not developed in the texts. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what the poems say to do instead of asking

someone else.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 32 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 4 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Idea first, then how it helps you, then one proof line from each

poem.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 32 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 4 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 32 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 4 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is B.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing C because teamwork sounds not in either text,

without checking whether both poems actually develop this

idea.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 32 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 4 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is B. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 33 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 1 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are reading an article and a poem together. Both

connect to how people participate in democracy.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice synthesizing two texts, and we will

learn to tell topics from ideas.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Paired Passages slide deck for Cluster 8

Module 1 . a class or student copy of "From Protest to Participation: How

a Nation Changes" and "One Voice Can Start a Wave" . the student

tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain what synthesis means when reading

two texts together.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 33 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 1 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice an idea in one

text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Before we connect these texts, we find the idea in each one.

Watch what the article says about being a citizen.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle begins long before on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Citizenship starts before voting. Idea: informed

participation begins early.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name one way a young person can participate

in their community.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think the idea is only about voting. The article

says citizenship is broader than voting.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can someone too young to vote still be a citizen? Yes. The

article says citizenship starts with learning how communities

work.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing an idea about

citizenship in one text. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the article says about how students can participate.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 33 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 1 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose an idea

developed in both texts.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Test each idea against both texts. The shared idea must be

developed, not just hinted at.”

▸Students choose privately, then name one line from each text that

develops the idea.

ANSWER KEY: B. Informed participation makes democracy stronger over

time.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student how each text shows that informed participation

makes democracy stronger.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick C because the article mentions leaders. But

both texts show ordinary people participating too.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if an idea names the topic but not the deeper point? Then

it is a topic trap.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting an idea developed

in both texts. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how the poem shows that informed voices are stronger

than uninformed ones.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 33 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 1 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how a poem develops

the same idea as an article.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“We found the idea in the article. Now prove the poem develops

it too.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Push students to connect a poem line to the

article.

ANSWER KEY: A stronger voice has learned to hear connects to the

article's idea about informed participation strengthening democracy.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain how learning to hear connects to

informed participation.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only explain the poem. A connection needs both

texts.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does the poem use the word informed? No. But seeking truth

and listening mean the same thing.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how a poem and an

article develop the same idea. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask whether the poem agrees with the article that listening is

part of participation.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 33 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 1 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write a connection between

an article and a poem.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Start with the idea, then point to evidence in each text.”

▸Students write the connection as a full sentence on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: Both texts develop the idea that democracy

grows stronger through informed participation.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their sentence and prove it with one line

from each text.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may summarize one text instead of stating a shared

idea.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can the connection include my own thoughts? The idea should

come from the texts, but you can explain it in your own words.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about stating a cross-text idea

independently. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student how informed participation today connects to

what colonists did.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 33 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 1 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend a connection and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A topic trap names what both texts are about without saying

what they teach. Always go deeper.”

▸Students write why the answer is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Shared topic, not shared idea. History is the topic. The

idea is about informed participation.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain the difference between a topic and an

idea.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept the trap because both texts do discuss

history. But a topic is not the same as a developed idea.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is a topic ever the right answer? Not when the question asks for

an idea. Ideas go deeper than topics.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why a shared topic is

not a shared idea. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to turn the topic into a real shared idea by adding

what both texts teach.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 33 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 1 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Idea first, in a full sentence. Then one proof line from each

text.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 33 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 1 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 33 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 1 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is D.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing C because both texts mention the Revolution,

without noticing the question asks for a developed idea, not a

topic.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 33 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 1 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is D. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 34 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 2 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are reading an article and a poem that share the

same topic but take different angles.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice finding differences in focus, and we

will learn to spot similarity traps.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Paired Passages slide deck for Cluster 8

Module 2 . a class or student copy of "How Change Happens: Observe,

Adapt, Test, and Improve" and "Try, Learn, Change" . the student tracking

sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain the difference between a topic and a

focus.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 34 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 2 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice what an article

focuses on.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Before we compare focuses, we notice what each text

emphasizes. Watch what the article stresses.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle Was it fair on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: The article focuses on evaluating consequences and

fairness, not just solving problems.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain why asking was it fair matters after

solving a problem.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think the focus is just on solving problems. The

article goes further to ask about fairness and consequences.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What does focus mean? It means the main angle or emphasis

a text takes on a topic.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing the focus of one

text. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what other questions the article says researchers should

ask after making a decision.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 34 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 2 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose a difference in

focus between two texts.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Look at what each text emphasizes most. Their topic may be

the same, but their angle differs.”

