
TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 1 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 1 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning about plot. A plot is all the events in a

story, in the order they happen.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a real STAAR question about the

order of events, and we will learn to spot answers that are out of

order.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Plot slide deck for the Prepare Cluster Module 1

. a class or student copy of "The Great Chocolate Chip Cookie Mystery" .

the student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to retell the plot of a favorite movie in three

events.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 1 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 1 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice the first event in a

story.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Every plot starts somewhere. Listen for the very first thing the

story tells us.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle fifth grade had a problem on the

NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Fifth grade already has a problem at the very start of the

story.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to say what word in the first line tells us

something is wrong.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may skip ahead to the missing cookies. The question

asks what the very first line tells us.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does the first line say what the problem is? No. It just tells us

there is one.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing the first event in a

plot. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what a reader expects to happen next after reading that

first line.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Plot RPLD Deck · Prepare Cluster · Module 1 · Teacher Script · 2



TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 1 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 1 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose the event that

happens first.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“All three things happen in the story. Only one of them happens

first.”

▸Students choose privately, then put all three events in order with a partner.

ANSWER KEY: B. Jordan points at the empty cookie tray.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to put the three choices in story order.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick C because it sounds important. Important is

not the same as first.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

If all three really happen, how do I pick? Find each one in the

story and see which comes first.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting the event that

comes first. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student which choice happens last and how they know.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 1 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 1 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the sentence that

tells an event happens fast.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Time words like within and thirty seconds help us know exactly

when something happens. Hunt for them.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Students underline Within thirty seconds in the

sentence.

ANSWER KEY: Within thirty seconds, the investigation had already gone

completely out of control.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the time word in the sentence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may choose a sentence about a rumor itself. Look for

the sentence that tells when the rumors started.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is thirty seconds a long time? No, it is very short, which shows

how fast rumors can spread.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about locating the sentence that

proves when an event begins. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what happens to the lunch line once the cookies are

discovered missing.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 1 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 1 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can retell events in the order they

happen.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Use first, next, and last so a listener can follow the plot.”

▸Students write three sentences in order on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: First Jordan finds the empty tray, next rumors

spread, last Mrs. Delgado writes two questions.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their three events while the class checks

the order.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may list events from later in the story. Stay with the

very beginning of the mystery.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Do I have to use the story's exact words? No. Use your own

words, but keep the order True.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about retelling a sequence of events

independently. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student which of their three events happens the fastest.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 1 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 1 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can explain how one event

leads to the next.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Events in a plot connect. One thing happens, so the next thing

can happen.”

▸Students write the real order and the word so or because on the DEFEND

row.

ANSWER KEY: Jordan finds the empty tray first, which leads to the teams

forming, so Lucia, Jordan, and Eli were assigned the history mystery.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to prove the order by finding both events in the

story.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may agree with the trap because both events are

True. True events can still be in the wrong order.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does the order matter? Because one event causes the

next one to happen.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about explaining how two events

connect in order. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what would change if Mrs. Delgado never wrote the two

questions on the board.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 1 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 1 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find the lunch line in the story first. Then read the very next

sentence.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 1 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 1 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Plot RPLD Deck · Prepare Cluster · Module 1 · Teacher Script · 8



TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 1 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 1 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is B.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing C because it sounds like an important step, without

checking when it actually happens.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 1 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 1 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is B. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 2 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 2 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning to find the main problem in a story,

the trouble that gets the whole plot moving.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a real STAAR question about the

main problem, and we will learn to spot small details that are not

the problem.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Plot slide deck for the Prepare Cluster Module

2 . a class or student copy of "The Great Chocolate Chip Cookie Mystery"

. the student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the main problem in a favorite book or

show.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 2 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 2 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice the main problem

that starts a story.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A main problem gets the story moving. Listen for the trouble

that starts everything else.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle gone on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: The cookies are gone, and that is the problem that starts

the mystery.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to say what trouble Jordan reports.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may name a rumor they heard about later. The

question asks for the problem that starts it all.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is a rumor the same as the main problem? No. A rumor is a

guess about the problem, not the problem itself.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing the main problem

that starts a plot. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what Jordan notices is missing from the serving window.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 2 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 2 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose the main

problem instead of a small detail.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“All three things happen, but only one is the real problem that

starts the story moving.”

▸Students choose privately, then explain why the other two are just details.

ANSWER KEY: C. The cookies are gone before fifth grade can get any.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student why an eyebrow raise is not the main problem.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick a detail because it is funny or memorable.

Funny is not the same as the main problem.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can a true detail still be wrong? Yes, if it does not drive the plot

forward.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting the true main

problem over a small detail. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student how the missing cookies cause everything else

that happens.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 2 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 2 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the sentence that

proves people start guessing about the problem.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“When a problem is big, people start guessing reasons for it.

Hunt for a guess.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Students underline suggested and hidden the

cookies in the sentence.

ANSWER KEY: Someone suggested the principal had hidden the cookies

for a faculty meeting.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student why the author uses such a short sentence here.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may choose a sentence about a rumor instead. Look

for the sentence that names the problem's size.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is a serious problem the same size to every character? Mostly

yes, since the whole class reacts strongly.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about locating the sentence that

shows the size of a problem. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what word right before this sentence tells us a

chocolate-chip-sized emergency has begun.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 2 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 2 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can explain the main problem in

my own words.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Explain the problem like you are telling a friend what went

wrong.”

▸Students write two sentences about the problem on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: The cookies are missing, and fifth grade really

wanted them, which is why it feels like a chocolate-chip-sized emergency.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their explanation of the problem aloud.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may describe a rumor instead of the real problem.

Stay with the missing cookies.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Do I need to use the story's exact words? No. Explain the

problem in your own words.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about explaining the main problem

independently. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why the author compares the problem to

summer vacation being canceled.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 2 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 2 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can explain why the real

problem drives the plot and a small detail does not.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A main problem connects to everything else that happens. A

small detail usually does not.”

▸Students write why the missing cookies connect to later events on the

DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Fifth grade had a problem at 11:42, the missing cookies,

and that problem leads to the whole investigation.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to list two later events that connect back to the

missing cookies.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think any true detail could be the main problem.

A detail can be true and still not be the problem.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does an eyebrow raise not count as the main problem?

Because nothing in the plot changes because of it.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about distinguishing the main

problem from a small detail. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what would be different in the story if the cookies

had never gone missing.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 2 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 2 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find the moment the cookies are discovered missing. That is

where the main problem starts.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 2 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 2 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 2 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 2 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is C.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing B or C because they are true facts, without checking

whether they drive the plot.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 2 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 2 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is C. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 3 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 3 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning about the rising action, the part of a

story where events build up the problem.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a real STAAR question about the

rising action, and we will learn to spot events from the wrong

part of the story.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Plot slide deck for the Prepare Cluster Module

3 . a class or student copy of "The Fifth-Grade Cookie Commission" . the

student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name one event that makes a problem in their

favorite book harder to solve.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 3 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 3 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice the event that

starts the rising action.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A rising action usually starts right after a challenge or problem

is given. Listen for it.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle giving fifth grade a challenge on the

NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Principal Bennett gives fifth grade the challenge of

recommending one Friday treat plan.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to say what challenge Principal Bennett gives the

class.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may name a later event like the survey. The question

asks what starts the challenge itself.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does the challenge get solved right away? No, it takes the

whole week of surveys and talks.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing the event that starts

the rising action. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what three words Principal Bennett writes on the board.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 3 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 3 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose an event that

belongs to the rising action.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“All three things happen, but only one happens while the

problem is building up.”

▸Students choose privately, then explain why the other two belong to a

different part of the story.

ANSWER KEY: A. Students form political parties like Cookies for All.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student why the clipboard moment is not part of the

rising action.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick an ending event because it feels important.

Important does not mean it is in the rising action.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can a true event still be in the wrong part of the story? Yes, if it

happens at a different time than the rising action.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting an event that

belongs to the rising action. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name one more political party formed in the

rising action.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 3 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 3 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the sentence that

proves the problem gets harder.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Look for a sentence with a but in it. A but often shows a problem

is not simple.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Students underline more than half the students

voted for something else.

ANSWER KEY: They got the most votes, but more than half the students

voted for something else.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student why Tessa's math matters to the commission.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may choose the sentence about cookies winning.

Look for the sentence that shows the problem is not that

simple.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does winning the most votes mean cookies should win? No,

because most students voted for something else.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about locating the sentence that

shows a problem growing harder. Keep the demand at this

level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what Jordan says right after hearing Tessa's

math.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 3 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 3 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can retell a rising action event in

my own words.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Tell one event that makes the Friday treat problem harder or

more complicated.”

▸Students write two sentences about a rising action event on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: The commission interviews Ms. Ruiz about

cost, and that adds a new piece to the problem.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their rising action event aloud.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may describe the ending instead. Stay with an event

from the middle of the story.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Do I have to use the story's exact words? No. Use your own

words, but keep the event true.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about retelling a rising action event

independently. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what the school nurse adds to the problem.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 3 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 3 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can explain why a rising

action event connects to the growing problem, not the ending.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Rising action events connect to each other and build the

problem bigger. An ending event comes after it is solved.”

▸Students write how one rising action event leads to the next on the

DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Students complained no one had asked why they chose

an option, which leads to a second survey, and that is rising action, not the

ending.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name two rising action events that connect to

each other.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think any true event from the story counts as

rising action. An event can be true and still belong to a different

part of the story.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does the rotating system starting not count as rising

action? Because it happens after the problem is already

solved.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about distinguishing rising action

events from ending events. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what new problem appears after the first survey.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 3 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 3 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find the part of the story after the challenge begins but before

the final plan is chosen.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 3 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 3 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 3 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 3 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is A.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing C because it feels like a satisfying moment, without

checking that it happens after the problem is solved.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 3 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 3 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is A. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 4 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 4 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning about the resolution, how a story's

main problem finally gets solved.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a real STAAR question about the

resolution, and we will learn to spot endings that are not in the

text.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Plot slide deck for the Prepare Cluster Module

4 . a class or student copy of "The Fifth-Grade Cookie Commission" . the

student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to describe how the problem in their favorite

book or movie finally gets solved.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 4 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 4 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice the resolution that

solves a story's problem.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A resolution is a real plan or event in the text, not just a wish.

Listen for the actual plan.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle a rotating Friday treat on the NOTICE

row.

ANSWER KEY: The commission's plan rotates the Friday treat and adds

a safe alternative and a monthly survey.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name one part of the commission's final

proposal.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may guess a resolution that sounds fair but is not

actually proposed. Stay with what the text says the plan

includes.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does the plan give everyone cookies every week? No, it

rotates the treat so different desserts appear.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing the resolution to a

story's main problem. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the plan does for students with allergies.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 4 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 4 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose the resolution

that the text really describes.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“All three sound like possible endings, but only one is what the

text actually says happens.”

▸Students choose privately, then point to the sentence that proves the true

resolution.

ANSWER KEY: B. A rotating treat begins with a safe choice offered every

week.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find the sentence that proves the rotating treat

plan.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick an ending because it sounds fair. Fair-

sounding is not the same as what the text says.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can an ending sound nice and still be wrong? Yes, if the story

never actually says it happens.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting the resolution that

the text actually describes. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name one dessert that appears in the new

rotating system.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 4 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 4 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the sentence that

proves the plan is fair.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Look for a sentence that proves something keeps happening

for everyone, not just once.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Students underline still appear regularly in the

sentence.

ANSWER KEY: But they would still appear regularly?

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student why regularly matters for a fair resolution.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may choose a sentence about the first survey

instead. Look for the sentence about the final plan.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does regularly mean every single week? It means often, on a

rotation, not every week for one treat.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about locating the sentence that

proves a resolution is fair. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what word Jordan uses right after he hears treats

will still appear regularly.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 4 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 4 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can explain a resolution in my

own words.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Explain the resolution like you are telling a friend how the

problem finally got solved.”

▸Students write two sentences about the resolution on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: the strongest choices happen when people

speak, listen, investigate, and change their minds, so the treat problem is

resolved.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their explanation of the resolution aloud.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may describe a plan that is not in the text. Stay with

what the commission actually proposes.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Do I need the story's exact words? No. Use your own words,

but keep the resolution true.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about explaining a resolution

independently. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why Tessa says they checked cost before

deciding.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 4 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 4 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can explain why the true

resolution connects to earlier evidence.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A true resolution connects back to the evidence gathered

earlier in the story. An invented ending does not connect to

anything.”

▸Students write how the resolution connects to an earlier survey or interview

on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: The class asked should the class simply choose the most

popular option, and the answer no led to the rotating plan, not a ban that is

never in the text.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name one piece of evidence that led to the

final plan.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think any ending that feels fair could be the

resolution. A resolution must actually appear in the text.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why is banning desserts wrong? Because the story never says

that happens anywhere.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about distinguishing a true resolution

from an invented ending. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what Principal Bennett asks the class right after

they present their plan.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 4 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 4 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find the part near the end where the commission presents its

final plan.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 4 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 4 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 4 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 4 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is D.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing an ending that sounds fair or nice without checking

that the story actually says it happens.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 4 of 36 · Prepare Cluster · Module 4 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is D. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 5 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 1 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning about the rising action. The rising

action is the part of the story where the problem builds up.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a real STAAR question about which

event comes next, and we will learn to spot answers that are out

of order.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Plot slide deck for Cluster 1 Module 1 . a class

or student copy of "Hansel and Gretel*" . the student tracking sheet .

pencils . * In order to strengthen the study of PLOT, we are using classic

literature in this Triplet Slide Deck.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to retell what happens right after breakfast in a

favorite movie.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 5 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 1 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice the first event in a

story.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Every plot starts somewhere. Listen for the very first thing the

story tells us.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle poor wood-cutter with his wife and his

two children on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: The story begins with the wood-cutter and his family by a

great forest.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to say what problem the family faces at the start

of the story.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may jump to the witch. The question asks how the

story begins, long before the witch appears.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does the first line tell us the problem? No. It just shows the

family and the forest where they live.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing the first event in a

plot. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what a reader expects to happen next after the family runs

out of food.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 5 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 1 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose the event that

comes right after another event.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“All three things happen in the story. Only one happens right

after the children reach the house.”

▸Students choose privately, then find each event in the story with a partner.

ANSWER KEY: C. Hansel breaks off a little of the roof to taste it.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find the line where Hansel breaks off the roof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because it sounds scary. Scary is not the

same as next.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

If all three really happen, how do I pick? Find each one in the

story and see which comes right after the house.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting the event that

comes next. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student which choice happens at the very end and how

they know.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 5 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 1 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the sentence that

proves an event in the story.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Order words like until and then help us follow the plot. Hunt for

one.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Students underline followed it until on the

SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: and they followed it until they reached a little house, on

the roof of which it alighted;

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the order word in the sentence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may choose a line about the witch. Look for the

sentence that tells where the bird takes the children.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is an order word? A word like until, then, or after that tells

when something happens.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about locating the sentence that

proves the order. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the children do as soon as they reach the little house.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 5 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 1 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can retell events in the order they

happen.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Use first, next, and last so a listener can follow the rising

action.”

