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EXACT TEKS WORDING (FROM TEA)

“explain the author’s purpose and message within a text”

“compose literary texts such as personal narratives and poetry using genre characteristics and craft”

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN TO ME?

Published texts are real stories, poems, and books

written by real authors and published for the world

to read.

An author writes with a purpose, and the author’s

message is the idea the text teaches or shows.

When I study what an author did, I can try that same

craft in my own writing.

THIS WEEK’S FOCUS

Gratitude in Four Lines
from “A Thought” by Robert Louis Stevenson (1885)

Stevenson compresses a whole feeling of gratitude

into four lines. The poem does not list reasons to be

thankful. It simply says “it is very nice to think” and

lets the reader fill in the rest. The brevity is the craft.

This deck teaches author craft and composition across the five RPLD thinking levels:

NOTICE → CHOOSE → SHOW → OWN → DEFEND.
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Read the published text.
Read it, then read it again. Notice the craft move the author uses.

A Thought
It is very nice to think

The world is full of meat and drink,
With little children saying grace

In every Christian kind of place.

SOURCE · PUBLIC DOMAIN

From A Child’s Garden of Verses (public domain, Project Gutenberg #136)

I CAN I can read a published text and notice the author’s craft move.
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TODAY’S THINKING JOB

NOTICE

“I can notice the brevity.”

EXACT TEKS WORDING

“explain the author’s purpose and message within a text”

“compose literary texts such as personal narratives and poetry using genre
characteristics and craft”

Notice the brevity.
How many lines is this poem? What does it say?

Four lines. The world is full of good things, and children everywhere give
thanks for them. That is the whole poem.

I CAN I can notice the brevity..
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TODAY’S THINKING JOB

CHOOSE

“I can choose the strongest line.”

EXACT TEKS WORDING

“explain the author’s purpose and message within a text”

“compose literary texts such as personal narratives and poetry using genre
characteristics and craft”

Choose the strongest line.
Which line does the most work?

A “It is very nice to think” (the frame)

B “The world is full of meat and drink” (the abundance)

C “With little children saying grace” (the gratitude)

I CAN I can choose the strongest line..
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TODAY’S THINKING JOB

SHOW

“I can show how brevity creates power.”

EXACT TEKS WORDING

“explain the author’s purpose and message within a text”

“compose literary texts such as personal narratives and poetry using genre
characteristics and craft”

Show how brevity creates power.
Why does saying “the world is full” work better than listing what the world is full of?

A list would narrow the poem to specific items. “Full of meat and drink” stands
for everything good. The reader fills in their own abundance.

I CAN I can show how brevity creates power..
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TODAY’S THINKING JOB

OWN
“I can own it. write gratitude in four

lines.”

EXACT TEKS WORDING

“explain the author’s purpose and message within a text”

“compose literary texts such as personal narratives and poetry using genre
characteristics and craft”

Own it. Write gratitude in four lines.
Write a four-line poem about something you are thankful for. Say it in the simplest way.

It is very good to know / the sun comes up to melt the snow, / and birds return
when winter ends, / and I have books and I have friends.

I CAN I can own it. write gratitude in four lines..
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TODAY’S THINKING JOB

DEFEND

“I can defend the brevity.”

EXACT TEKS WORDING

“explain the author’s purpose and message within a text”

“compose literary texts such as personal narratives and poetry using genre
characteristics and craft”

Defend the brevity.
Why is a four-line poem about gratitude stronger than a long list of blessings?

A long list feels like counting. Four lines feel like a sigh of contentment. The
reader finishes the poem still in the feeling.

I CAN I can defend the brevity..
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YOUR TURN
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Write a four-line gratitude poem.
Express thankfulness in the fewest possible words.

Use what you learned this week about gratitude in four lines.
Write your own text that uses this craft move.

I CAN I can use gratitude in four lines in my own writing.
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Answers, across the five thinking levels.

NOTICE Four lines. The world is full of good things, and children everywhere give thanks for them. That is the whole poem.

CHOOSE B. “The world is full of meat and drink” (the abundance)

SHOW A list would narrow the poem to specific items. “Full of meat and drink” stands for everything good. The reader fills

in their own abundance.

OWN Answers vary. One example: It is very good to know / the sun comes up to melt the snow, / and birds return

when winter ends, / and I have books and I have friends.

DEFEND A long list feels like counting. Four lines feel like a sigh of contentment. The reader finishes the poem still in the

feeling.

YOUR TURN Answers vary.
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READ THIS PASSAGE EXCERPT · FROM “A PIN HAS A HEAD” (CHRISTINA ROSSETTI)

A pin has a head, but has no hair;
A clock has a face, but no mouth there;
Needles have eyes, but they cannot see;
A fly has a trunk without lock or key.

What is the purpose of listing these riddles?

A To prove pins are useful

B To teach sewing

C To list favorite items

D To show that the same word can mean different things
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The answer is D.

To prove pins are useful
Not about usefulness.

A

To teach sewing
Not about sewing.

B

To list favorite items
About double meanings.

C

To show that the same word can mean different things
Correct.
Each line uses a word (head, face, eyes, trunk) with two meanings. Wordplay.

D
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