▸Students choose privately, then name one line from each text that shows

the focus.

ANSWER KEY: A. The article uses a central question; the poem uses

rhyme.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain how the article's emphasis differs from

the poem's emphasis.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick B because both discuss change. But the

question asks how their focuses differ, not what they share.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can two texts share a topic but have different focuses? Yes.

That is what this question tests.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting a difference in focus

between two texts. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which text you would read if you wanted to know whether a

decision was fair.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 34 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 2 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how two texts focus

on different aspects of the same topic.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“We see the article's focus. Now show how the poem takes a

different angle.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Push students to name what each text

emphasizes most.

ANSWER KEY: We learn, revise, and rearrange focuses on willingness to

change thinking. The article focuses on evaluating fairness.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student how good thinkers know to change differs from

was it fair.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may compare content instead of focus. The focus is

what each text emphasizes most.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is focus the same as topic? No. Topic is what both texts are

about. Focus is the angle each takes.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how two texts focus

on different aspects of change. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask whether the poem ever mentions checking whether

change was fair.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 34 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 2 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write about a difference in

focus between two texts.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Name each text's focus, then explain how they differ.”

▸Students write the difference as a full sentence on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: The article evaluates consequences; the poem

encourages willingness to change.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their sentence and prove it with one line

from each text.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may describe the content instead of the focus. Focus

is about emphasis.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can the difference be about how they write, not just what they

say? Yes. Structure and emphasis count.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about stating a difference in focus

between two texts. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student which text would help more if you needed to

evaluate a decision.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 34 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 2 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend a difference and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A true similarity is still the wrong answer when the question

asks for a difference.”

▸Students write why the answer is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Both use the turtle and orca: the article explains it under a

central question; the poem retells it in rhyme.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain why a true similarity can be the wrong

answer.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept the trap because both texts do mention

observing. But the question asks for a difference.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is observation really in both texts? Yes, but that makes it a

similarity, not a difference.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why a similarity is not a

difference in focus. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to explain what the article emphasizes that the

poem does not.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 34 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 2 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Difference in focus first, in a full sentence. Then one proof line

from each text.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 34 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 2 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 34 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 2 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is C.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because both texts discuss change, without

noticing the question asks how their focuses differ.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 34 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 2 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is C. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 35 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 3 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are reading two informational texts together.

Both examine how and why change happens.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice finding the strongest conclusion from

both texts, and we will learn to spot conclusions that go too far.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Paired Passages slide deck for Cluster 8

Module 3 . a class or student copy of "Six Turning Points: What Made

Change Happen?" and "Words That Changed a Nation" . the student

tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain what makes a conclusion strong

versus weak.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 35 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 3 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice a conclusion in

one text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Before we compare conclusions, we find the conclusion in

each text. Watch what this text says about evidence.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle evidence, prove your claim on the

NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Evidence must prove a claim. Conclusion: change should

be understood through evidence.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain the difference between an interesting

fact and a piece of evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think the conclusion is about choosing facts.

The deeper point is about using evidence to understand

change.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What makes evidence different from a random fact? Evidence

directly supports a specific claim.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing a conclusion about

evidence and change. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what happens when people choose facts just because

they are interesting.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 35 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 3 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose a conclusion

supported by both texts.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Test each conclusion against both texts. The strongest

conclusion has evidence in each.”

▸Students choose privately, then name one piece of evidence from each

text.

ANSWER KEY: C. Understanding change requires examining evidence

and consequences.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student how each text supports this conclusion.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because it sounds powerful. But neither

text says change solves all problems permanently.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What does best supported mean? It means the conclusion with

the most evidence from both texts.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting the strongest

conclusion from both texts. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what both texts say about consequences of decisions.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Paired Passages RPLD Deck · Cluster 8 · Module 3 · Teacher Script · 3



TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 35 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 3 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how a second text

supports the same conclusion.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“We found the conclusion in the first text. Now prove the second

text supports it too.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Push students to connect evidence from both

texts.

ANSWER KEY: Today the Declaration of Independence remains

important supports the conclusion that change requires ongoing

examination of evidence.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student how the second text shows that people

continued examining the Declaration's ideas.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only explain the second text. A connection

needs both texts supporting one conclusion.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does the conclusion have to be stated in both texts? No. Both

texts can support it with different evidence.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how two texts

support the same conclusion. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what questions people continued asking after the

Declaration was written.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 35 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 3 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write a conclusion

supported by both texts.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Start with the conclusion, then point to the strongest evidence

in each text.”