▸Students write three sentences in order on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: First the witch locks Hansel, next she makes

Gretel cook, last Gretel weeps and obeys.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their three events while the class checks

the order.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may list events from the end of the story. Stay with

the rising action.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Do I have to use the story's exact words? No. Use your own

words, but keep the order true.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about retelling rising action events in

order. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student which of their three events makes the problem

worse.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 5 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 1 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can explain how one event

leads to the next.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Events in a plot connect. One thing happens, so the next thing

can happen.”

▸Students write the real order and the word so or because on the DEFEND

row.

ANSWER KEY: The children eat the house first, which leads the witch to

feed them, so the stable locking comes much later.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to prove the order by finding both events in the

story.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may agree with the trap because both events are

true. True events can still be in the wrong order.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does the order matter? Because one event causes the

next one to happen.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about explaining how two events

connect in order. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what would change if the children never ate the house.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 5 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 1 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find the little stable in the story first. Then read the very next

sentence.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 5 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 1 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 5 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 1 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is B.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because Hansel really does drop crumbs, without

checking that it happens before the stable scene.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 5 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 1 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is B. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 6 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 2 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning about the climax. The climax is the

turning point of the story, the moment everything changes.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a real STAAR question about which

event is the climax, and we will learn to spot events from the

wrong part of the story.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Plot slide deck for Cluster 1 Module 2 . a class

or student copy of "Hansel and Gretel*" . the student tracking sheet .

pencils . * In order to strengthen the study of PLOT, we are using classic

literature in this Triplet Slide Deck.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the turning point of a favorite movie.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 6 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 2 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice the danger right

before the climax.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The climax does not come out of nowhere. Notice the danger

that sits right before it.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle pushed poor Gretel out to the oven on

the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: The witch pushes Gretel toward the hot oven, right before

the turning point.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to point to the oven line.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may jump ahead to Gretel pushing the witch. The

question asks about the moment just before.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What comes right before the climax? The witch pushes Gretel

toward the hot oven to bake her.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing the danger before

the climax. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the witch plans to do with Gretel at the oven.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 6 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 2 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose the climax of the

story.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Only one event is the turning point. The other two really

happen, but at other times.”

▸Students choose privately, then find each event in the story with a partner.

ANSWER KEY: B. Gretel pushes the witch into the oven and shuts the

door.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find the push in the story.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because the stable is scary. Scary is not

the same as the turning point.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I know which event is the climax? It is the moment the

children turn the danger around.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting the climax of the

story. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to say what changes right after Gretel shuts the

door.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 6 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 2 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the sentence that

proves the turning point.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The turning point has a sign: the character starts to fight back.

Hunt for that sentence.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Students underline saw what she had in mind

on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: But Gretel saw what she had in mind, and said: ‘I do not

know how I am to do it; how do I get in?’

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read the sentence that shows Gretel's plan.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may choose a line about the witch's kindness. Look

for the line where Gretel figures out the plan.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why is this the turning point? Because Gretel sees the witch's

plan and tricks her instead of climbing in.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about locating the sentence where

the story turns. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what Gretel does instead of climbing into the oven.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 6 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 2 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can retell the climax in order.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Use first, next, and last so a listener can follow the turning

point.”

▸Students write three sentences in order on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: First the witch shows how, next Gretel pushes

her in, last the witch burns to death.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their three events while the class checks

the order.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may list events from the end of the story. Stay with

the turning point.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Do I have to use the story's exact words? No. Use your own

words, but keep the order true.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about retelling the climax in order. Keep

the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student which of their events is the exact turning point.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 6 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 2 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can explain how the climax

leads to what happens next.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The climax connects to what follows it. One event causes the

next.”

▸Students write the real turning point and the word so or because on the

DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Gretel's push into the oven kills the witch, so Gretel runs

like lightning to Hansel and frees him.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find where the witch is pushed in.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may agree with the trap because the witch's push is

important. Important events can still be the wrong part of the

story.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does the order matter? Because the rescue happens only

after the witch is pushed in.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about explaining what follows the

climax. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what would change if Gretel had climbed into the oven.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 6 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 2 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Look for the oven scene in the story. The climax is the moment

Gretel fights back.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 6 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 2 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 6 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 2 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is C.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because the stable is a real event, without

checking that it is not the turning point.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 6 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 2 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is C. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Plot RPLD Deck · Cluster 1 · Module 2 · Teacher Script · 10



TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 7 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 3 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning about the falling action. The falling

action is the part of the story that comes right after the climax,

where the trouble starts to get better.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a real STAAR question about what

happens right after the climax, and we will learn to spot answers

that name the wrong plot element.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Plot slide deck for Cluster 1 Module 3 . a class

or student copy of "The Golden Bird*" . the student tracking sheet .

pencils . * In order to strengthen the study of PLOT, we are using classic

literature in this Triplet Slide Deck.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to tell what happens right after the big turning

point in a favorite movie.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Plot RPLD Deck · Cluster 1 · Module 3 · Teacher Script · 1



TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 7 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 3 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice where the falling

action begins.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The climax is the darkest moment. The falling action is what

happens next, as things start to get better.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle came once more and scolded on the

NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: The fox comes back and scolds the youngest son for not

following his advice.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what the fox does for the son right after this.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the story is over once the brothers take

everything. The falling action still has to fix the trouble.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does the falling action start right at the climax? Yes, the very

next events, like the fox returning, are the falling action.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing where the falling

action begins. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the fox promises to do for the son.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 7 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 3 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose the event that

comes right after the climax.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“All three events happen in the story. Only one is the falling

action right after the turning point.”

▸Students choose privately, then find each event in the story with a partner.

ANSWER KEY: A. The fox pulls the youngest son out of the river.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find the line where the brothers throw the son

into the river.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick C because the fox matters all along. That

event is from the very end, not the falling action.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if two choices are both true events? Check which part of

the plot each one belongs to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting the event right after

the climax. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which choice is a rising action event and how they know.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 7 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 3 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the sentence that

proves the falling action.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The falling action is where the trouble begins to heal. Find the

sentence that proves it.”

▸Students underline pulled him out of the river on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: Then he pulled him out of the river, and said to him, as he

got upon the bank,

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to say who is saved in this sentence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may choose the line where the brothers throw him in.

That is the climax; the rescue is the falling action.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can one event be both falling action and resolution? No, the

rescue starts the falling action and the resolution comes at the

very end.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about locating the sentence that

proves the falling action. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the son does right after the fox pulls him out.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 7 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 3 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can retell falling action events in

order.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The falling action is a chain: one rescue leads to the next step.”

▸Students write three falling action events in order on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: First the fox rescues him, next he comes to the

court as a poor man, last the horse eats and the bird sings.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their three events while the class checks

the order.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may include the brothers throwing him in. That is the

climax, before the falling action starts.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Do the events have to be exciting? No, falling action events can

be quiet, like a rescue and a return.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about retelling falling action events in

order. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student which of their events shows the trouble getting

better.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 7 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 3 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can explain how falling

action events connect.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The falling action is a chain of fixes. One rescue leads to the

next.”

▸Students write the connection and the word so or because on the DEFEND

row.

ANSWER KEY: The rescue leads to the son reaching the court, so the

horse eats, the bird sings, and the princess stops weeping, and the falling

action leads to the ending.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to prove the rescue leads to the happy ending

with a line from the story.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may call every fix the resolution. The rescue and

return are the falling action; the resolution is the final end.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does the rescue matter so much? Because without it, the

son could not reach the court and win back the princess.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about explaining how falling action

events connect. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what would change if the fox never pulled the son out.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 7 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 3 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find the rescue in the story first. Then read the very next

sentence.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 7 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 3 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 7 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 3 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is D.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing B because the brothers really are punished, without

checking that the punishment belongs to the resolution, not the

falling action.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 7 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 3 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is D. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 8 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 4 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning about the resolution. The resolution

is the part of the story where the main problem gets solved.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a real STAAR question about how the

resolution solves the problem, and we will learn to spot answers

that use the wrong character.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Plot slide deck for Cluster 1 Module 4 . a class

or student copy of "The Golden Bird*" . the student tracking sheet .

pencils . * In order to strengthen the study of PLOT, we are using classic

literature in this Triplet Slide Deck.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to tell how a favorite movie's problem gets solved

at the end.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 8 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 4 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice how the resolution

solves the problem.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The resolution is where the main problem gets solved. Watch

what happens to each character at the end.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle seized and punished and princess

given on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: The brothers are seized and punished, and the princess is

given back to the son.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what happens to the princess in the resolution.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may stop at the rescue from the river. That is the

falling action; the resolution comes when the problem is fully

solved.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is the resolution always at the very end? Yes, it is the part

where the main problem gets solved.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing how the resolution

solves the problem. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask why the king listens to the youngest son.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 8 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 4 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose how the

resolution solves the problem.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The resolution solves the problem, but we have to check who

really does the solving.”

▸Students choose privately, then reread the ending with a partner to check

each name.

ANSWER KEY: B. The son tells the king the truth and wins back the

princess.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find the line where the son goes to the king.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because the fox is helpful all along. It is

the son, not the fox, who tells the king.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I know who really does the action? I reread the lines

and check the name the story gives.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting how the resolution

solves the problem. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which choice names the wrong character and how they

know.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 8 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 4 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the sentence that

proves the resolution.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The resolution ends with a reward. Find the sentence that

proves it.”

▸Students underline heir to his kingdom on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: and after the king's death he was heir to his kingdom.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to say what the son becomes at the very end.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may choose the line where the fox pulls him out. That

rescue is the falling action; this line proves the final reward.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why is the heir line part of the resolution? Because it shows the

son's reward after the problem is solved.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about locating the sentence that

proves the resolution. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the king does to the brothers in the resolution.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 8 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 4 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can retell the resolution in

order.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The resolution can be told as steps: set things right, receive the

reward, and solve the last mystery.”

▸Students write three resolution events in order on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: First the brothers are punished, next the

princess is given back, last the fox becomes the princess's brother.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their three events while the class checks

the order.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may start with the fox pulling him out. That rescue is

the falling action, not the resolution.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does the fox reveal count as resolution? Yes, it is the last

mystery solved at the very end.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about retelling the resolution in order.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student which of their events solves the main problem.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 8 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 4 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can explain how the

resolution solves the problem.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The resolution is a chain: the son speaks, the king acts, and the

problem is solved.”

▸Students write the connection and the word so or because on the DEFEND

row.

ANSWER KEY: The son's truthful report leads the king to punish the

brothers and give back the princess, so the main problem is solved.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to prove the chain with a line from the story.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the fox solves everything. The fox rescues

him, but the son's report to the king is what fixes the problem.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does telling the king matter? Because the king is the one

who can punish the brothers and give the princess back.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about explaining how the resolution

solves the problem. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what would change if the son never told the king about his

brothers.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 8 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 4 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find the part where the son returns to the king. That is where

the resolution begins.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 8 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 4 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 8 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 4 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is B.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing D because the fox is clever, without checking who

really punishes the brothers.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 8 of 36 · Cluster 1 · Module 4 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is B. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 9 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 1 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning about the rising action in Mother

Holle, and about the event that matters most to the plot.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a real STAAR question about which

event is most important, and we will learn to spot answers that

are only small details.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Plot slide deck for Cluster 2 Module 1 . a class

or student copy of "Mother Holle*" . the student tracking sheet . pencils . *

In order to strengthen the study of PLOT, we are using classic literature in

this Triplet Slide Deck.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the one event that changes everything

in a favorite movie.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 9 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 1 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice the problem that

starts the rising action.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Every rising action starts with a problem. Listen for what goes

wrong.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle sprang out of her hand on the NOTICE

row.

ANSWER KEY: The spindle springs out of the girl's hand and falls into the

well.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what the stepmother tells the girl to do about the

spindle.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the story starts with the lazy sister. Watch for

the spindle first; the sister comes much later.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is the lost spindle the problem? Yes, it makes the stepmother

angry and sends the girl to the well.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing the problem that

starts the rising action. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the girl does next after the spindle falls.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 9 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 1 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose the event most

important to the plot.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“All three things happen in the story. Only one starts the

adventure that the rest of the plot depends on.”

▸Students choose privately, then find each event in the story with a partner.

ANSWER KEY: C. The girl jumps into the well after the spindle.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find the line where the girl jumps into the well.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because the cock's call is easy to see. A

tiny detail is not the event that drives the plot.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I find the most important event? Ask which event the

rest of the story depends on.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting the event most

important to the plot. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which choice is only a small detail and how they know.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 9 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 1 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the sentence that

proves the key event.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The most important event changes the story. Find the sentence

that proves it.”

▸Students underline awoke and found herself in a beautiful meadow on the

SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: She remembered nothing more until she awoke and

found herself in a beautiful meadow, full of sunshine.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what the girl finds when she wakes up.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may choose the line about the spindle falling. The fall

sets up the problem; this line shows the adventure starting.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does waking in the meadow matter? Because it proves

the jump worked and the new part of the story begins.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about locating the sentence that

proves the key event. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the girl does first in the meadow.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 9 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 1 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can retell rising action events in

order.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The rising action is a chain of helpful deeds. One event leads to

the next.”

▸Students write three rising action events in order on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: First the girl jumps in, next she helps the bread

and the apples, last she serves Mother Holle.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their three events while the class checks

the order.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may include the sister's pitch ending. Stay with the

first girl's rising action.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Do the events have to be about the girl only? For this row, yes,

keep to her rising action.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about retelling rising action events in

order. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student which event shows the girl being kind.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Plot RPLD Deck · Cluster 2 · Module 1 · Teacher Script · 5



TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 9 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 1 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can explain how rising action

connects to the reward.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The rising action pays off. Kind deeds lead to the reward.”

▸Students write the connection and the word so or because on the DEFEND

row.

ANSWER KEY: The girl's hard work earns the reward, so Mother Holle

gives her gold and the spindle, and that is how her deeds connect to the

ending.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to prove the reward with a line from the story.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the gold is just luck. The story ties it to her

industry, her hard work.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does Mother Holle give her gold? Because she served

well, and the reward is for her industry.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about explaining how rising action

connects to the reward. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the lazy sister earns and why it is different.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 9 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 1 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Look for the event without which the story could not happen.

That is the one to write.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 9 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 1 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 9 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 1 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is C.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because the apple shaking is kind, without

checking whether it drives the plot.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 9 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 1 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is C. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 10 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 2 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning how the setting can matter to a plot.

In this story, the cafeteria is where the cookie mystery begins.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a real STAAR question about the

setting and the plot, and we will learn to spot setting details that

do not drive the story.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Plot slide deck for Cluster 2 Module 2 . a class

or student copy of "The Great Chocolate Chip Cookie Mystery" . the

student tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student where the cookie mystery starts and what the

class does first.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 10 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 2 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice where a story

begins.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Every mystery starts somewhere. Look for the place where the

trouble begins.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle Friday morning on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: The story starts in the cafeteria at lunch, where the

cookies are missing.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what is missing at the start of the story.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may describe the whole cafeteria instead of one

detail. The tray shows exactly where the cookies were.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does the time matter? Because it tells us the mystery

happens during Friday lunch, right in the cafeteria.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing the setting and the

first problem. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the lunch line does when it hears the cookies are

gone.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 10 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 2 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose how the setting

matters.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A setting detail tells where things are. An event moves the

story.”

▸Students choose privately, then find the tray and the window in the story.

ANSWER KEY: B. The cookies vanish in the cafeteria, so the mystery

begins there.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to point out the choice that is only about the

place.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because the window is really in the story.

A detail can be true and still not drive the plot.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is the difference between a setting detail and an event? A

detail describes the place; an event moves the story forward.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about choosing how the setting

matters to the plot. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what would change if the cookies were missing

somewhere else.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 10 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 2 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the sentence that

proves where an event starts.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Hunt for the line that shows the event actually starting.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Students underline gone completely out of

control.

ANSWER KEY: Within thirty seconds, the investigation had already gone

completely out of control.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student where the investigation starts according to the

sentence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may choose a line about the research later. The

question asks where the investigation begins, not where it

ends.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does the sentence have to use the word cafeteria? No. It just

has to prove the event starts in that place.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about locating the sentence that

starts the investigation. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the class does right after the investigation goes out of

control.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 10 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 2 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can retell investigation events in

order.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Use first, next, and last so a listener can follow the

investigation.”

▸Students write three events in order on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: First the class guesses, next the teams gather

evidence, last they compare sources.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their three events while the class checks

the order.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may start with the next Friday when the cookies are

back. That comes last, after the investigation.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Do the events have to use exact story words? No. Use your

own words, but keep the order true.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about retelling the rising action in order.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student which event in the rising action matters most and

why.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 10 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 2 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can explain how the setting

starts the plot.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The setting can start the plot. Look for the place that makes the

problem appear.”

▸Students write the connection between the tray, the guesses, and the

investigation on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: The cookies vanish in the cafeteria, the class guesses,

and the investigation begins. The trap is Wrong part of the story.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to prove the chain by finding each event in the

story.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the setting is just the background. In this

story the setting is where the problem appears.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can the setting do more than tell where we are? Yes. Here it is

where the whole mystery starts.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about explaining how the setting

leads to the rising action. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what would change if the cookies were missing at home

instead of at school.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 10 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 2 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find the moment the class starts guessing. That is where the

investigation begins.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 10 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 2 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 10 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 2 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is B.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Picking D because the serving window is a real detail, without

asking whether it moves the plot.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 10 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 2 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is B. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 11 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 3 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning what causes the climax, the turning

point of a story. In this story, the class must decide one Friday

treat plan.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a real STAAR question about what

causes the climax, and we will learn to spot answers that switch

cause and effect.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Plot slide deck for Cluster 2 Module 3 . a class

or student copy of "The Fifth-Grade Cookie Commission" . the student

tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the turning point of the story and one

event that caused it.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 11 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 3 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice how a story

begins.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Every plot starts with a moment that sets things moving. Look

for it.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle carrying a clipboard on the NOTICE

row.

ANSWER KEY: Principal Bennett brings the Cookie Commission

challenge to fifth grade.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what the commission must decide.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the story begins with the survey. The survey

comes later, after the challenge.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does the clipboard matter? Because it shows a principal

with business, not an extra recess.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing the challenge that

starts the plot. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the room does when the commission is announced.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 11 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 3 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose what causes the

climax.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The turning point comes from the events before it. Look back.”

▸Students choose privately, then trace the turning point back to its causes

with a partner.

ANSWER KEY: A. The class needs a plan that gives everyone a safe

choice.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student which event pushes the class toward the turning

point.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick B because cupcakes really were proposed.

A real idea can still miss the cause.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I know what causes the climax? I ask what the class

needed right before the turning point.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about choosing the cause of the

climax. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what would happen if no one mentioned

allergies.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 11 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 3 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the sentence that

proves an idea.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Find the line that proves the idea. It should say it almost

directly.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Students underline could explain their

reasoning.

ANSWER KEY: This time students could explain their reasoning.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what the second survey reveals.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may choose a line about the first survey numbers.

The idea is about reasons, not votes.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does the second survey matter? Because it gives the

reasons the class needs to build a fair plan.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about locating the sentence that

supports the need for a new plan. Keep the demand at this

level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the class does with the reasons they collect.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 11 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 3 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can retell events that lead to the

climax.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“List the events in order so the turning point makes sense.”

▸Students write three events in order on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: First the survey, next the cost and allergy talks,

last the plan for everyone.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their events while the class finds the

turning point.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may start with the presentation on Friday. That

comes after the turning point.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Must I name the climax in my list? No, just the events that build

up to it.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about retelling the rising action up to the

climax. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student which collected fact matters most and why.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 11 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 3 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can explain how an event

causes the climax.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Ask what changed because of the new information. That is the

cause.”

▸Students write the cause and the turning point on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: The survey reasons cause the class to build the rotating

plan. The trap is Cause and effect switched.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to prove the cause by finding the survey in the

story.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may name the turning point as its own cause. Ask

them what happened first.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is cause and effect? Cause is what makes something

happen; effect is what follows.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about explaining how the rising action

causes the climax. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the story would lose if the class never ran the second

survey.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 11 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 3 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find the chart Tessa draws. Read what she proposes right after

it.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 11 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 3 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 11 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 3 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is D.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Picking A because cookies really won the first survey, without

asking whether that vote caused the turning point.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 11 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 3 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is D. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 12 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 4 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning about the falling action. It is the part

of the plot that comes after the climax and leads to the

resolution.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a real STAAR question about the

events after the climax, and we will learn to spot choices that go

too far.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Plot slide deck for Cluster 2 Module 4 . a class

or student copy of "Mother Holle*" . the student tracking sheet . pencils . *

In order to strengthen the study of PLOT, we are using classic literature in

this Triplet Slide Deck.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to tell the events that come after the big moment

in a favorite movie.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 12 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 4 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice where the falling

action begins.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The falling action starts right after the big moment. Look for the

very next event.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle back in the old world on the NOTICE

row.

ANSWER KEY: The gate closes and the girl is back near her mother's

house.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what happened just before the gate closed.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may point to the gold shower itself. That is the climax;

the falling action is what comes after it.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is the falling action the same as the ending? No. It is the events

that carry the story to the ending.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing where the falling

action begins. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the girl finds when she looks around her mother's

house.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 12 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 4 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose the event that

leads to the resolution.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“All three events really happen. Only one is part of the falling

action.”

▸Students choose privately, then find each event in the story with a partner.

ANSWER KEY: B. The girl returns through the gate, and her family

welcomes her home.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find the line where the family welcomes the

girl.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because it sounds nice. Nice is not the

same as in the text.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I know A goes too far? The story never says the gold

makes her happy forever.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting the falling action

event that leads to the resolution. Keep the demand at this

level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student which choice comes before the climax and how

they know.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 12 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 4 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the sentence that

proves the falling action.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Hunt for the sentence that shows the girl arriving home.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Students underline golden daughter's come

back on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: Cock-a-doodle-doo! Your golden daughter's come back to

you.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student who is speaking in the sentence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may choose the line about the meadow. The question

asks about the return home, not the start of the journey.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does the cock's call matter? Because it announces that

the girl is back home, safe and gold-covered.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about locating the sentence that

proves the return home. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the family does when the girl walks in.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 12 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 4 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can retell the falling action in

order.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Use first, next, and last so a listener can follow the falling

action.”

▸Students write three events in order on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: First the gate closes, next the family welcomes

her, last she tells her story and the sister tries her fortune.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their three events while the class checks

the order.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may include the apple tree. Stay with the events after

the gold shower.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Do I have to use the story's exact words? No. Use your own

words, but keep the order true.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about retelling the falling action in order.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student which event in their retelling starts the sister's

part.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 12 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 4 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can explain how the falling

action leads to the resolution.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“One event leads to the next. The sister's ending closes the

story.”

▸Students write the chain of events and the word so or because on the

DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: The girl's story sends the sister, the sister is lazy, so she

gets pitch, and that is how the story resolves.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to prove the sister's ending with a line from the

story.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the sister gets gold too. The story gives her

pitch, not gold.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does the sister get pitch? Because she refuses to help

and serves badly, so Mother Holle is displeased.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about explaining how the falling

action leads to the resolution. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what would change if the girl never told her story.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 12 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 4 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find the shower of gold first. Then read the very next

sentence.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 12 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 4 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 12 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 4 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is A.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing B because it sounds happy, without checking that

the story never says the gold makes her happy forever.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 12 of 36 · Cluster 2 · Module 4 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is A. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 13 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 1 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning about the rising action in a play. A

Voice of Their Own shows how colonists begin to question the

laws made far away.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a real STAAR question about the

rising action, and we will learn to spot answers that are out of

order.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Plot slide deck for Cluster 3 Module 1 . a class

or student copy of "A Voice of Their Own" . the student tracking sheet .

pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what Thomas learns from Mr. Harris about

Virginia.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 13 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 1 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice how a play

begins.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Every play starts somewhere. Listen for the first facts the

narrator gives.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle far away in Great Britain on the

NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: The laws were made far away in Great Britain.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student where the colonists' laws were made.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may start with Thomas's question. The narrator

speaks first.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does the narrator speak first? To tell us the setting before

Thomas talks.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing the beginning of a

play. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what Thomas wonders about the laws.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 13 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 1 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose an event from

the rising action.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The rising action comes before the turning point. Check where

each event sits.”

▸Students choose privately, then put the three events in play order with a

partner.

ANSWER KEY: A. Thomas learns that people in Virginia choose

representatives.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student which choice happens at the very end of the play.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick the ending line because it really happens. It

comes after the rising action.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How can a true event be the wrong answer? Because it

happens at a different time in the play.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about choosing an event from the

rising action. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what Thomas learns from Mr. Harris about

Virginia.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 13 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 1 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the line that proves

Thomas's idea.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Find the line where Thomas says how he feels.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Students underline better than having no say.

ANSWER KEY: That sounds better than having no say at all.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what Thomas thinks about self-government.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may choose a narrator line about the setting. The

question asks what Thomas thinks.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why is this the best line? Because Thomas says in his own

words that a voice is better.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about locating the line that shows

Thomas's idea. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what Thomas compares having a voice to.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 13 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 1 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can retell the rising action.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Use first and next so a listener can follow the rising action.”

▸Students write two rising action events in order on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: Thomas questions the laws, then he learns

about Virginia's representatives.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their two events while the class checks

the order.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may use the final line of the play. Stay with events

before the turning point.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Do I have to use the exact words from the play? No. Keep the

order true.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about retelling the rising action of a play.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which event in their retelling builds the most.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 13 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 1 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can explain how one event

leads to the next.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The rising action moves the plot. Ask how one event leads to

the next.”

▸Students write how the Virginia news leads to Thomas's firm idea on the

DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: The news about Virginia leads to Thomas's idea that

colonists should help make the laws.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find the line where Mr. Harris states the belief.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say Thomas understood from the start. The talk

with Mr. Harris changes his thinking.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does the news about Virginia matter? Because it gives

Thomas a real example of a voice.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about explaining how the rising action

builds to the turning point. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what would change if Thomas never asked his first

question.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 13 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 1 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find the part of the play before the turning point. The rising

action is right there.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 13 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 1 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 13 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 1 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is C.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing B because Mr. Harris really does say that line,

without checking where in the play it comes.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 13 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 1 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is C. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 14 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 2 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning about the climax of a play. The

climax is the turning point where the main idea is stated.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a real STAAR question about the

climax, and we will learn to spot answers from the wrong part of

the story.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Plot slide deck for Cluster 3 Module 2 . a class

or student copy of "A Voice of Their Own" . the student tracking sheet .

pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to tell what Mr. Harris says at the climax.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 14 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 2 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice how a play

begins.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Every play starts somewhere. Listen for the first facts the

narrator gives.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle far away in Great Britain on the

NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: The laws were made far away in Great Britain.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what Thomas questions at the start of the play.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may start with the climax. The play begins with the

setting.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is the opening part of the plot? Yes, it is the beginning that

leads to the conflict.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing the beginning of the

play. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the narrator's first line tells a reader.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 14 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 2 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose the climax of a

play.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The climax is the turning point. Check where each event sits in

the play.”

▸Students choose privately, then find each event in the play with a partner.

ANSWER KEY: C. Mr. Harris says colonists should have a part in making

the laws.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student which choice is the turning point.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because Thomas's question is important.

It starts the rising action, not the climax.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why is Mr. Harris's line the climax? Because it is the moment

the main idea is stated clearly.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about choosing the climax of the

play. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what happens right after Mr. Harris states the

idea.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 14 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 2 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the line that proves a

change.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Find the line where Thomas shows he has changed.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Students underline now I do.

ANSWER KEY: I didn't understand before, but now I do.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what Mr. Harris says right before this line.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may choose a narrator line about the setting. The

question asks about Thomas's change.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does this line prove the change? Because Thomas says

he understands now.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about locating the line that proves a

change. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what Thomas now understands about self-government.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 14 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 2 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can retell the climax of the play.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Put the climax after the events that build to it.”

▸Students write the climax and one rising action event on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: Colonists think differently, then Mr. Harris states

the main idea.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their climax while the class checks the

order.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write the opening question as the climax. The

turning point comes later.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does the climax have to be the most exciting line? No, it is the

turning point of the idea.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about retelling the climax and what leads

to it. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student which event makes the climax happen.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 14 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 2 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can explain how the climax

leads to the ending.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The climax makes something change. Ask what change it

starts.”