▸Students write the conclusion as a full sentence on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: Both texts show that meaningful change is

understood through evidence and careful analysis.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their sentence and name one piece of

evidence from each text.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write a conclusion that only one text supports.

The strongest conclusion has evidence from both.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can two texts support the same conclusion with different

evidence? Yes. That makes the conclusion even stronger.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about stating the strongest cross-text

conclusion. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student how examining consequences helped the

colonists understand their situation.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 35 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 3 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend a conclusion and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A trap can take a real event and claim it did more than the texts

say. Always check.”

▸Students write why the answer is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Goes too far. Both texts show problems continued after

the Revolution.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find evidence that questions remained after

independence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept the trap because the Revolution was

important. But neither text says it solved everything.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I know when a conclusion goes too far? Check whether

the texts support every part of the claim.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why a conclusion goes

too far beyond the texts. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what problems the second text says remained

after the Declaration.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 35 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 3 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Conclusion first, in a full sentence. Then one proof line from

each text.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 35 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 3 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 35 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 3 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is D.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because the Revolution was a major event, without

checking whether both texts say it solved every problem.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 35 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 3 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is D. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 36 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 4 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This is our capstone week. We are bringing together everything

we have learned about connecting two texts.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“We will connect, compare, and defend, using all the skills we

have practiced this year.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Paired Passages slide deck for Cluster 8

Module 4 . a class or student copy of "The Change Files: How Questions

Become Decisions" and "A Voice in the Community" . the student tracking

sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name three trap types we have studied and

explain each one.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 36 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 4 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice an idea in one

text.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Before we connect two texts, we find the idea in each one.

Watch what this text says about decisions.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle strong decision-making, same pattern

on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Decisions follow a pattern of gathering evidence. Idea:

informed decision-making is a process.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain what pattern the text describes for

making decisions.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think the idea is just about big decisions. The

text says both big and small decisions follow a pattern.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does every decision have to follow this pattern? The text says

strong decisions do.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing an idea about

decision-making in one text. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what steps the text says are part of the decision-making

pattern.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 36 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 4 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose an idea found in

both texts.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Test each idea against both texts. The shared idea must be

developed in each one.”

▸Students choose privately, then name one line from each text that supports

A.

ANSWER KEY: A. Strong decisions need evidence and different

perspectives.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain how each text shows that evidence

and different views matter.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick B because the first text mentions scientists.

But both texts describe everyday people making decisions too.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if an idea is true of one text but not the other? Then it is

an Only one text trap.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting an idea found in

both texts for the capstone. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how gathering evidence in research connects to gathering

information for a community decision.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 36 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 4 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show how a second text

develops the same idea.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“We found the idea in the first text. Now prove the second text

develops it too.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Push students to connect a line from each text.

ANSWER KEY: People may have different ideas about what is best

matches the first text's emphasis on considering evidence and views.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain how community discussions connect

to the decision-making pattern.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only explain the second text. A connection

needs both texts.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Do both texts have to describe the same kind of decision? No.

The idea applies to different kinds of decisions.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about explaining how two texts

develop the same idea about informed decisions. Keep the

demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask whether the second text's description of civic participation

follows the pattern from the first text.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 36 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 4 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write a connection between

two texts and connect it to my life.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Start with the shared idea, point to evidence in each text, then

connect it to your own experience.”

▸Students write the connection and personal application as full sentences

on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: Both texts show that strong decisions require

evidence and multiple perspectives.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their sentence and name a community

decision where this idea applies.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write about only one text or skip the personal

connection.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can I connect the idea to my school community? Yes. That is a

great way to connect texts to personal experience.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about stating a cross-text connection and

relating it to life. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student how they would use this idea if their school was

deciding how to spend activity funds.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 36 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 4 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can defend my analysis and

explain why a trap is wrong.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A trap can take a detail from one text and pretend it appears in

both. Always verify.”

▸Students write why the answer is a trap and its name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Only one text. Kendrix is only in the first text. The second

text never mentions her.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to confirm that the second text does not mention

Kendrix.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may accept the trap because Kendrix's experiment

sounds scientific. But the second text does not include it.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can I use a detail from only one text to prove a shared idea?

No. I need evidence from both texts.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about proving why a detail from only

one text cannot support a claim about both. Keep the demand

at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to find evidence from the second text that does

support the shared idea.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 36 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 4 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Idea first, then proof from each text, then connect it to your own

life.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 36 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 4 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 36 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 4 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is B.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because Kendrix's experiment is memorable,

without checking whether the second text ever mentions her.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.6(E) · Paired Passages · Week 36 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 4 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is B. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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