▸Students write how the climax leads to the ending on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: The climax changes Thomas, and the idea keeps

spreading to the ending.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to prove the connection by finding Mr. Harris's

warning line.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may stop at the climax. The question asks what it

leads to.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does the ending follow from the climax? Because once

people start thinking that way, it is hard to go back.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about explaining how the climax

leads to the resolution. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what would change in the play if Mr. Harris never stated the

idea.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 14 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 2 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find the line where Mr. Harris states the main idea firmly. That is

the turning point.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 14 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 2 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 14 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 2 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is D.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Picking A because Thomas's question is important, without

checking that it comes in the rising action, not the climax.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 14 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 2 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is D. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 15 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 3 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning how dialogue moves the plot of a

play. In A Voice of Their Own, the talk about new laws makes the

conflict grow.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice a real STAAR question about why

lines matter to the plot, and we will learn to spot answers that

are small details.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Plot slide deck for Cluster 3 Module 3 . a class

or student copy of "A Voice of Their Own" . the student tracking sheet .

pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what the customers were discussing in the shop.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 15 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 3 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice how a play

begins.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Every play starts somewhere. Listen for the first facts the

narrator gives.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle began to wonder on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Some colonists began to wonder if there could be a better

way.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what the narrator tells us first.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may start with the new laws talk. The narrator's

opening comes first.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does the narrator speak first? To set the scene before the

characters talk.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing the opening of a

play. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what Thomas wonders about the laws.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 15 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 3 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose why dialogue

matters to the plot.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Dialogue can move the plot. Ask what the talk makes happen.”

▸Students choose privately, then find the new laws talk with a partner.

ANSWER KEY: A. The lines show that the new laws worry many

colonists.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student which choice is a small stage detail.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick B because the wagon really appears. It is a

setting detail, not the plot.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I know a detail is not the plot? It happens, but nothing

changes because of it.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about choosing why dialogue

matters to the plot. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what the customers were discussing.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 15 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 3 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the line that proves

an idea.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Find the line that says why people start paying attention.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Students underline until a new law changes.

ANSWER KEY: Sometimes people don't think about government until a

new law changes their daily lives.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student who says this line.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may choose a line about the wagon. The question

asks why people pay attention.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why is this the best line? Because it tells when people start to

care about government.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about locating the line that supports

an idea. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the new law changes for the shop owners.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 15 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 3 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can retell how dialogue moves

the plot.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Ask what each line makes happen next.”

▸Students write two dialogue lines and their effects on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: The talk about new laws makes Thomas start

asking questions.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their lines while the class checks the

effects.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write stage directions. The question asks for

dialogue lines.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does a narrator line count as dialogue? No, dialogue is what

the characters say.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about retelling how dialogue moves the

plot. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which line in their retelling changes Thomas the most.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 15 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 3 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can explain how dialogue

leads to a new idea.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The talk changes what Thomas wants. Ask what it leads to.”

▸Students write how the talk leads to Thomas's wish on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: The new laws talk leads Thomas to want someone nearby

to speak for him.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to prove the connection by finding Thomas's

wish line.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the talk is just background. It changes what

Thomas wants.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does the wish matter? Because it shows the conflict

growing in Thomas.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about explaining how dialogue leads

to a new idea. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what would change if the customers never talked about the

laws.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 15 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 3 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Look for the talk about the new laws. That dialogue moves the

plot.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 15 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 3 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 15 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 3 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is C.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Picking A because Thomas really does step aside, without

checking that it is a small detail that does not move the plot.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 15 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 3 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is C. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 16 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 4 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning about the resolution of a play. In A

Voice of Their Own, the conflict ends when colonists believe

people should help make the laws.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice the STAAR question How is the

conflict resolved at the end of the play, and we will learn to spot

answers that name the wrong character.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Plot slide deck for Cluster 3 Module 4 . a class

or student copy of "A Voice of Their Own" . the student tracking sheet .

pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student who explains what self-government means to

Thomas.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 16 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 4 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice the conflict at the

start of a play.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Every play starts somewhere. Listen for the first sign of

trouble.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle began to ask questions on the NOTICE

row.

ANSWER KEY: Some colonists began to ask questions about the laws.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what the colonists begin to do over time.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may point to the scene directions instead. The

conflict is in what the narrator says.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why is asking questions a conflict? Because it starts the

colonists wondering who should make the laws.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing the conflict in a play.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the colonists wonder about the laws.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 16 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 4 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose how a conflict is

resolved.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The play ends with a new belief. Ask what the colonists come to

believe.”

▸Students choose privately, then find Thomas's words about

representatives with a partner.

ANSWER KEY: B. The colonists come to believe representatives give

people a voice.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student which choice names the wrong speaker.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because the customer does visit the

shop. Visiting is not explaining self-government.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I find the resolution? Look at the end of the play and

see how the conflict ends.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about choosing how a conflict is

resolved. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what Thomas says self-government means.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 16 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 4 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the line that proves

the resolution.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Find the line that says who should make the laws.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Students underline should have a part on the

SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: If we live here and follow these laws, we should have a

part in making them.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student who says this line.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may choose a line about the wagon. The question

asks about making the laws.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why is this the strongest line? Because it says plainly that

colonists should help make the laws.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about locating the line that proves the

resolution. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what Mr. Harris means by having a part in the laws.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 16 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 4 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can retell what Thomas

understands.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The resolution includes Thomas's new understanding. Ask

what he learns.”

▸Students write Thomas's new understanding on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: Thomas understands that representatives

speak for the people and make decisions closer to home.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their answer while the class checks it

against Scene 7.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write only what Mr. Harris says. The question

asks what Thomas understands.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does Thomas have to agree with everyone? No, he says

people can disagree and still work together.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about retelling the resolution of a play.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what Thomas would tell a friend about self-government.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 16 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 4 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can explain how the talk

leads to a new idea.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“One idea leads to another. Ask what the talk makes Thomas

see.”

▸Students write how the talk leads to Thomas's idea on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: The talk about laws leads Thomas to see that laws affect

everyone, so people should have a voice.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to prove the connection by finding Thomas's line.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the talk is just background. It changes what

Thomas believes.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does Thomas's idea matter? Because it is the resolution

of the play's conflict.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about explaining how talk leads to a

new understanding. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what would change if Thomas never heard Mr. Harris's

ideas.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 16 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 4 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Look for the line where Mr. Harris says colonists should have a

part in the laws.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 16 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 4 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 16 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 4 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is A.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing B because the neighbor really does talk about

people's voices, without checking that Mr. Harris explains how

representatives work.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 16 of 36 · Cluster 3 · Module 4 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is A. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 17 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 1 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning about the rising action of a story. In

The Garden That Wouldn't Grow, the trouble builds as Kendrix

waters the plants too much.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice the STAAR question Which event

happens right before, and we will learn to spot answers that are

out of order.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Plot slide deck for Cluster 4 Module 1 . a class

or student copy of "The Garden That Wouldn't Grow" . the student

tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what Kendrix does right after she thinks the

plants need more water.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Plot RPLD Deck · Cluster 4 · Module 1 · Teacher Script · 1



TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 17 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 1 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice the problem at the

start of a story.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Every story starts somewhere. Listen for the first sign of

trouble.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle appeared weak on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: After two weeks, the plants appeared weak.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what Kendrix sees in the garden.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may start with the spring planting. The question asks

what she notices later.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do the weak plants matter? Because they start the rising

action.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing the problem in a

story. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what Kendrix thinks the plants need.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 17 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 1 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose the event that

comes right before another.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“All three choices name real-sounding events. Only one comes

right before the worsening.”

▸Students choose privately, then put the three events in order with a partner.

ANSWER KEY: C. Kendrix watered each plant much more than usual.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student which choice happens last in the story.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because the plants really do recover.

Recovering happens later, not before.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

If two events both really happen, how do I pick? Find each one

and see which comes first.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about choosing the event that

comes right before. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what Kendrix does right after she waters the plants.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 17 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 1 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the sentence that

proves the trouble.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Find the sentence that shows the change after the watering.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Students underline instead of improving on the

SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: Instead of improving, the garden's condition worsened.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what the sentence says about the garden.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may choose the sentence about pale leaves. The

question asks about what happened after the watering.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why is this the best sentence? Because it tells what changed

after Kendrix watered.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about locating the sentence that

shows the trouble. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the worsening tells Kendrix about her idea.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 17 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 1 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can retell the rising action.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Ask what each action causes next.”

▸Students write what Kendrix does and what it causes on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: Kendrix waters too much, and the garden gets

worse.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their retelling while the class checks the

order.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may skip what happens because of the watering. The

question asks for cause and effect.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does the rising action have to be long? No, it just builds the

problem step by step.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about retelling the rising action. Keep the

demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what Kendrix's mistake teaches her.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Plot RPLD Deck · Cluster 4 · Module 1 · Teacher Script · 5



TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 17 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 1 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can explain how one event

leads to another.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“One event causes the next. Ask what the wet soil does to the

roots.”

▸Students write the cause and effect on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Too much water keeps air from the roots, so the plants

keep getting worse.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to prove the connection by finding the sentence

about air.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the plants were weak all along. The extra

water made the problem worse.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does air matter to roots? Because roots need air to work,

and wet soil blocks it.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about explaining how watering

causes the worsening. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what would happen if Kendrix watered less from the start.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 17 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 1 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find the moment when the garden worsened. Then read the

sentence just before it.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 17 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 1 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Plot RPLD Deck · Cluster 4 · Module 1 · Teacher Script · 8



TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 17 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 1 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is D.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because the plants really do recover, without

checking when the recovery happens.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 17 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 1 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is D. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 18 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 2 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning why the climax matters. The climax

is the turning point where the story starts to change direction.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice the STAAR question Why is the event

in paragraph 1 the climax of the story, and we will learn to spot

answers that give the wrong motive.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Plot slide deck for Cluster 4 Module 2 . a class

or student copy of "The Garden That Wouldn't Grow" . the student

tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the moment when Kendrix understands

what caused the problem.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 18 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 2 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice how the story

starts.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Every story starts somewhere. Listen for what the gardeners

do first.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle pulled weeds on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: They pulled weeds, loosened the soil, and mixed in

compost.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what Kendrix and her grandmother do first.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may start with the weak plants. The question asks

what happens before the planting.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does the careful start matter? Because it shows the

trouble is not from laziness.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing how a story starts.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the compost is for.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 18 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 2 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose why a moment is

the climax.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A turning point changes the story. Ask what Kendrix finally

sees.”

▸Students choose privately, then find the realization sentence with a partner.

ANSWER KEY: B. It is the turning point where Kendrix sees what caused

the problem.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student which choice names the wrong reason for

watering.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because Kendrix really does water the

plants. The reason is wrong, not the action.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What makes a moment a turning point? It is the moment the

story starts moving toward the fix.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about choosing why a moment is

the climax. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what changes in the story right after Kendrix realizes the

problem.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 18 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 2 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the sentence that

proves the problem.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Find the sentence that shows what the extra water did.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Students underline overly wet and muddy on

the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: The soil became overly wet and muddy, and many of the

leaves started to turn yellow.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what the sentence says about the soil.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may choose the sentence about compost. The

question asks about the damage from water.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why is this the best sentence? Because it shows the water's

effect on the garden.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about locating the sentence that

proves the problem. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the yellow leaves tell Kendrix.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 18 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 2 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can retell the climax in my own

words.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The climax is the moment everything turns. Ask what Kendrix

understands.”

▸Students write the climax on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: Kendrix realizes her watering caused the

problem, and that changes the story.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their climax while the class checks the

turning point.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write only what the grandmother says. The

question asks what Kendrix realizes.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can the climax be a quiet moment? Yes, realizing the truth can

change a story.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about retelling the climax. Keep the

demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the story would lose without the realization.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 18 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 2 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can explain how the climax

leads to the ending.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The turning point starts the fix. Ask what Kendrix changes.”

▸Students write how the realization leads to recovery on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: The realization makes Kendrix change her care, so the

plants recover.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to prove the connection by finding the recovery

sentence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the plants recovered on their own. Kendrix

had to change what she was doing.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why is the recovery the resolution? Because the conflict is

over once the plants are healthy.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about explaining how the climax

leads to the resolution. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what Kendrix would still be doing if she never realized the

problem.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 18 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 2 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find the line where Kendrix realizes her actions changed the

soil. That is the turning point.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 18 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 2 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 18 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 2 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is A.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing B because Kendrix really does water the plants,

without checking the reason the story gives for her watering.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 18 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 2 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is A. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 19 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 3 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning about the falling action. The falling

action is the part after the climax where the story starts to settle

and change.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice the STAAR question How do things

change during the falling action, and we will learn to spot

answers that switch cause and effect.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Plot slide deck for Cluster 4 Module 3 . a class

or student copy of "The Garden That Wouldn't Grow" . the student

tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to tell one change that happens in the falling

action.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 19 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 3 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice the change in the

falling action.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The falling action comes after the turning point. Listen for the

change.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle began to recover on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Within several days, the plants began to recover.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what the plants do within several days.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may look at the part where Kendrix waters too much.

The falling action comes after that.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is the falling action the very end of the story? Not yet. The

resolution comes after it.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing the change in the

falling action. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the plants look like when they recover.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 19 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 3 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose what changes in

the falling action.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“All three choices are in the story. Only one tells what changes

during the falling action.”

▸Students choose privately, then find each choice in the story with a partner.

ANSWER KEY: C. The plants recover and the stems stand upright again.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find the sentence that shows the stems

standing upright.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because the leaves really do turn yellow.

That happens before the falling action.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What tells me a change is in the falling action? It comes after

the turning point and moves the story toward the ending.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about choosing what changes in

the falling action. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which choice shows the change happening in the falling

action and how they know.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 19 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 3 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the sentence that

proves the change.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Find the sentence that shows the soil getting better for the

roots.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Students underline puddles disappeared on the

SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: The puddles disappeared, and the roots had a better

chance to get the air they needed.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what disappeared from the garden.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may choose the sentence about Kendrix watering.

The question asks about the change that helps the roots.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does the drying soil matter? Because the roots need air

spaces in the soil to work.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about locating the sentence that

shows the change. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the puddles disappearing means for the plants.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 19 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 3 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can retell the falling action in my

own words.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Use your own words, but keep the change true to the story.”

▸Students write the falling action on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: Kendrix waters less, the soil dries, and the

plants grow stronger.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their falling action while the class checks

the change.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may retell the climax instead. The falling action is

what comes after the turning point.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can the falling action be short? Yes, it can last only a few

sentences before the resolution.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about retelling the falling action. Keep the

demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the story would lose if the falling action were missing.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 19 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 3 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can explain how the change

leads to the recovery.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“One change leads to the next. Ask what the drier soil lets the

roots do.”

▸Students write how the new approach leads to recovery on the DEFEND

row.

ANSWER KEY: Watering less lets the soil dry, so the roots get air and the

plants recover.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to prove the connection by finding the waiting

sentence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the plants recovered all by themselves.

Kendrix had to change what she was doing.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does the waiting matter? Because watering while the soil

is damp would keep the roots from getting air.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about explaining how the change

leads to the recovery. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what would happen if Kendrix kept watering the soaked

soil.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 19 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 3 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find the part after Kendrix understands the problem. That is

where the falling action begins.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 19 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 3 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 19 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 3 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is B.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing D because the plants really do recover, without

checking what the story says caused the recovery.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 19 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 3 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is B. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Plot RPLD Deck · Cluster 4 · Module 3 · Teacher Script · 10



TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 20 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 4 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning to prove the resolution. The

resolution is the ending, where the problem is settled.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice the STAAR question Which sentence

best shows the resolution of the story, and we will learn to spot

answers from the wrong part of the story.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Plot slide deck for Cluster 4 Module 4 . a class

or student copy of "The Garden That Wouldn't Grow" . the student

tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to tell how the garden looks at the end of the

story.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 20 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 4 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice how the story

ends.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The resolution is the ending. Listen for where the story settles.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle remembered how worried on the

NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Kendrix remembered how worried she had been earlier in

the season.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what Kendrix remembers as they work.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may point to the weak plants. The resolution comes

after the problem is solved.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is the resolution the same as the climax? No, the climax is the

turning point and the resolution is the ending.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing where the resolution

begins. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the harvest tells the reader about the garden.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 20 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 4 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose the sentence

that shows the resolution.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The resolution shows the ending. Ask where the garden ends

up.”

▸Students choose privately, then find the harvest sentence with a partner.

ANSWER KEY: A. Kendrix and her grandmother pick the vegetables they

grew.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student which choice names the heavy watering.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick B because Kendrix really does water a lot.

That happens in the rising action, not the ending.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I know a sentence shows the resolution? It comes near

the end and shows the problem settled.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about choosing the sentence that

shows the resolution. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the picking of vegetables tells the reader about the

problem.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 20 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 4 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the sentence that

proves the conflict is over.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Find the sentence that shows the garden back to healthy.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Students underline healthy garden now on the

SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: Looking at the healthy garden now, it was difficult to

believe that many of the plants had once looked close to dying.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what the sentence says about the garden now.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may choose the sentence about the muddy soil. The

question asks about the ending.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why is this the best sentence? Because it shows the problem

finished and the garden recovered.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about locating the sentence that

proves the conflict is over. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what it means that the plants once looked close to dying.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 20 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 4 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can retell the resolution in my

own words.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Use your own words, but keep the ending true to the story.”

▸Students write the resolution on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: The garden is healthy, the harvest is gathered,

and the problem is solved.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their resolution while the class checks the

ending.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may retell the middle of the story. The resolution is

the ending.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can the resolution include a lesson? Yes, many stories end

with the character understanding something.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about retelling the resolution. Keep the

demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what would be missing if the story stopped before the

harvest.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Plot RPLD Deck · Cluster 4 · Module 4 · Teacher Script · 5



TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 20 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 4 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can explain how the harvest

connects to the lesson.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The ending ties the story together. Ask what Kendrix

understands.”

▸Students write how the harvest connects to the lesson on the DEFEND

row.

ANSWER KEY: The healthy harvest shows the problem is solved, and the

balance lesson closes the story.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to prove the connection by finding the balance

sentence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the harvest just happens. Kendrix changed

her care, and that made the garden healthy.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does the balance sentence belong in the resolution?

Because it shows what Kendrix finally understands.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about explaining how the resolution

ties the story together. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how the ending would change if Kendrix never learned the

balance lesson.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 20 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 4 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find the part where the harvest begins. The sentences after

that show the resolution.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 20 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 4 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 20 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 4 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is A.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing B because Kendrix really does water the plants a lot,

without checking that this happens in the rising action, not the

ending.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 20 of 36 · Cluster 4 · Module 4 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is A. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 21 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 1 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning to summarize the plot line. A plot

summary lists the main events in the order they happen.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice the STAAR question Which list shows

the plot events in the order they happen, and we will learn to

spot lists that are out of order.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Plot slide deck for Cluster 5 Module 1 . a class

or student copy of "A Visit to the Workshop" . the student tracking sheet .

pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to retell the story of A Visit to the Workshop in

three events.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Plot RPLD Deck · Cluster 5 · Module 1 · Teacher Script · 1



TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 21 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 1 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice how the story

begins.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Every plot starts somewhere. Listen for the very first thing that

happens.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle walked toward on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: She held tightly to her brother's hand as they walked

toward the workshop.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what Zaylen does first.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may start with the glowing bulb. The walk happens

before Zaylen even enters the building.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does the walk matter? Because it is the first event, and the

rest of the plot follows it.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing the first events in a

plot. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the building filled with light tells the reader.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 21 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 1 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose the list in the

true order.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“All three lists use real events. Only one puts them in the true

order.”

▸Students choose privately, then find each event in the story with a partner.

ANSWER KEY: B. Zaylen walks to the workshop, the bulb glows, Edison

speaks.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student which event happens first in the story.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because the glow is exciting. Exciting is

not the same as first.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

If every event really happens, how do I pick? Find each event

and see which comes first.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting the list in the true

order. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which choice puts the walk home in the middle and why

that is wrong.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 21 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 1 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the sentence that

proves the glow.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Find the sentence that shows the light actually turning on.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Students underline steady, warm light on the

SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: The room filled with a steady, warm light.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what the room filled with.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may choose the sentence about the dark streets. The

question asks about the bulb lighting up.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why is this the best sentence? Because it shows the glowing

moment with the words steady, warm light.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about locating the sentence that

proves the glow. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how Zaylen reacts to the glowing bulb.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 21 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 1 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can retell the plot events in

order.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Use first, next, and last so a listener can follow the plot.”

▸Students write three events in order on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: First the walk, next the glow, last Zaylen leaving

knowing something is changing.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their events while the class checks the

order.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may list events from all over the story. Keep the

events in the order they happen.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Do I have to use the exact words from the story? No, use your

own words, but keep the order true.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about retelling plot events in order. Keep

the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which event in their retelling is the turning point and why.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 21 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 1 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can explain how the glow

leads to the ending.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Events in a plot connect. One thing happens, so the next thing

can happen.”

▸Students write how the glow leads to the change on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: The glow makes Zaylen imagine steady light, so she

knows something is changing.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to prove the connection by finding the imagining

sentence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say Zaylen knows things will change before she

sees the bulb. The glow comes first.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does the order matter? Because one event causes the

next one to happen.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about explaining how events connect

in order. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what would change if Zaylen never saw the bulb glow.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 21 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 1 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find the walk to the workshop first. Then list each event in the

order it happens.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 21 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 1 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 21 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 1 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is D.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because the bulb glowing is the most exciting

event, without checking that the walk to the workshop comes

first.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 21 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 1 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is D. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 22 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 2 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning about the rising action and how a

character's choice adds to the conflict in A Visit to the

Workshop.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice the STAAR question How does the

main character's choice add to the conflict, and we will learn to

spot answers that give the wrong motive.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Plot slide deck for Cluster 5 Module 2 . a class

or student copy of "A Visit to the Workshop" . the student tracking sheet .

pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name Zaylen's choice and what it leads to.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 22 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 2 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice the first events of

the story.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Every plot starts somewhere. Listen for the very first thing that

happens.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle the year was 1880 on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: The story opens in 1880 with Zaylen and her brother

walking through dark streets.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the first event of the plot.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may begin with the bulb glowing. The walk through

the dark streets happens before the workshop is even reached.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does the dark street matter? Because it shows why the

workshop's light stands out.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing the first events in a

plot. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask why Zaylen holds her brother's hand.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 22 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 2 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose how a choice

adds to the conflict.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“All three answers are about Zaylen. Only one matches what the

text really shows.”

▸Students choose privately, then find the question in the story with a partner.

ANSWER KEY: C. Zaylen's question about failing shows the problem is

still unsolved.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read the sentence where Zaylen asks her

question.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick B because Zaylen really does ask. A real

action can still have the wrong motive.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

If the action really happens, how do I know the motive is

wrong? The story never says she wants him to stop, so I

cannot add that reason.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting how a choice adds

to the conflict. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what the story says about why Zaylen asks her

question.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Plot RPLD Deck · Cluster 5 · Module 2 · Teacher Script · 3



TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 22 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 2 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the sentence that

proves a claim.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Hunt for the sentence that shows Edison still working.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Students underline prepare another test on the

SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: Then he told the group to prepare another test.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read the sentence that shows Edison ordering

another test.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may choose the line about the glowing bulb. The

question asks for proof that Edison keeps working.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What word shows Edison is not done? The word another in

another test tells us he keeps going.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about locating the sentence that

proves a claim. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what Edison does right after he tells the group to prepare

another test.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 22 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 2 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write about a character's

choice in the rising action.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Use the story to back up your answer. What does Zaylen's

question bring out?”

▸Students write two sentences on the OWN row, one for the choice and one

for what it shows.

ANSWER KEY: Example: Zaylen asks about the failures, and her

question shows the conflict is still unsolved.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their answer while the class listens for the

word conflict.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write only about Edison. Keep the focus on

Zaylen's choice.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can I say the story ends before the light is perfect? Yes, if the

text supports it, because the truth matters.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about writing about a character's choice

in the rising action. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student which part of their answer shows the conflict.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 22 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 2 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can explain how a choice

leads to an understanding.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Connect Zaylen's question to what she comes to understand.”

▸Students write the connection and underline the sentence they used.

ANSWER KEY: Asking about the failures leads Zaylen to see how hard

the problem is.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name what Zaylen understands after her

question.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may name the trap right away. Start with the

connection and save the trap for the end.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does the order matter? Because the answer should

explain how the choice works in the plot.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about explaining how a choice leads

to an understanding. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what Zaylen would not understand if she never asked her

question.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 22 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 2 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find Zaylen's question in the story first. Then explain what it

brings out.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 22 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 2 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 22 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 2 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is A.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing D because Edison really does prepare another test,

without checking whose choice the question asks about.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 22 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 2 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is A. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 23 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 3 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning why a paragraph matters to the plot.

A paragraph can hold the climax, the turning point of the story.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice the STAAR question Why is

paragraph 1 important to the plot, and we will learn to tell a

setting detail from a real plot event.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Plot slide deck for Cluster 5 Module 3 . a class

or student copy of "A Visit to the Workshop" . the student tracking sheet .

pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to point to the paragraph that holds the climax of

A Visit to the Workshop.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 23 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 3 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice the first events of

the story.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Every plot starts somewhere. Listen for the very first thing that

happens.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle opened the door on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: The plot begins when Zaylen's brother opens the

workshop door.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the first event of the plot.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the story starts with the glow. The door

opens long before the bulb lights.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does the warm air matter? Because it shows the

workshop is alive with work.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing the first events in a

plot. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what Zaylen hears and smells once she is inside.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 23 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 3 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose why a paragraph

matters to the plot.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Paragraph 1 does many things. Only one reason names its

biggest job in the plot.”

▸Students choose privately, then find the climax sentence with a partner.

ANSWER KEY: A. It holds the climax, when the bright bulb came after

many dark ones.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find the climax sentence in paragraph 1.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick B because the smell really is there. A detail

can be true and still not drive the plot.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I know the climax is in paragraph 1? Because the

sentence about the bright bulb and the dark ones is inside it.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about choosing why a paragraph

matters. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what would be lost if paragraph 1 only described the

workshop.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 23 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 3 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the sentence that

proves a claim.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Find the sentence where Edison talks about failed tests.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Students underline teach us something on the

SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: But a failed test can still teach us something.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read the sentence where Edison talks about

failure.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may choose the sentence about the notebook. The

question asks about how Edison sees failures.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What does useful mean here? It means a failure can help the

workers decide what to try next.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about locating the sentence that

supports an idea. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how Edison says a failed test helps the workers.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 23 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 3 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write why a paragraph

matters to the plot.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Choose one paragraph and tell what it adds to the story.”

▸Students write one reason and underline the detail they used.

ANSWER KEY: Example: Paragraph 5 shows Zaylen believes in the

change because she saw the light herself.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the detail their paragraph uses.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write about the whole story. Stay with paragraph

5.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if I want to write about paragraph 1? Fine, but then your

reason must fit that paragraph.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about writing why a paragraph matters to

the plot. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what would be missing if paragraph 5 were not in the story.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Plot RPLD Deck · Cluster 5 · Module 3 · Teacher Script · 5



TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 23 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 3 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can explain how the climax

connects to the ending.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Connect the turning point to the way the story ends.”

▸Students write the connection and underline the sentence they used.

ANSWER KEY: The climax makes Zaylen trust the change, so the story

ends with another small step.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the sentence that holds the climax.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may jump to the trap name. Explain the connection

first.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does the climax matter to the ending? Because it changes

Zaylen's thinking, and the ending shows that change.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about explaining how the climax

leads to the ending. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what Zaylen would not believe if the climax never

happened.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 23 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 3 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Read paragraph 1 again. Find the moment Zaylen's

understanding changes.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 23 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 3 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 23 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 3 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is B.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because the smell really is in the story, without

asking whether it drives the plot.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Plot RPLD Deck · Cluster 5 · Module 3 · Teacher Script · 9



TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 23 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 3 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is B. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 24 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 4 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning what the resolution changes. The

resolution is how the story ends and how the main character is

different.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice the STAAR question How is the main

character different at the resolution, and we will learn to spot

answers that are not in the text.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Plot slide deck for Cluster 5 Module 4 . a class

or student copy of "A Visit to the Workshop" . the student tracking sheet .

pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to tell how Zaylen is different at the end of A Visit

to the Workshop.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 24 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 4 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice the first events of

the story.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Every plot starts somewhere. Listen for the very first thing that

happens.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle held tightly on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: The story begins with Zaylen holding her brother's hand

on the dark sidewalk.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the first event of the plot.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may start with the glowing bulb. The walk happens

before Zaylen even reaches the workshop.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does the sidewalk matter? Because it shows the night is

dark and the streets are rough.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing the first events in a

plot. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what Zaylen notices about the streets on the way.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 24 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 4 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose how the main

character is different.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The resolution shows a change. Only one answer names the

change the text really shows.”

▸Students choose privately, then find the ending sentence with a partner.

ANSWER KEY: C. At the end, Zaylen believes the streets will not stay

dark forever.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find the sentence where Zaylen believes in the

change.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because Zaylen was unsure at the start.

The resolution shows she has changed.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

If Zaylen was unsure at the start, how can A be wrong?

Because the question asks about the end, not the start.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about choosing the change at the

resolution. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what Zaylen pictures once she can imagine

electric light.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Plot RPLD Deck · Cluster 5 · Module 4 · Teacher Script · 3



TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 24 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 4 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the sentence that

proves a claim.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Hunt for the sentence that holds both the before and the after.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Students underline unsure and could imagine

on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: She had been unsure when she first entered the

workshop, but now she could imagine how electric light might change

daily life.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read the sentence that shows Zaylen's

change.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may choose the sentence about the dark streets. The

question asks for proof of Zaylen's change.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What makes this sentence the best proof? Because it shows

the start and the end of her change in one line.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about locating the sentence that

proves the change. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what Zaylen could imagine that she could not imagine at

the start.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 24 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 4 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write how the main character

changes.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Tell how Zaylen is different. What changed inside her?”

▸Students write two sentences: one about the start and one about the end.

ANSWER KEY: Example: Zaylen starts unsure and ends believing the

streets will glow.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their answer while the class checks the

ending.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write about Edison's work. The question asks

about Zaylen.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why use the words no longer? Because they show the change

from impossible to possible.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about writing about the change at the

resolution. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what Zaylen would say if she talked to her family about the

visit.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 24 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 4 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can explain how events lead

to a change.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Connect what Zaylen sees to what she comes to believe.”

▸Students write the connection and underline the sentence they used.

ANSWER KEY: Seeing the light and the failures makes Zaylen believe the

streets will glow one day.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the two things Zaylen sees that lead to

her belief.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only say what the trap is. Show how the change

happens first.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I say the connection first? Because the answer should

explain how the change happens.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about explaining what leads to the

change. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what Zaylen would believe if she had never seen the bulb.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 24 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 4 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Read the end of the story again. Find the sentence that shows

Zaylen's change.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 24 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 4 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Plot RPLD Deck · Cluster 5 · Module 4 · Teacher Script · 8



TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 24 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 4 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is A.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing C because the idea really does seem impossible

earlier, without checking how she feels at the resolution.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 24 of 36 · Cluster 5 · Module 4 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is A. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 25 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 1 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning about the climax. The climax is the

turning point of a story, the moment when things change for the

main character.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice the STAAR question Which event is

the turning point of the story, and we will learn to spot answers

from the wrong part of the story.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Plot slide deck for Cluster 6 Module 1 . a class

or student copy of "A Gift that Welcomed Millions" . the student tracking

sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to tell which event is the turning point of A Gift

that Welcomed Millions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 25 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 1 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice the first events of

the story.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Every plot starts somewhere. Listen for the very first thing that

happens.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle stood on the deck on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: The story opens with Rosa on the deck as the ship enters

New York Harbor.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the first event of the plot.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may start with the statue. Rosa sees the statue after

the ship is already in the harbor.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does the harbor matter? Because the family has arrived

after weeks of travel, and that is where the plot starts.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing the first events in a

plot. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what Rosa's family hopes to find in the United States.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 25 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 1 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose the event that

turns the plot.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“All three events really happen. Only one is the moment the plot

turns.”

▸Students choose privately, then find the torch line with a partner.

ANSWER KEY: B. Rosa notices the torch and learns it stands for hope

and freedom.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find the sentence where Rosa sees the torch.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because seeing the statue is exciting.

Exciting is not the same as the turning point.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I know the torch moment is the turning point? Because

after it, Rosa understands why the family made the journey.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about choosing the climax of the

story. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what Rosa learns right after she notices the torch.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 25 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 1 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the sentence that

proves the turning point.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Hunt for the sentence where Rosa learns what the statue

means.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Students underline hope and freedom on the

SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: Her father explained that the torch stood for hope and

freedom.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read the sentence that shows the turning

point.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may choose the sentence about the tablet. The

question asks for proof of the turning point.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why is this the best proof? Because it is the line where Rosa

learns the statue stands for hope and freedom.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about locating the sentence that

proves the turning point. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the torch stood for, according to Rosa's father.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 25 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 1 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write what comes after the

climax.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“After the turning point, the story begins to slow down. What

happens next?”

▸Students write two sentences about what happens after the turning point.

ANSWER KEY: Example: After the torch moment, the family reaches Ellis

Island and waits to be inspected.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their answer while the class checks the

order.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write about the turning point again. The task

asks what happens after it.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does the story end at Ellis Island? No, the story ends years

later when Rosa thinks about the morning.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about writing about the falling action.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how Rosa's family felt as they waited at Ellis Island.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 25 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 1 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can explain how events

connect across the plot.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Connect the turning point to the ending. Why did that morning

stay with Rosa?”

▸Students write the connection and underline the sentence they used.

ANSWER KEY: Seeing the torch and learning its meaning is why Rosa

still thinks about that morning years later.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the event that Rosa remembers years

later.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only name the trap. Show the connection

between the events first.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I say the connection first? Because the answer should

explain how the events link.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about explaining how the turning

point leads to the ending. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what Rosa would remember if she had never seen the

torch.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 25 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 1 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find the torch in the story first. Then ask what changes for

Rosa at that moment.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Plot RPLD Deck · Cluster 6 · Module 1 · Teacher Script · 7



TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 25 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 1 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 25 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 1 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is C.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because seeing the statue is a big moment,

without checking whether it is the moment the plot turns.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 25 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 1 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is C. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 26 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 2 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning about conflict and rising action. The

conflict is the main problem, and the rising action is where it

grows.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice the STAAR question How does the

conflict grow during the rising action, and we will learn to spot

answers that give an action to the wrong character.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Plot slide deck for Cluster 6 Module 2 . a class

or student copy of "A Gift that Welcomed Millions" . the student tracking

sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to tell what the family worries about at Ellis

Island.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 26 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 2 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice the first events of

the story.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Every plot starts somewhere. Listen for what the family is

hoping for.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle traveled for weeks on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: The story opens with the family coming from Italy to start

a new life.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name where the family is coming from.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may start with the statue. The travel happens before

the ship reaches the harbor.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does the journey matter? Because it tells us the family is

leaving everything behind.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing the first events in a

plot. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the family hopes to find in the United States.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 26 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 2 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose how the conflict

grows.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“All three answers use real events. Only one gives each event to

the right person.”

▸Students choose privately, then find the worry line with a partner.

ANSWER KEY: C. Rosa worries that she might say something wrong.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find the sentence where Rosa worries.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because a mother could worry. The story

says Rosa is the one who worries.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I know who worries? The story says Rosa worried that

she might say something wrong.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about choosing how the conflict

grows. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what Rosa's father does when she worries.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 26 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 2 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the sentence that

proves the conflict.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Hunt for the sentence that names the problem.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Students underline no one knew on the SHOW

row.

ANSWER KEY: The family had heard stories about the inspections, and

no one knew what would happen.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read the sentence that shows the conflict.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may choose the line about the torch. The question

asks for the family's problem.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is the conflict in this sentence? The family does not know

what will happen at the inspections.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about locating the sentence that

proves the conflict. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how the family feels when no one knows what will happen.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 26 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 2 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write details that show the

conflict growing.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Use the story's details. What made the waiting harder?”

▸Students write two details from the inspection on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: The lines moved slowly, and Rosa worried

about her answers.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their details while the class checks the

story.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write about the voyage. The task asks about the

inspection at Ellis Island.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Do the details have to be exciting? No, they just need to show

the problem growing.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about writing about the rising action.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which detail made Rosa worry the most and why.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 26 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 2 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can explain how events

connect in the rising action.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Connect Rosa's answers to what happens next.”

▸Students write the connection and underline the sentence they used.

ANSWER KEY: Rosa answers the questions, so the family is allowed to

leave.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the questions Rosa answered.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only name the trap. Show the connection

between the events first.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does the connection come first? Because the answer

should explain how the events link.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about explaining how events connect

in the rising action. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what might have happened if Rosa had said something

wrong.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 26 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 2 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find the inspection lines in the story. Then ask what makes the

problem grow.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 26 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 2 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 26 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 2 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is D.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing A because a mother would worry during an

inspection, without checking who the story says worried.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Plot RPLD Deck · Cluster 6 · Module 2 · Teacher Script · 9



TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 26 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 2 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is D. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 27 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 3 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning about the falling action. The falling

action is what happens as a result of the climax, as the story

begins to settle.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice the STAAR question What happens

as a result of the climax, and we will learn to spot answers that

switch cause and effect.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Plot slide deck for Cluster 6 Module 3 . a class

or student copy of "A Gift that Welcomed Millions" . the student tracking

sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to tell what happens right after the official stamps

the papers.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 27 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 3 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice the first big event

of the story.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Every plot starts somewhere. Listen for the first big moment.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle hurried to the rail on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: The passengers rush to the rail when they first see the

statue.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name what the passengers point at.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may start with the stamp at Ellis Island. The statue

comes into view long before the inspection.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do the passengers hurry? Because they want to see the

statue as the ship moves closer.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing the first big event in

a plot. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how Rosa feels when she first sees the statue.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 27 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 3 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose what happens

after the climax.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Only one answer keeps the order the story really shows.”

▸Students choose privately, then find the ferry line with a partner.

ANSWER KEY: A. The family is allowed to enter, so they take a ferry into

the city.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find the sentence where the family steps onto

the ferry.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick B because the ferry really happens. The

question asks for the result, not the cause.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I know the stamp comes first? The story says the

official stamps the papers, and then the family leaves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about choosing the falling action.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask where the ferry takes the family.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 27 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 3 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the sentence that

proves the climax.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Hunt for the sentence where the waiting ends.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Students underline marked them with a stamp

on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: Finally, an official checked their papers and marked them

with a stamp.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read the sentence that shows the climax.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may choose the sentence about the ferry. The

question asks for the turning point itself.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why is the stamp the climax? Because after it, everything

changes for the family.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about locating the sentence that

proves the climax. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the official does right before he stamps the papers.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 27 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 3 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can write what happens after the

climax.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“After the climax, the story starts to settle. What does the family

do next?”

▸Students write two events from the ferry ride and the arrival on the OWN

row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: The family rides the ferry to the city and sees

the tall buildings.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their events while the class checks the

story.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write about the inspection. The task asks what

happens after the climax.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is the falling action the very end? No, it is the part where the

story winds down.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about writing about the falling action.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how the city looks to Rosa from the water.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 27 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 3 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can explain how the climax

leads to what comes next.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Connect the climax to the new life. What did the stamp make

possible?”

▸Students write the connection and underline the sentence they used.

ANSWER KEY: The stamp lets the family in, so they begin their new life in

the small apartment.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name one thing the family does after they

enter.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only name the trap. Show how the climax leads

to the new life first.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does the connection come first? Because the answer

should explain how the events link.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about explaining how the climax

leads to the resolution. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how Rosa's new life would be different if the family had not

been allowed to enter.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 27 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 3 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find the stamp in the story first. Then read what the family does

right after it.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 27 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 3 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 27 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 3 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is B.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing C because the city is crowded in the story, without

checking whether the family leaves.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 27 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 3 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is B. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 28 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 4 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning about the climax, the single moment

in a plot that decides everything.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice spotting the real climax in a true

STAAR passage, and we will learn to catch traps that name the

wrong plot element.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Plot slide deck for Cluster 6 Module 4 . a class

or student copy of "A Gift that Welcomed Millions" . the student tracking

sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the climax of a movie they have seen.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 28 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 4 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice an early event in

the story.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Every plot builds toward its biggest moment. Listen for events

that come before it.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle hurried to the rail on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: The passengers rush to the rail to see the Statue of

Liberty for the first time.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what the passengers are looking at when they

rush to the rail.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think the statue itself is the climax. Seeing the

statue is exciting, but it happens before the biggest moment.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is the most exciting part always the climax? Not always. The

climax is the part that decides what happens to the family.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing an early event that

builds toward the climax. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why the passengers are so excited to see the

statue.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 28 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 4 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose the true climax

of the story.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Many events happen in this story, but only one event decides

everything.”

▸Students choose privately, then explain to a partner why the other two are

not the climax.

ANSWER KEY: B. An official checks the family's papers and stamps them

to enter.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain why seeing the statue is not the

climax.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because it is memorable. Memorable is

not the same as the moment that decides everything.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can a story have more than one climax? No. The climax is the

single moment the whole plot turns on.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about choosing the true climax

among several plot events. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what would change in the story if the family had

not been allowed to enter.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 28 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 4 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the sentence that

proves the climax.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The climax is the one sentence where everything is decided.

Hunt for the moment of decision.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Students underline checked their papers and

marked them with a stamp.

ANSWER KEY: Finally, an official checked their papers and marked them

with a stamp.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student why this sentence is the climax and not just

another detail.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may choose the sentence about Rosa seeing the

statue. That sentence is exciting, but nothing is decided yet.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I know which sentence is the climax? Find the

sentence where the biggest decision in the whole story

happens.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about locating the sentence that

proves the climax. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what would happen next if the official had not

stamped the papers.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 28 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 4 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can retell the events that lead to

the climax.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Use first, next, and last so a listener can follow the events that

lead to the climax.”

▸Students write three sentences in order on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: First the family waits in line, next officials

question them, last the papers are stamped and they may enter.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their three events while the class checks

that the last one is the climax.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may stop before the climax happens. Make sure the

last event is the moment of decision.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does the climax have to be the last event I write? Yes, because

it is the moment the whole plot turns on.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about retelling the events that build

toward the climax. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student how the family might have felt differently if the

officials had said no.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 28 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 4 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can explain how the climax

connects to what happens next.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Connect events with because, so, or which to show how the

climax leads to what happens next.”

▸Students write the connection and the trap name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: The stamped papers are the climax. That leads to their

first home, a small apartment shared with relatives. The trap is Wrong plot

element.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to prove the connection by naming both events

in order.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may agree with the trap because seeing the statue

really happens. A real event can still be the wrong plot element.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why can't seeing the statue be the climax? Because nothing

about the family's future is decided yet when they see it.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about explaining how the climax

connects to what happens next. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what might have happened if the family had been turned

away at Ellis Island.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 28 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 4 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find the moment where the biggest decision happens. That is

the climax.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 28 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 4 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 28 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 4 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is A.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing B because Rosa really does see the statue, without

checking whether the big decision has happened yet.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 28 of 36 · Cluster 6 · Module 4 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is A. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 29 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 1 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning about the rising action, the chain of

events where a problem grows bigger.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice spotting what happens because of an

earlier event, and we will learn to catch traps that switch cause

and effect.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Plot slide deck for Cluster 7 Module 1 . a class

or student copy of "The Garden That Wouldn't Grow" . the student

tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to explain what caused a problem in a book they

have read.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 29 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 1 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice a growing problem

in a plot.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A rising action often starts with one small sign of trouble. Listen

for it.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle noticed that the plants appeared weak

on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Kendrix notices the plants look weak after two weeks.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what Kendrix notices about the plants.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think the weak plants are the end of the problem.

This is only the beginning of the rising action.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does a problem always get worse right away? Not always, but

in this story Kendrix's choice makes it worse.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing the first sign of a

growing problem. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what Kendrix might be feeling when she sees the

weak plants.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 29 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 1 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose an event that

belongs in the rising action.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Several events happen in this story. Only one of these choices

belongs in the rising action.”

▸Students choose privately, then tell a partner which plot part the other two

choices belong to.

ANSWER KEY: A. Kendrix waters every plant much more than usual.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student why pulling weeds before planting is not part of

the rising action.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick the harvest because it feels important.

Important is not the same as part of the rising action.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can an event from the beginning of the story be part of the

rising action? No, the rising action comes after the problem

starts.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about choosing an event that

belongs in the rising action. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what Kendrix hopes will happen after she waters

the plants.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 29 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 1 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the sentence that

proves what too much water causes.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The rising action proves itself with evidence. Hunt for the

sentence that shows the effect.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Students underline overly wet and muddy and

turn yellow.

ANSWER KEY: The soil became overly wet and muddy, and many of the

leaves started to turn yellow.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what causes the soil to become muddy.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think the plants were already muddy before

Kendrix watered them. The mud is a direct result of the extra

water.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does more water make the leaves turn yellow? Because

too much water stops air from reaching the roots.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about locating the sentence that

shows the effect of overwatering. Keep the demand at this

level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student how the garden looks different right after Kendrix

waters it twice.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 29 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 1 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can retell a chain of cause and

effect in the rising action.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Use first, next, and last to show how one event causes the next

in the rising action.”

▸Students write three sentences in order on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: First the plants look weak, next Kendrix waters

them too much, last the soil floods and the roots cannot get air.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their three events while the class checks

that each one causes the next.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may list events without showing the cause. Each

event should lead to the next one.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Do all three events have to be connected? Yes, each one

should cause the one after it.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about retelling a chain of cause and effect

in the rising action. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what might have happened if Kendrix had

watered only a little more.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 29 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 1 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can explain how one event in

the rising action causes another.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“In a rising action, one event causes the next. Find out which

event happened first.”

▸Students write the real order and the word because on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Kendrix waters too much first. That causes the yellow

leaves. The trap is Cause and effect switched.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to prove the order by finding both events in the

story.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may agree with the trap because both events are

true. True events can still be switched in order.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does the order of cause and effect matter? Because the

first event is what makes the second one happen.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about explaining the real cause and

effect in the rising action. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what Kendrix's grandmother notices when she

examines the soil.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 29 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 1 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find the event that happens first. Then find the sentence that

shows what it causes.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 29 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 1 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 29 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 1 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is B.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing choice A because the leaves really do turn yellow,

without checking which event happened first.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 29 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 1 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is B. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 30 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 2 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning how a character truly acts at the

climax, the biggest moment of the plot.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice proving a character's real reaction

with evidence, and we will learn to catch traps that give the

wrong motive.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Plot slide deck for Cluster 7 Module 2 . a class

or student copy of "A Visit to the Workshop" . the student tracking sheet .

pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student how a character in a favorite movie reacts at the

most exciting moment.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 30 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 2 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice what a character

already knows before the climax.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A climax means more when we know the character ahead of

time. Listen for early details.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle heard people talk about Thomas

Edison on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Zaylen has already heard people talk about Edison before

her visit.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what Zaylen has heard about Edison before she

visits.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think Zaylen already knows Edison personally.

She has only heard other people talk about him.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does knowing about a character ahead of time matter? Yes, it

helps us understand how surprised she is at the climax.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing an early detail about

a character. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what Zaylen might be expecting to see in the

workshop.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 30 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 2 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose how a character

really acts at the climax.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Many reactions are possible, but only one is what Zaylen really

does.”

▸Students choose privately, then point to the line in the story that proves it.

ANSWER KEY: C. Zaylen gasps, amazed that it is brighter than any

candle.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to find the sentence that proves Zaylen's real

reaction.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think cheering fits the exciting moment. The text

never says Zaylen cheers.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Could Zaylen have reacted a different way? The story tells us

exactly how she reacts, so we check the text.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about choosing the character's real

action at the climax. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why the room grows quiet right before the bulb

glows.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 30 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 2 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the sentence that

proves Zaylen's amazement at the climax.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A character's true feeling hides inside one strong sentence.

Hunt for it.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Students underline brighter than any candle

she had ever seen.

ANSWER KEY: It was brighter than any candle she had ever seen.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what Zaylen compares the bulb's light to.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think the sentence only describes the bulb. It

also shows how amazed Zaylen feels.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How can one sentence show a feeling? By comparing

something new to what the character already knows.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about locating the sentence that

proves a character's reaction. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what Zaylen might say to her family about this

moment.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 30 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 2 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can retell how a character reacts

across the climax.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Use first, next, and last to show how a character's reaction

builds at the climax.”

▸Students write three sentences in order on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: First the room goes quiet, next the bulb glows

steadily, last Zaylen gasps in amazement.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their three moments while the class

checks the order.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may skip the moment right before the bulb glows.

Include the quiet room as part of the climax too.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does a character's reaction count as part of the climax? Yes, it

shows what the climax means to them.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about retelling a character's reaction

across the climax. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student how Edison's reaction to the glowing bulb is

different from Zaylen's.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 30 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 2 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can explain how a

character's reaction at the climax connects to what they learn.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A character's reaction at the climax often leads to what they

understand next.”

▸Students write the connection and the trap name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Zaylen is amazed at the climax. That leads to her

understanding that an invention takes many tries. The trap is Opposite of

the text.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to prove Zaylen's reaction by finding the

sentence that shows her amazement.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think staying calm fits a serious scene. The text

clearly shows Zaylen is amazed, not calm.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does Zaylen's reaction matter for the rest of the story?

Because it shows how much the climax changes what she

understands.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about explaining how a character's

motive connects to the climax. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what Zaylen might think differently about

inventions after this visit.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 30 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 2 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find the sentence where the character reacts. That sentence

proves the real motive.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Plot RPLD Deck · Cluster 7 · Module 2 · Teacher Script · 7



TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 30 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 2 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 30 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 2 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is C.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing B because Zaylen really does gasp, without

checking whether the loud noise is actually in the story.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 30 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 2 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is C. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 31 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 3 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning about the falling action, the events

that settle in right after the climax.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice spotting an event in the falling action,

and we will learn to catch traps that name the wrong plot

element.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Plot slide deck for Cluster 7 Module 3 . a class

or student copy of "A Gift that Welcomed Millions" . the student tracking

sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what happens right after the biggest moment in a

movie they have seen.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 31 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 3 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice an early event that

happens before the falling action.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Knowing what happens early helps us tell it apart from the

falling action later. Listen for it.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle take in every detail on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Rosa studies every detail of the statue as the ship arrives.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what Rosa is looking at so closely.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think this moment is already the falling action. It

happens at the very beginning, before the climax.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does every early event matter later in the story? Yes, but it is

still part of an earlier plot part, not the falling action.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing an early event

before the falling action. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why Rosa wants to remember every detail of the

statue.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 31 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 3 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose an event that

belongs in the falling action.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Several events happen in this story. Only one belongs in the

falling action.”

▸Students choose privately, then tell a partner which plot part the other two

choices belong to.

ANSWER KEY: A. The family rides a ferry into New York City after

inspection.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student why stamping the papers is the climax and not

the falling action.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick the stamped papers because it feels

important. Important does not mean it is the falling action.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does the falling action happen before or after the climax? It

happens right after, once the biggest moment is decided.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about choosing an event that

belongs in the falling action. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what the family might see first from the ferry.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 31 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 3 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the sentence that

proves the falling action.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The falling action settles into place one small step at a time.

Hunt for the proof.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Students underline found work at a factory and

sewed clothing.

ANSWER KEY: Her father found work at a factory, and her mother sewed

clothing for a nearby shop.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what each parent does to help the family settle

in.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think this sentence happens at Ellis Island. It

happens after the family has already entered the country.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I know this sentence is the falling action? It happens

after the climax, as the family settles into a new life.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about locating the sentence that

proves the falling action. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what else the family must learn to do in their new

home.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 31 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 3 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can retell the events of the falling

action in order.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Use first, next, and last to retell the falling action after the

climax.”

▸Students write three sentences in order on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: First the family rides the ferry, next the parents

find work, last Rosa starts school.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their three events while the class checks

that each one happens after the climax.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may include the climax itself. Keep all three events in

the falling action, after the papers are stamped.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Can the falling action include many small events? Yes, settling

into a new life takes several steps.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about retelling the events of the falling

action in order. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student which new skill Rosa might find hardest to learn.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 31 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 3 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can explain how an event in

the falling action connects to the rest of the story.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Connect events with because, so, or which to show how the

falling action builds after the climax.”

▸Students write the connection and the trap name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Finding work is part of the falling action. It leads to new

skills that made the unfamiliar place feel more like home.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to prove finding work happens after the climax,

not during it.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may agree with the trap because finding work feels

big. A big event can still be the wrong plot element.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why isn't finding work the climax? Because the biggest

decision, whether the family may enter, already happened at

Ellis Island.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about explaining how the falling

action connects after the climax. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student how Rosa's life might be different if her father had

not found work.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 31 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 3 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find the moment the biggest decision is made. Then look for

what settles in right after it.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 31 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 3 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 31 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 3 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is D.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing choice A because stamping the papers really does

happen, without checking whether it is the climax or the falling

action.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 31 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 3 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is D. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 32 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 4 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning how a setting can matter to a plot. In

this fairy tale, the deep valley is where the dwarf tests each

prince.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice the STAAR question How is the

setting important to the plot, and we will learn to spot setting

details that do not drive the story.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Plot slide deck for Cluster 7 Module 4 . a class

or student copy of "The Water of Life*" . the student tracking sheet .

pencils . * In order to strengthen the study of PLOT, we are using classic

literature in this Triplet Slide Deck.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name a place in a favorite story and tell what

happens there.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 32 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 4 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice the setting of the

story.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A setting can be more than a picture. Ask what happens in that

place.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle deep valley, overhung with rocks and

woods on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: The prince comes to a deep valley overhung with rocks

and woods.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student who meets the prince in the valley.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may skip to the castle. The valley comes first, and it is

where the dwarf tests the prince.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is the valley just a pretty place? No. It is where the dwarf

appears and the test begins.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing the setting where

the rising action begins. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the dwarf does after the prince is rude.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 32 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 4 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose how the setting

matters.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A setting detail tells where things are. An event moves the

story.”

▸Students choose privately, then find the valley and the pass in the story.

ANSWER KEY: C. The valley is where the dwarf tests each prince and

grants help.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to point out the choice that only describes the

place.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick A because the rocks are really in the story. A

detail can be true and still not drive the plot.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What is the difference between a setting detail and an event? A

detail describes the place; an event changes the story.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about choosing how the setting

matters to the plot. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what would change if the dwarf met the princes

in a castle instead.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 32 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 4 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the sentence that

proves what the setting does.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Hunt for the sentence that shows the place changing the story.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Students underline obliged to take up his abode

on the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: he, too, was at last obliged to take up his abode in the

heart of the mountains.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what happened to the second prince in the

mountains.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may choose the line about the golden road. The

question asks about the mountain setting, not the palace road.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why is this the best sentence? Because it shows the setting

trapping the prince, not just describing rocks.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about locating the sentence that

shows the setting at work. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask how the youngest prince's meeting in the valley is different.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 32 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 4 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can retell the rising action in

order.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The rising action is a chain of events. One step leads to the

next.”

▸Students write three events in order on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: First the wand, next the door opens and the

lions quiet, last the prince draws the water and meets the princess.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their three events while the class checks

the order.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may start with the wedding. The wedding is the

resolution, at the very end.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Do the events have to be about the youngest prince? For this

row, yes, keep to his rising action.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about retelling the rising action in order.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which event in their retelling needs the setting of the castle.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 32 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 4 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can explain how the setting

connects to the resolution.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The setting can decide who wins. Look for what the place

does.”

▸Students write the connection between the road, the brothers, and the

princess on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: The golden road tests the brothers, the youngest rides

straight up it, so he wins the princess.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to prove who rides straight up the road.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the road is only decoration. In this story it

decides who is the true prince.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does the road matter? Because it shows who the real

deliverer is, so the princess knows who to marry.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about explaining how the setting

leads to the resolution. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what would change if the road were not made of gold.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 32 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 4 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find the deep valley in the story first. Then read what happens

to each prince there.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 32 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 4 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 32 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 4 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is B.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Picking A because the rocks and woods are real details,

without asking whether they move the plot.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 32 of 36 · Cluster 7 · Module 4 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is B. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 33 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 1 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning to summarize a whole plot. A good

summary covers the rising action, the climax, the falling action,

and the resolution.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice the STAAR question Which sentence

best describes the plot of the story, and we will learn to spot

answers that are only small details.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Plot slide deck for Cluster 8 Module 1 . a class

or student copy of "The Garden That Wouldn't Grow" . the student

tracking sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to summarize a favorite story in three events:

problem, turn, ending.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 33 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 1 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice the problem in the

story.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Every plot starts with a problem. Listen for what goes wrong.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle pale instead of a healthy green on the

NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: The leaves are pale and the stems begin to droop.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what Kendrix thinks the plants need.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may start with the happy spring planting. The

problem begins later, after two weeks.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is pale leaves a small detail? No. It is the first sign of the

problem that drives the whole plot.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing the problem that

starts the rising action. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what Kendrix decides to do about the weak plants.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Plot RPLD Deck · Cluster 8 · Module 1 · Teacher Script · 2



TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 33 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 1 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose the sentence

that tells the whole plot.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A whole plot sentence covers the problem, the turn, and the

ending.”

▸Students choose privately, then find the ending of the story with a partner.

ANSWER KEY: A. The plants weaken, Kendrix waters too much, learns

why, they recover.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student which choice mentions the problem and the

ending together.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick B because it is a real moment. A real

moment can still be a small detail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I know A tells the whole plot? It includes the problem,

the mistake, the lesson, and the recovery.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about selecting the sentence that

summarizes the whole plot. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student which part of the plot choice C is missing.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 33 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 1 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the sentence that

proves the mistake.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Find the sentence that shows the damage from the extra

water.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Students underline Small puddles remained on

the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: Small puddles remained around several plants long after

Kendrix had finished watering.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what the puddles prove about the soil.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may choose the line about the seed packets. The

question asks about the extra water, not the planting.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why are the puddles important? Because they show the soil is

too wet, which hurts the roots.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about locating the sentence that

proves the mistake. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what Kendrix and her grandmother do to fix the soggy soil.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 33 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 1 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can retell the whole plot in

order.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Use first, next, and last so a listener can follow the whole plot.”

▸Students write three sentences in order on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: First the problem, next the lesson, last the

recovery and the harvest.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their three sentences while the class

checks the order.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may stop at the lesson. The plot is not over until the

garden recovers.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Do I have to use the story's exact words? No. Use your own

words, but keep the order true.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about retelling the whole plot in order.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student which of their sentences is the turning point and

why.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 33 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 1 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can explain how the falling

action leads to the resolution.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Each plot part connects. The fix leads to the recovery.”

▸Students write the chain and the word so or because on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: Stopping the daily watering lets the soil dry, the roots get

air, and the garden recovers.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to prove the fix with a line from the story.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may say the plants recover overnight. The story says

the improvement happens gradually.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does letting the soil dry help? Because the roots need air,

and wet soil blocks the air.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about explaining how the falling

action leads to the resolution. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what Kendrix writes in her notebook each afternoon and

why.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 33 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 1 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Think about the problem, the lesson, and the ending. The best

summary includes all three.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 33 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 1 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 33 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 1 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is C.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Picking A because organizing the seed packets really happens,

without checking whether it describes the whole plot.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 33 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 1 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is C. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 34 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 2 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning to explain why the climax matters,

not just where it happens.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice proving why the climax is important,

and we will learn to catch traps that go too far.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Plot slide deck for Cluster 8 Module 2 . a class

or student copy of "A Visit to the Workshop" . the student tracking sheet .

pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student why the climax of a favorite movie truly mattered

to the story.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 34 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 2 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice an early detail that

happens before the climax.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Knowing how dark things are at first helps us see how much the

climax changes. Listen for it.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle hidden in shadow on the NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Most of the street is dark, with only a few lamps burning.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to describe the streets before Zaylen reaches the

workshop.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think the dark street is already part of the climax.

It only sets up how much the climax will change.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does the setting at the start matter to the climax? Yes, it shows

how much darker the streets are before electric light.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing an early detail before

the climax. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why the shops still need oil lamps at night.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 34 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 2 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose the real reason

the climax matters.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Many events happen in this story, but only one reason truly

explains why the climax matters.”

▸Students choose privately, then explain to a partner why testing does not

stop after the climax.

ANSWER KEY: C. It matters because it shows patient testing can finally

progress.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student whether Edison stops testing after this bulb lasts

longer.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think one success means every test will now

work. The story shows testing and failure keep happening.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does the climax mean every future problem is solved? No, it

only shows that progress is finally possible.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about choosing the real reason the

climax matters. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why patience matters so much in this workshop.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 34 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 2 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the sentence that

proves the climax matters.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The climax proves itself with one key sentence. Hunt for the

proof.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Students underline lasted longer than the

earlier test.

ANSWER KEY: It has lasted longer than the earlier test.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student why lasting longer matters more than just

glowing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think any glowing bulb is the climax. The climax

is the one that proves real progress by lasting longer.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why is lasting longer such important proof? Because the whole

problem has been that bulbs burn out too quickly.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about locating the sentence that

proves why the climax matters. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what Edison says right after the worker

announces the result.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 34 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 2 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can retell the events that lead to

the climax.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Use first, next, and last so a listener can follow why the climax

matters.”

▸Students write three sentences in order on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: First bulbs keep failing, next workers try new

material, last Edison studies the bulb that finally lasts.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their three events while the class checks

that the last one is the climax.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may only list failures. Make sure the last event shows

the climax, when progress finally happens.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does it take so many failures before the climax? Because

each failure teaches the workers something new to try.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about retelling the events that build

toward why the climax matters. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student how the workers feel differently after this bulb

lasts longer.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 34 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 2 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can explain why the climax

matters and how it connects to the rest of the story.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Connect events with because or so to explain why the climax

truly matters.”

▸Students write the connection and the trap name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: The climax shows progress is possible. That leads Zaylen

to understand invention takes many tries. The trap is Goes too far.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to prove the climax does not mean every test

now succeeds.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may agree with the trap because the result feels like

total success. One success does not mean every test now

works.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why can't we say every bulb now works perfectly? Because the

text shows the workers keep testing and keep failing afterward.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about explaining why the climax

matters without overstating it. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what Zaylen might tell her family about why this

moment mattered most.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 34 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 2 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find the moment of real progress. Then find the sentence that

proves why it matters.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 34 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 2 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 34 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 2 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is A.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing choice B because the bulb really does succeed,

without checking whether the text says every future test also

succeeds.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 34 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 2 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is A. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Plot RPLD Deck · Cluster 8 · Module 2 · Teacher Script · 10



TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 35 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 3 · slide 1 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we are learning how the resolution connects back to

reasons from earlier in the story.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice connecting the resolution to the

rising action, and we will learn to catch traps that say the

opposite of the text.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Plot slide deck for Cluster 8 Module 3 . a class

or student copy of "A Gift that Welcomed Millions" . the student tracking

sheet . pencils

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student how the ending of a favorite book reminded them

of something from earlier in the story.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 35 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 3 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice a reason from the

rising action, before the resolution.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A resolution often connects back to a reason from early in the

plot. Listen for it.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle more chances than he had on the

NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: Rosa's father wants his children to have more chances

than he had.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student why Rosa's father decided to leave Italy.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think this reason is already the resolution. It

happens early, in the rising action, long before the story ends.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does an early reason matter to the resolution? Yes, the

resolution often reminds us why the family made that choice.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing an early reason the

resolution connects back to. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what else Rosa's father hopes to find in America.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 35 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 3 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose the true

connection between the resolution and the rising action.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Only one of these choices truly shows how the resolution

connects back to the rising action.”

▸Students choose privately, then explain to a partner why the statue does

not promise an easy life.

ANSWER KEY: B. The resolution reminds Rosa why her family made the

journey.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what the statue reminds Rosa of, years later.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think the statue promises an easy life. The text

says the opposite, that life was not easy.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does the resolution have to repeat the rising action exactly?

No, but it should connect back to it, like reminding Rosa why

the family left.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about choosing the true connection

between resolution and rising action. Keep the demand at this

level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what new opportunities Rosa's family finds in

America.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 35 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 3 · slide 4 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the sentence that

proves the real meaning of the resolution.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“A resolution's real meaning hides in one careful sentence. Hunt

for it.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Students underline had not promised that life

would be easy.

ANSWER KEY: The Statue of Liberty had not promised that life would be

easy.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what the statue did not promise the family.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may think the statue promised an easy life. The

sentence clearly says the opposite, that it did not.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does this sentence matter to the resolution? Because it

shows the real meaning, not an easy ending but a reminder of

purpose.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about locating the sentence that

proves the real meaning of the resolution. Keep the demand at

this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what the statue does remind the family of, if not

an easy life.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 35 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 3 · slide 5 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can retell how the rising action

connects to the resolution.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Use first, next, and last to connect the rising action to the

resolution.”

▸Students write three sentences in order on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: First the family leaves Italy for more chances,

next they settle in, last Rosa understands the real reason years later.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their three events while the class checks

the connection to the resolution.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may forget the reason from the rising action. Connect

it clearly to what the resolution reminds Rosa of.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Does the resolution always answer a question from the rising

action? Often yes, like why the family made such a hard

journey.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about retelling how the rising action

connects to the resolution. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what Rosa might tell her own children about this

journey someday.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 35 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 3 · slide 6 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can explain how the

resolution truly connects to an earlier reason.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Connect the resolution to an earlier reason with because or

which to show the real meaning.”

▸Students write the connection and the trap name on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: The resolution reminds Rosa why her family left Italy. The

trap is Opposite of the text.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to prove the resolution does not promise an easy

life.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may agree with the trap because an easy ending feels

satisfying. The text clearly states the opposite is true.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why does the resolution remind Rosa instead of promising

ease? Because the story's real point is purpose, not an easy

life.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about explaining how the resolution

connects to an earlier reason. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student how Rosa's understanding of the statue changes

between the beginning and the end.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 35 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 3 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find the reason from early in the story. Then find the sentence

that proves the resolution connects to it.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 35 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 3 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 35 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 3 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is D.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Choosing choice A because an easy ending sounds satisfying,

without checking what the text actually says about ease.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 35 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 3 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is D. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“This week we cap the whole plot line: rising action, climax,

falling action, and resolution. In this fairy tale, the turning point

is the prince winning the Water of Life.”

▸Show the cover. Read the exact TEKS wording aloud, then read the What

does this mean to me box in your own warm voice.

“Each day we will practice the STAAR question Which sentence

best explains how the climax leads to the resolution, and we will

learn to spot answers that name the wrong plot element.”

▸Point to the five thinking levels. Tell students that every day they will also

hunt for one trap answer.

PREP & MATERIALS: the Plot slide deck for Cluster 8 Module 4 . a class

or student copy of "The Water of Life*" . the student tracking sheet .

pencils . * In order to strengthen the study of PLOT, we are using classic

literature in this Triplet Slide Deck.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 1 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Introduce the Week

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the turning point of a favorite story and

tell what happens at the end.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student why a test might include answers that sound

right but are wrong.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 36 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 4 · slide 2 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is NOTICE. I can notice the turning point of

the story.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Watch for the moment the story turns. That is the climax.”

▸Read the line twice. Students circle hastened to get away in time on the

NOTICE row.

ANSWER KEY: The prince fills a cup with the Water of Life and hurries

away in time.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 2 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Monday · NOTICE · Foundational

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student what time it is when the prince wakes up.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may point to the princess's promise as the turning

point. The promise comes before the rush for the water.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Is the climax the most exciting part? It is the turning point, the

moment the prince wins the water.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

NOTICE at Foundational is about noticing the turning point of

the story. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student what the prince is doing when the clock strikes

twelve.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 36 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 4 · slide 3 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is CHOOSE. I can choose how the climax

leads to the resolution.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“The best sentence names both the turning point and the

ending.”

▸Students choose privately, then find the turning point and the ending with a

partner.

ANSWER KEY: A. He wins the water, so he can return and marry the

princess. The gate flies open and the princess welcomes him with joy.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 3 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Tuesday · CHOOSE · Developing

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to name the trap that confuses the falling action

with the ending.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may pick C because the king really does get well. A

true event can still be the wrong plot element.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

How do I know which sentence explains the connection? It

names the turning point and the ending together.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

CHOOSE at Developing is about choosing the sentence that

connects the climax to the resolution. Keep the demand at this

level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student which choice names the wrong part of the plot

line.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is SHOW. I can show the sentence that

proves the promise.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Find the line that holds the promise the ending keeps.”

▸ Take two or three answers. Students underline welcomed him joyfully on

the SHOW row.

ANSWER KEY: and she welcomed him joyfully, and said, if he would set

her free from the spell that bound her, the kingdom should be his, if he

would come back in a year and marry her.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 4 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Wednesday · SHOW · Independent

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student who makes the promise to the prince.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may choose the line about the golden road. The

question asks for the promise line, not the road.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why is this the best sentence? Because it shows the promise

that the ending keeps.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

SHOW at Independent is about locating the sentence that

proves the promise. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what the princess promises the prince in this line.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is OWN. I can retell the whole plot line.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Use first, next, then, and last so the plot line is easy to follow.”

▸Students write four sentences in order on the OWN row.

ANSWER KEY: Example: First the climax at the well, next the brothers'

trick, then the return, last the wedding.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 5 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Thursday · OWN · Advanced

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to read their four sentences while the class

checks the order.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may stop at the king's recovery. The resolution is the

wedding, the very last part.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Do the four parts have to be in order? Yes, rising action first,

then climax, falling action, and resolution last.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

OWN at Advanced is about retelling the whole plot line in order.

Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to point to the sentence where the story turns.
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“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Today's thinking job is DEFEND. I can explain how the climax

leads to the resolution.”

▸Read the I can statement aloud, then read the test-style question on the

slide.

“Explain the chain: the climax makes the resolution possible.”

▸Students write the chain and the word so or because on the DEFEND row.

ANSWER KEY: The climax wins the water, so he returns when the year is

up and wins the princess at the wedding.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 6 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Friday · DEFEND · Reflective

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a student to prove who rides straight up the golden road.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may name the trap first. Start with how the climax and

resolution connect, then name the trap.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What makes the climax lead to the resolution? The water he

wins lets him return and claim his bride.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

DEFEND at Reflective is about explaining how the climax

leads to the resolution. Keep the demand at this level.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask what would change if the prince had slept past twelve at

the well.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 36 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 4 · slide 7 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Now it is your turn to use the question on your own.”

▸Read the Your Turn task. Students work independently on the tracking

sheet.

“Find the turning point first. Then read to the end and see what

the climax makes possible.”

▸Circulate and note who proves the answer with text evidence.

ANSWER KEY: Answers vary.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 7 OF 10 · ⏰  ~5 min
Independent Practice · YOUR TURN

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Scan for an answer plus a quoted or pointed-to piece of

evidence.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Students may write an answer with no proof. Require the

evidence.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What counts as evidence? Words from the passage that you

can point to.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Independent practice shows who owns the question type.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask an early finisher to write one trap answer and name its trap.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 36 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 4 · slide 8 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Let's check our work across the five thinking levels.”

▸Reveal the answer slide one row at a time.

“If you missed one, that is where your learning is. Go back to the

passage and find the proof.”

▸Celebrate students who named a trap, not only the right answer.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 8 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Review the Answers

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can give the answer and the proof.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Right answer, no proof. Ask where the passage says so.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Why do I need proof? Because the test only rewards answers

the passage supports.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Reviewing is where OWN turns into DEFEND.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask which trap fooled them most this week and why.
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TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 36 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 4 · slide 9 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“Here is a test-style question, worded the way the STAAR test

words it.”

▸Read the excerpt and the question aloud.

“Read all four choices. Cross out each trap and say its name

before you choose.”

▸Give think time. Students choose privately and bubble their letter on the

tracking sheet.

ANSWER KEY: The answer is C.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 9 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
Show What You Know

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students cross out traps by name, not by guessing.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Picking A because the eldest prince is a real character, without

checking who actually gets the water.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

Two answers seem close. How do I pick? Choose the one the

whole passage proves.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

A clean test item is DEFEND in action under test conditions.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to name the trap in each wrong choice.

The Writing Academy®, LLC · Grade 5 Plot RPLD Deck · Cluster 8 · Module 4 · Teacher Script · 9



TEKS 5.8(C) · Plot · Week 36 of 36 · Cluster 8 · Module 4 · slide 10 of 10

“ ” = say word-for-word · ▸ = teacher direction (do not read aloud)

“The answer is C. The most important part is understanding why

each other choice is a trap.”

▸Reveal each choice's reason. Say the trap name aloud with the class.

“Each wrong choice sounds possible. The trap name tells you

why it fails.”

▸Have students write one sentence explaining why the correct answer fits.

TEACHER SAYS & DOES · SLIDE 10 OF 10 · ⏰  ~4 min
The Answer, and Why

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

Students can match each wrong choice to a trap name.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION

Knowing the answer but not why the others fail.

POSSIBLE STUDENT QUESTION

What if a wrong choice is true? True is not enough. It must

answer the question.

RPLD EVIDENCE & ADVICE

Explaining the distractors is the highest DEFEND move of the

week.

RAISE THE THINKING

Ask a student to write a new trap answer for this question.
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